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Welcome, Wumindjika and G’day 

Another TGN, another month - and this year is rapidly disappearing. 
The wattle is starting to bloom already and as it is now officially       
August the wind has picked up considerably too. As I type this it is 
definitely kite flying weather. Since the start of the year I have 
been contacted by quite a few people who wish to become        
subscribers of TGN, which is GREAT, but they don’t need to enlist 
the editor’s assistance to do this because anyone can do it for 
themselves. At the top of the front page in each TGN issue is a wee 
box that invites potential readers  -  to subscribe on-line go to     
www.highlands.org.au   all they then need to do is type in their 
name and email address on this website and subscription is          
assured. At the moment our readership is a squeak shy of 600, 
which for a small rural news-sheet is pretty impressive. However if 
you know of anyone else who would like to spend time over a   
cuppa reading all about the fantastic things that happen in the 
country, OUR part of the country, please let them know that D.I.Y. 
is the way to go.                                                  Until next week, Pauline                                                                            
And Kenny?  -  was in amongst the kids. 

“One of the advantages of being 
disorderly is that one is constantly 

making exciting discoveries.”       
A.A. Milne (1882  -  1956) 

The Granite News is an open but 
moderated community forum.  

Readers are encouraged to  
contribute articles and we also  

encourage you to air your views 
on things that interest or concern 

you within our community.   
We certainly welcome feedback 
from you, positive or otherwise 
on anything that is published in  

The Granite News 

SELL IT—BUY IT  

 Feedback? - contact  editor@tgn.org.au 
or to subscribe on-line go to 

www.highlands.org.au  

Seymour in Spring!              
Is a Festival of Events and a     

celebration of all things GREAT 
about Seymour, including the 

towns and localities that make up 
its wider area ie: the western 
chunk of the HCCC area. The 

Black Market and the Highlands 
Artists’ Collective have already 

signed up to be part of this excit-
ing 3 month long festival. If YOU 
have an event happening in this 
timeframe that you would like  

publicised to a wider audience let 
Cynthia Lim know immediately or 
by Tuesday 7th Aug at the latest! 

0403 831520                                  
cynthia@outonalim.com.au     
ring her to find out MORE…. 

WEBSITE of the WEEK 

 

http:// 

For 

Please note: Thursday evening is the deadline for inclusion in the following 
week’s TGN although this will depend on space and time constraints—thanks 

 

      Two very special September shows!                                   
Saturday 1st Sep 8pm                                                                                                          

Café Culture Series DR. CRASK & HIS SWINGING ELIXIR BAND                         

Whatever ails you, a dose of Dr Crask and his band 

will get you toe tapping and smiling. Swing dance 

tunes by Fats Waller, Ella Fitzgerald and Duke       

Ellington to name a few. Rhythm and horns, silky 

smooth vocals – that fun, engaging ‘little big-band’ 

sound!                     Tickets $25 BYO drinks and nibbles.  

Sunday 23rd Sep 2pm                                                                                                          

Sensational Sunday Matinee: HELL SHIP: THE JOURNEY OF THE TICONDEROGA 

Michael Veitch (comedian, author, and actor) writes and performs a one-man 

show of an historical maritime event that is also a family legacy. In 1852, the 

emigrant ship Ticonderoga limped into Port Melbourne after a nightmare     

voyage from England in which many passengers had died 

of typhus. A true story, this saga of tragedy, loss and  

heroism gripped the people of our young nation like 

nothing before.                  Tickets $25 – afternoon tea included 

        www.ruffartz.com.au 

 

Ruffy Community Hall, 3 Nolans Rd Ruffy                                                                                   
Christine 0419 561 386 or ruffartztickets@gmail.com  - book early to ensure a seat!! 

Month Highlands Ruffy 

July  44.4 mm  40 mm 

2018 Total  335.9 mm 291 mm  

July 
Rain Days 

18 Days 10 Days 

STOP PRESS 

mailto:ruffartztickets@gmail.com


Community Notices & Classifieds 

WOW!!     What a feast of culture, sport & entertainment ~ why would we want to live anywhere else?? 

COMMUNITY “WHAT’S ON” CALENDAR  — August & September 2018 

Tuesday 7th August     
@ 6.30pm 

MURRINDINDI GREEN WASTE MEETING                                          at Yea Council Chambers 
Council is looking to partner with local community groups interested in helping others by providing a          
community green waste collection service.  The idea is to help those people in our community who need    
assistance to get their green waste to one of Council’s Resource Recovery Centres.  All ideas welcomed. 

Wednesday 8th August 
@ 7.45pm 

RUFFY COMMUNITY ACTION GROUP                                            at Ruffy Community Centre 

Guest speaker Ruth Fluhr highlights the “Open Door” Program for refugees   Enquiries? - Felicity  0413 483450                                              

Thursday 9th August     
@ 7pm 

HIGHLANDS  COMMUNITY HALL PUBLIC MEETING                   at Highlands Community Hall 

Calls for a Committee of Management for the Highlands Community Hall for a term of three years  - (see p.3)                                                                                                                                                  

Friday 10th August        
@ 6.30 pm 

DRINKS ON THE DECK                                                                at Highlands Community Hall  
Starts at 6.30pm bring food to share for a meal together and catch up with friends old and new. All  welcome, 
especially new faces. Gold coin donation to cover power.                                                    57969247 & Contact Judy  

Monday 12th August     
@ 11 am  

HIGHLANDS SPINNING CLUB                                                                                                                                         
The Highlands Spinning Club will get together in 2018 at the same place—450 Caveat-Dropmore Rd, the same 
time 11am and with the same good company! BYO lunch and great tea & coffee will be provided.                               
.                                                                                                                                                 Enquiries? - contact Jan  5790 4361                                               

Wednesday 15th August 
@ 7 pm 

MURRINDINDI SOLAR BULK BUY MEETING                                               at Yea Shire Hall 
The Dindi Bulk Buy brings Murrindindi Shire home, business and farm owners free impartial energy advice on 
their solar options. For further information check out www.dindibulkbuy.com.au  

Friday 17th August   
6.45 for 7pm 

MURRINDINDI FILM SOCIETY                                                            at Yea Council Chambers 

MFS presents the 2012 German psychological drama “Barbara” acclaimed as “an elegant drama”. 

Thursday 23rd August   
@ 7 pm 

HUGHES CREEK CATCHMENT COLLABORATIVE MEETING         at Ruffy Community Centre 

The next meeting will be held in Ruffy commencing at 7pm. All welcome.  Enquiries? - contact Justus 5790 4268                                               

Saturday 25th August       
12 to 2pm 

HIGHLANDS BLACK MARKET                                                              at 94 Old Highlands Rd 

Bring along your excess produce, buy local and learn from each other.                        Enquiries? -  Candi 57969366                                               

Sunday 26th August   
10.00 am -  12.30pm 

TREE STORY  -  DIE BACK or GROW BACK? & Tree Planting             along the GV Rail Trail 
Come along, plant some more beautiful trees and find out about the Strathbogie Ranges 
Tree Health Project. Meet at the Merton Cemetery car park -  Tree planting is on the rail 
trail  & morning Tea will be at Merton Cemetery where Janet Hagen will present the ‘Tree  
Storey’ Project, and will talk about how we can assess the health of trees in our landscape 

Sunday 26th August   RUFFY CFA AWARDS PRESENTATION                                                      at Ruffy  CFA Shed 

Further details to come—stay tuned 

Monday 27th August    
@ 7.30pm 

TABLELANDS COMMUNITY CENTRE AGM                              at Tablelands Community Centre                                       

Election of committee and office bearers followed by a general meeting. All welcome.                                                                                                   
.                                                                                                                                                        Enquiries? Melissa 0404 833388    

Thursday 30th August   
@ 5.30 pm 

SECRET MEN’S BUSINESS                                                                          at Caveat Church 

All people in the district are welcome, gold coin donation towards a BBQ, BYO and chat. 

Saturday 1st September 
@ 8pm 

“Café Culture Series”  - Dr Crask & his Swinging Elixir Band           at Ruffy Community Hall 
Whatever ails you, this show is guaranteed to get your toes tapping: a luscious sizzling “little big-band” sound. 
Tickets $25, BYO drinks & nibbles. Please book early to ensure your seat.                                                                          
.                                                                                 Bookings: Christine 0419 561 386     email: ruffartztickets@gmail.com 

Saturday 1st & Sunday 
2nd Sept                           

10  -  4 on both days 

DARREN GILBERT’s OPEN STUDIO                                             2742 Highlands Rd, Highlands 

Darren’s studio, with his stunning, creative works is now open to the public on the first weekend each month. 
Quality art in the local community and not too far to travel to enjoy it.          

Every second      
Wednesday                

10.30-12.30 

MURRINDINDI MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE                                                 at Highlands Hall 
The Murrindindi Mobile Library service will be visiting the TGN area, based at the Highlands Hall every         
fortnight on the following dates  -  put them in you diary now  -  and come for Morning Tea.                              
August 15th & 29th     Sept 12th & 26th     Oct 10th & 24th        Nov 7th & 21st   and    Dec 5th & 19th 

Every Monday 

10 am 

YOGA AT RUFFY                                                               at Tablelands Community Centre Ruffy  

Yoga with Kylie Penny is in full swing.  All welcome! Equipment provided, $15 per class. (BYO water bottle) Any 
enquiries please call/SMS Kylie 0418899966 or email kyliepenny@gmail.com  

  

http://www.dindibulkbuy.com.au
mailto:ruffartztickets@gmail.com
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Highlands Ramblers                                         
On Sunday 29th July, despite a poor weather prediction, a 
small group of Highlands Ramblers set out for the Cherry 
Tree Range.  We began by walking up the north side where 
rich red soil was to be seen beside the track and had lunch 
near the top cooled by a very strong wind.  It is easy to   
understand why this range as been chosen for the new 
wind farm.  We saw preparations for the foundations of the 
wind turbines along the way.  As we walked down the south 
side we passed huge granite boulders familiar to              
Highlanders and even larger patches of Burgan.  At the end 
of the walk we enjoyed a great view of the Goulburn River 
and a very welcome afternoon tea. Thanks to Pru and Greg 
for a wonderful walk.   As always thanks to Andrew Shaw. 

 

 

 

 

  
Our next Highlands Ramblers walk will be on Sunday 26th 
August when we will meet at the Highlands Community 
Hall at 10.30am. Check TGN for more information or contact 
Andrew on 0427 969 297 or ajshaw577@hotmail.com 

HIGHLANDS COMMUNITY HALL                                          

Notice is given of a                                                                                              

PUBLIC MEETING                                                                                               
to be held at the Highlands Hall on Thursday 9th August 

commencing at 7.00pm to nominate persons as the    
Committee of Management for the Highlands Community 

Hall for a term of three years.  The current committee’s 
term will expire on 23rd August 2018.  All positions will be 
declared open and nominations will be accepted prior to 
or on the night.  Further information, nomination forms 

and nominee declaration forms may be obtained by     
contacting the Secretary, Judy Cameron on 5796 9247. 

Strathbogie Shire Bridge Works—these bridges will be 

CLOSED to all traffic during the start date to finish date period. 

Mon 27 Aug 2018    Fri 14 Sep 2018        Robinson Rd                           

Thu 13 Sep 2018      Fri 5 Oct 2018           Ross Rd                      

Mon 17 Sep 2018    Fri 5 Oct 2018           Grimwade Rd  Longwood  

Wed 3 Oct 2018      Mon 22 Oct 2018     Oak Valley Rd Longwood 

Mon 22 Oct 2018    Fri 23 Nov 2018        Leckies Rd Miepol 

Indigenous Reconciliation and a Republic               
I am a long time Republican.                                                            
I know the Queen seems harmless, and the young royals 
take up some worthy causes, but I don’t abide the overall 
extravagancies.                                                                             
Given the lack of enthusiasm for a republic in Government 
ranks, I feel somewhat pessimistic that I will ever see one in 
my lifetime and with it the hope for a real Australian flag.                                                                                                
However, the more important task before us and one that 
needs to be resolved before we even consider the shape of 
a republic and that is the task of reconciliation with the first 
Australians.  Megan Davis, Professor of Law (UNSW), a 
Cobble Cobble woman put the case well in an article in ‘The 
Monthly’ (April 08).  I have no space here to outline the 
finer points of her argument or that of Mark  McKenna, 
Professor of History (ANU) in ‘The Quarterly Essay’ (# 69).                                                                                              
When you think about it, it is logical, our very identity as a 
people, one of the inherent ingredients of being a republic, 
depends upon first dealing with the circumstances of our 
history.  I am not talking about the comfortable history, but 
the history that honestly acknowledges the way we white 
invaders deprived the First Nation people of their land and 
demeaned their culture (see also Bruce Pascoe’s ‘Dark 
Emu’, TGN 29/07) not forgetting the suffering they endured 
and continue to endure.                                                                                                                                                           
The 2017 ‘Uluru Statement from the Heart’, an invitation 
from Indigenous people to speak together is surely a great 
place to begin.  It is a pity the current Government has  
refused the invitation.  I want Australia to be a republic, but 
only if we deal with our history first.  Do we have the guts 
to do it?      

What do you think? 

Stuart Reid                                                                                                         
Highlands 

Ruffy Community Action Group          
All community members are invited to our next 
meeting on Wednesday August 8, 7.45pm start at the 
Tablelands Community 
Centre, Ruffy 

We will have a guest 
speaker, Ruth Fluhr from 
the Euroa branch of “Rural 
Australians for Refugees”                        
She will be sharing       in-
formation about the new 
“Open Door” program where you can provide a cul-
tural experience/homestay for refugees. This will be 
followed by our        meeting.             Enquiries- Felicity 
Sloman 0413483450 

Ruffy Artfest                                                                      
Held bi-annually the Ruffy Artfest is a celebration of    
quality art and stunning open gardens and this November 
it’s all going to be happening again. The dates for your 
diaries are Friday 9th Nov  -  Sunday 11th Nov. Thanks to a 
generous private donation the prize money for Art      
entries has been increased this year to a $750 first prize, a 
$500 second prize, a $250 third prize as well as a $100 
People’s Choice prize. Art workshops, featuring artists 
Christine Wrest-Smith & Leone Gabriel, will be held at the 
Tablelands Community Centre and Amelia Rise Donkey 
farm will be welcoming visitors over the weekend also. 
Add in 3 beautiful local gardens and everything is set for a 
fantastic weekend. If you would like to exhibit your art in 
this excellent community exhibition head to the website 
www.ruffycommunity.com.au/site/ruffy-artfest     and 
download the entry forms or enter on-line. NB this online 
method will not be open until Wed. 1st August. As  all 
types of medium will be accepted why not be in it? Entry 
forms must be returned by Friday 28th September, more      
details on website. Any queries? Ring Robyn 57903275 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjXwKmporXcAhVDlpQKHb6aC00QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.discoveringtheworldthroughmysonseyes.com%2Fmarch-multicultural-kids-carnival-teaching-heritage-to-your-c


KOPANICA PASTORAL  

EXCAVATIONS 

PH. 0357 904 235 

MOB. 0429 804 235 

RABBIT RIPPING, DAMS, DRIVEWAYS  
GENERAL EARTHWORKS &  

MACHINERY HIRE 

Phone Ian on  

     : 0408990487 

          : 57904328 

Registered Electrical Contractor: 

License No. 16959 

 

 

 

 

  

 

FRANZ KLOFT  
MECHANICAL REPAIRS  

Repairs & service of  
vehicles 

Tyres, Windscreens, Brakes, 
Batteries, Exhausts,  

 

Wheel alignment,  
Automatic transmission 

Phone 5795 2910 

CF & HL HANDASYDE BUILDERS 

Established 1978  
NEW HOMES, EXTENSIONS, 

RENOVATIONS, DOMESTIC, RURAL 

ALL YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS. 

Registered Building Practitioner  

Call Colin for a quote  

Telephone: 0419 502 782  

AG Fencing  &  
Contracting Services 

Grant Wheatley 

All fence constructions,  
Equipment maintenance & 

Pump repairs,  
Blasting Service 

 “Not sure if we do it?”  
Give us a call   

 Kopanica  

 Pastoral  

 Company P/L  
 Livestock, Water and                                                   

General Cartage 
 

We  Will Cart Anything   

Phone   5790 4235  

Mobile     0447 775 247  

EDUCATION SPACE  

For Hire 

The Tablelands Community 
Centre at Ruffy 

 
Ideal for Meetings, Lectures or 

Arts & Crafts 

Very Reasonable Rates 

Contact Melissa Macdowall 

0404 833388 

MACSHAY   
Hay & Silage 

Contractors 

Rounds and Small Squares 

We also do Contract Slashing  

& General Freight Carriers 

 

 John 57969267 0429861817 

Chris Sharman     
Energy Efficiency & Solar En-

ergy Specialist  
Acme – Air Conditioning | 

Electrical | Solar  
M: 0418 551 301 |  

T: Office - 9785 7339 

E: chris@acmeair.com.au 

IT Professional in the      
Highlands 

Can help with all problems with 
your mobile phone, I Pad,  box 
computer or any 
email issues     

Happy to travel 

John Campbell 
0478221311 

Donation from  

Supporters of the  

LACE MONITOR  

Kitchen Table Coaching 

*Overcome life's challenges 

*Use inner "core muscles" 

*Ask self challenging  

questions 

*Sample delicious food 

Your Coach  Maxien  

0401 320727  

Caveat Rd,  Terip Terip. 
Open to the Public 
Entry by Donation 

Opening Hours are by 
   APPOINTMENT ONLY 

Please phone to check if the 
weather is inclement 

PH: 0412 251114 

Amelia Rise       
Donkeys  

at Hee Haw Farm  

Seymour Equine & 

Rural 
Supplying everything you need with 

products & expertise in                                                 

* Animal production 

* Pasture/Crop production 

* Fencing & livestock handling systems  

 Your ONE stop shop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

ROGAINING 

mailto:chris@acmeair.com.au

