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Global Cooling Dinner

Last Wednesday many Highlanders
headed down the hill to attend the
Global Cooling dinner at the Yea Shire
Hall. Rob Gell gave a weather forecast
for 2050 which included fierce storms,
damaging cyclones and coral bleach-
ing. The residents of Sydney know
something about this already. He pre-
dicts social changes such as lawns
being banned, community wind farms,
shared electric cars, taxes on second
houses and 10 star energy rating
harmes.

Resources GV works with Shires,
community organizations, schools etc
to reduce the valley's ecological foot-
print including contamination in recy-
cling bins. They are involved with trial-
ling solar street lights and hybrid vehi-
cles in council fleets. Their focus is
wasle avoidance, reduction, reuse
and recycling.

Victoria is a very poor performer per
capita for waste and our consumption
is going up.
www.sustainability.vic.gov.au is an
excellent site to check out.

The Alternative Technology Associa-
tion provide advice on how to make
homes more energy and resource
efficient.- website is www.ata.org.au.
There are many government rebates
available to help you, and if you can’t
do it yourself, use GREEN POWER,
where the power you use comes from
renewable resources. Ask your en-
ergy company about how it works.
Tree Smart aims to remove CO2 from
the atmosphere by planting and main-
taining eucalyptus trees. Approxi-
mately 0.2 hectares of eucalyptus
plantation are required to remove the
CO2 emitted by one vehicle per year.
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Please send all information to
miranda@activ8.net.au

Murrindindi Shire Council

MNewly appointed Maternal and Child
Health Nurse, Liz Gilhoff, brings a
wealth of experience to our team, and
has a special interest in helping par-
ents who are experiencing sleep and
settling problems with their children.

Liz will be working at the Yea Maternal
and Child Health Centre each Mon-
day. Parents can attend an open ses-
sion each week from 9.30am to
12.30pm, and a Parent Group will be
run on alternate Monday afternoons
from 1.30pm to 3.30pm. Contact Liz
on 5797 2888 for further details and
dates of the Parent Group.

Families will be pleased to know that
the Yea Maternal and Child Health
Centre will be operating from the new
Yea Children's Centre on Monday and
Thursdays, starting 21 June.

PATO CHOPPER SPRAYING

If you are spraying Paterson's Curse
this year, you need to book up your
chemicals with Wales Rural Traders
ASAP or send your docket to Janet to
receive the 50% refund.

RABEIT RIPPING

You need to make a commitment be-
fore the 30/06/07 for the 50% sub-
sidy, ring Janet now 57904268
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NOTES FROM HIGHLANDS
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A big thank you to everyone who at-
tended the get together for myself and
Bretl. It was wonderful to see so
many people come together to cele-
brate our engagement with us. Spe-
cial thanks to Paula and Miranda for
their organising and to the Lade family
for opening their home to us. Allyson
and Brett.

HPS Spotlight on Kelly Petersen:

Full name: Kelly Ann Petersen
Birthday: Feb 28th

Eye Colour: Pale Green

Fav Food: Pasta

Fav Sport:  Footy

Fav Person: Mum
Fav Colour: Blue

Pet Hate:  Broken bones
Loves: Mum and Dad
Dream job: Vet

Fav thing: Beanie Kids

Fav place: Lorne

Buiiding Learning Power:

This week's focus is ABSORPTION.
When you are using this leaming mus-
cle you.... Become engrossed in what
you are doing, may not be aware of
the time passing, find being absorbed
satisfying and rewarding and like the
feeling of being stretched in your
learning.

Some ABSORBING questions to dis-
cuss as a family are: If humans didn't
exist, what would happen to the earth?
If the moon was hot and the sun was
cold, what would happen to our
seasons?
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THE DROUGHT

People have been talking about the
number of trees that have died during
the drought. Now that it has rained, we
are interested in monitoring those
trees to see if there is any regenera-
tion. We need your help. If you see
any paiches of dead trees, photograph
them if possible, record their location
as accurately as possible and email to
Janet jhagen@bigpond.com. Janet

will keep all these records together
and monitor the sites over time to es-
tablish the degree of the problem
which is the beginning of solving it too.

RSWVP, WEDNESDAY 8TH AUGUST
LU CRAVEMN — 5790 4011
FRANCES LAWRENCE — 0432 324 929

THERE WILL BE NO EXERCISE
CLASSES DURING THE HOLIDAYS.
BE READY TO START AGAIN ON
TUESDAY 17TH JULY 6.30PM HIGH-
LANDS HALL.

Winter Dung Beetle release

The first colony of winter dung beetles
has been released in the Highlands
area and hopefully another one is
coming soon. They should spread, so
watch out for them but remember that
some drenches will kill them so do
your research carefully before choos-
ing a drench.

The first Landcare coffee morning was
held last Friday at the Ruffy Store. We
enjoyed a delicious coffee, thanks to
Helen, and we folded The Granite
News. We locked at the new aerial
photograph of the Hughes creek
catchment, which is very exciting. The
map is on display at the Ruffy Store so
have a look at the “big picture”. The
plan is to identify critical areas for wild-
life corridors for future planning and
the priorities for tree planting. After
looking at the map, we decided to
work with Brian Leahy at Glenlyon to
plant 1,000 trees next spring.

For Sale

Toyota Camry station wagon, wide
body, air conditioning, new tyres, 6
months registration, good condi-
tion,$3,000. Phone Susan 57904338

Booking the Highlands Hall:

If you want to book the wonderful
Highlands Hall for any meeting or
event please contact Sue Peterson on
5797-6395 and she will look after you.
Tables and chairs also for hire,

BITS OF BOTANY AND
BIRDS

A minor correction on the subject of
WALLABIES (see G.N.20) has led me
to digress from Botany and Birds! The
only species of wallaby in this part of
Victoria is the SWAMP or BLACK Wal-
laby. There are a number of species of
Rock VWallabies in Northern and Inland
Australia, and the Brush-tailed Rock
Wallaby is the only one found in far
eastern Gippsland. Some populations
of Swamp Wallabies have a white tip
to the tail. Wallabies (as do Bandi-
coots) dig up and eat underground
fruiting fungi, which germinate after
passing through the gut. These young
fungi then attach themselves to the
roots of native trees and shrubs, and
form a mutually beneficial relationship
with them. The fungus actually takes
up water and nutrients and passes
them on to the host plant. The fungi
get energy from the host in the form of
carbohydrates. So once again, we find
how important it is , to have understo-
rey vegetation for the wallabies and to
benefi the establishment, vigour and
growth of larger trees.

{ | don't think we need a picture of a
wallaby !)









