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Welcome, Wumindjika and G’day

How many times have we heard the phrase, come to the country and slow
down—yeah right? From the number of events that keep popping up for TGN’s
calendar that phrase was obviously meant for another area and not this one, as
a veritable feast of activities are happening during the next few weeks - literally
on our doorsteps. Enjoy!

Following on from both Stuart’s and Neil’s thoughts on the many RRRRRs, I’'d
like to add an observation of my own. For many years | have always used
reusable shopping bags, for both major and minor shops, and | must admit that
I am a bit over reminding the cashiers at my local supermarket (again) that |
don’t need or want a plastic bag or 10. Last year, regrettably, | discovered an
even more powerful reason for my dislike of plastic bags. Of course | knew that
plastic killed marine life, when left to float around the world’s oceans, but for
some inexplicable reason | imagined it was a 1:1 ratio—one plastic bag per
turtle, or dolphin. Reality hit with a thud when | discovered that those animals
who have been killed by digesting plastic, or been strangled by it or enmeshed
in it, logically, decompose after death thus releasing the plastic that has killed
them to continue its lethal journey across the oceans, killing again and again
and again. | was gobsmacked as it seemed just so unfair. Even though oceans
don’t feature in our neighbourhood, | guess it’s the thought of the unnecessary
death of wildlife that bothers me, so my shopping bags are always in the car -
ready and waiting. Until next week, Pauline

And Kenny Koala? He was caught cuddling up with Mr Powerful Owl, so he’s
living rather dangerously there.

Paddock Trees — die back or grow back?

We've had loads of enquiries about the health of our native trees over the last 6
months at the Arboretum. Red gums turning brown and sick looking around Bonnie
Doon and Mansfield over winter, mature Narrow leaved Peppermints not surviving
the summers in Strathbogie, big Red Box trees around Longwood curling up their
toes. Like all living things, trees die naturally — that’s part of life. Are we looking at
natural processes or a system out of balance? Insect infestations without normal
predator control, hotter drier summers stressing trees that are adapted to cooler,
wetter conditions?

Once you start noticing a problem, sometimes that problem can seem to turn up
everywhere. Folks in the Strathbogies, (and elsewhere for that matter) love their
trees. They are one of the natural features that are highly valued by the region’s
residents, farmers and visitors are its big old trees. As well as looking beautiful,

these trees provide food, shelter and shade for people, stock and wildlife.

So, they have decided to do something about it, and they need your help along the
way — a citizen science project to monitor the health of your favourite trees.

To make sure the trees are looked after so they can cope with the increased
likelihood of fires, droughts or floods, we need you to help us record the location
and health of the large old trees on private and public land. This is not for the faint
hearted — this is a 10 year commitment to check on your favourite few trees every 6
months and record their well being. They have developed a simple smart phone
app you can download plus tree ID booklets and an instruction manual to guide you
through the survey process.

These tree health surveys will then be used to develop actions to maintain the trees
now and in to the future. To find out more about getting involved in this exciting
project and where to pick up your monitoring kit please contact GBCMA and

Dr Jenny Wilson by phone 5822 7700 or email reception@gbcma.vic.gov.au  or
Janet Hagen hughescreek2@gmail.com

n www.facebook.com/HCCCLandcare

HCCC Landcare is now on Facebook—keep up with all of our activities

Feedback? - contact editor@tgn.org.au

or to subscribe on-line go to
www.highlands.org.au

In all things in nature, there is
something of the marvellous.

Aristotle (384—322BC)

The Granite News is an open but
moderated community forum.
Readers are encouraged to
contribute articles and we also
encourage you to air your views
on things that interest or concern
you within our community.
We certainly welcome feedback
from you, positive or otherwise
on anything that is published in
The Granite News

SELL IT—BUY IT
FIND IT—RENTIT

Wanted to Rent—Ruffy
or surrounding district

Permanent cottage accommoda-
tion prefer 2 bedroom or 1
bedroom with office space

Mature & reliable tenant
Contact Doug—0427 904387

FOR SALE

Alarge 4 shaft Swedish loom that can
weave pieces 4’ wide as well as weave
double widths.

One owner, POA, contact Sally on
57969276 or 0448 879642

Also a small 4 shaft table loom

FOR SALE

LPG Fridge. Separate freezer compartment
above the good size fridge. Works well.

$300 — 0422 217904

WEBSITE of the WEEK

www. cleanup.org.au

Clean Up Australia’s website
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‘ Community Notices & Classifieds ‘

COMMUNITY “WHAT’S ON” CALENDAR — February & March 2018

Thursday 15th | HUGHES CREEK CATCHMENT COLLABORATIVE MEETING
February

7.30pm The first meeting for 2018 will be held at the Caveat Church. All welcome.

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE & VENUE! Enquiries? - contact Mel 0417 126 975

Saturday 17th | COME ALONG AND HAVE A TEALY GOOD TIME !

Februa
v February is Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month and to assist OC research a fundraising afternoon tea(l) will

2-4 pm be held at the Y Water Discovery Centre in Yea from 2-4pm. Great food, live music and the chance to pur-
chase some excellent auction items ensure a fun afternoon for a good cause. Best dressed in teal = prize!
RSVP for catering by Feb. 12th to Pauline 0427 529551

Thursday 2and | SECRET MEN’S BUSINESS at Caveat Church
Feb
S All people in the district are welcome, gold coin donation towards a BBQ, BYO and chat.
5.30pm
Saturday 24th | RUFFARTZ—CAFE CULTURE SERIES 2018 Ruffy Community Hall, Nolans Rd
February

The Pacific Belles. Fabulous singing trio inspired the glamour of the 1940’s. BYO drinks and nibbles. Tickets $25.

7-30 for 8pm | Season Tickets 4 shows for $75. Please book early to ensure your seat. An excellent evening’s entertainment *#%%*
i Bookings: Chrissy 0419 561386 email: ruffartztickets@gmail.com www.ruffartz.com.au

RuttArtZ

Sunday 25th | CFA COMMUNITY FIREGUARD MEETING at Highlands Hall
February

o ) A community meeting to discuss the Fireguard program and local implementation is being held—see
10.15 -1

attachment for further details. To register your interest ring Andrea Whitaker 0417 369225 RSVP by 20/2

Saturday 3rd | ANNUAL HIGHLANDS .v. RUFFY CRICKET MATCH @ the MCG—Molesworth Cricket Ground

March
Forget the Ashes this is the cricketing highlight of the year! Anyone interested in playing please contact

10.30 for 11am | Scott Mckay 0427 969259 ASAP. The Molesworth Hotel will be the venue for lunch at 1.30pm.

Saturday 3rd | LONGWOOD BEER, WINE & CIDER FESTIVAL Longwood Recreation Reserve. Down St
March This exciting new outdoor event will showcase a selection of craft breweries, local wineries & cider makers.
2—g9pm Games for the young & music for all. Pre-sale tickets $25, at the Gate $35 & kids free. See website for more..
Friday 9th DRINKS ON THE DECK B at Highlands Community Hall
March Starts at 6.30pm bring food to share for a meal together and catch up with friends old and new. All
6.30pm welcome, especially new faces. Gold coin donation to cover power. Contact Judy 5796 9247

Monday 12th | HIGHLANDS SPINNING CLUB
March

P The Highlands Spinning Club will get together in 2018 at the same place—450 Caveat-Dropmore Rd, the
(‘f\\[ 1tam same time 11am and with the same good company! BYO lunch and great tea & coffee will be provided.
I\ Enquiries? - contact Jan 5790 4361

Every Monday | YOGA AT RUFFY at Tablelands Community Centre Ruffy

10 am Returning Monday Feb 5, at 10am, Yoga with Kylie Penny. All welcome! Equipment provided, $15 per class.
(BYO water bottle) Any enquiries please call/SMS Kylie 0418899966 or email kyliepenny@gmail.com

Last Friday of the | MASSAGE THERAPIST - Kristy Adams at Tablelands Community Centre Ruffy
month will be visiting the Ruffy Community Centre once a month for remedial massage sessions

commencing on Friday 23rd February. Treatments commence at 10am. For further details and to book a

session contact Kristy on 0409 999957.

:.:.: | cFA ROSTERS CFA radios still available @ $180 each—ring 0427 529551
CFA | |Highlands/Caveat Radio Sched & Drive - Steve McAlpin & Mel Bronca —Sun 18/2 @ 8.15am
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A couple of weeks ago | was chatting with Peg and discovered that she had been disassembling Glentannar during the
previous weeks and was wondering what she could do with all the “stuff”. | asked her to share her thoughts in TGN. Ed.

Dispossession - Peg Lade

How can | not respond to Pauline! She keeps me so well supplied with suitable books that I will be forever grateful to her.
As old age and physical limitations restrict my activities, books are my lifeline. And, since cataract operations, I have
discovered that TV is not the infectious disease | always thought! That is, if the remote knob is stuck on SBS and Channel 2.

And that brings me to “People and Places” - the column | wrote for The Granite News when Miranda was editor. My
family are dispossessing “Glentannar” and how do you dispose of 65 years of possessions?

The Op Shop is sick of us, the second-hand bookshop in Yea has too many over-crowded shelves, and the pit at the end of
the house paddock must be nearly full and no-one wants any more STUFF. And fire restrictions are in.

| came to Yea 5 years ago, and brought only things | needed. (or so | thought) Half of it, | have never used. (but | can’t re-
linquish). I think of the Aborigines and their Spartan life styles — how sensible! The only thing of real value to them was
COUNTRY.

Highlands is my country, people ask me how | like living in Yea and | don’t know how to answer. Here | have everything a
90-something needs, but | want to go back!

| was born in Yea, married here, but to get to Highlands and absorb the views is like breathing champagne!

Many years ago a sister said to me, “What are you going to do when you get old?” “Oh,” | said, go to Melbourne I sup-
pose.” “Melbourne,” she said, “You couldn’t breathe the air.” How right she was, and | keep telling myself, how lucky I
am, to have a family and friends who take me to Highlands so often. But it’s not the same. Most of my former friends are
dead anyway, so it’s not worth reading the Death Notices.

Life is changing too rapidly, | am I.T. illiterate, and it is too late to try and catch up.

So I'll keep filling my rubbish bins here, and dream of the sunsets and ecstatic views from all parts of our wonderful
Tablelands! (But I don’t miss the winters and I’'m glad that | won’t have to dispossess this house.)

Footnote: The final time | cut the lawns of my dearly loved garden at Glentannar (all 1 and % acres of it) a big koala with a
baby on its back, stood motionless, about 2 metres away from my ride-on!

The Boathole @ Ruffy Ruffy Community Action Group—Progress report

Did you learn to swim at the Boathole? Or perhaps have

i nics d o 1. The Community Defibrillator to be made available,
picnics down there?

further research needed although several local groups
If so the Ruffy Community Action Group is seeking stories | have agreed in principle to provide funds for purchase.
and pictures to be displayed on an information sign as well | 2. The Boathole sign to be erected.
as collating an accurate history - keeping it alive for 3. Intro. to First aid seminar - very well attended in
future generations. 2017 and many attendees are considering a higher level
Please email your information, questions or even your | 4- Ruffy Community webpage update is ongoing, email

availability for a meeting to discuss your experiences to | any queries or additions to -
ruffycommunity@gmail.com ruffycommunity@gmail.com

5 In conjunction with Strathbogie Shire work is being
Pollinators in Your Garden - with presenter Karen Petra |, ndertaken on a Community Plan.

Like to find out more about the birds & the bees? Come along - | RCAG Meetings are open to all community members

Saturday 24th February -10.30 - 1pm @ Third Age Clubrooms, AR S U S @i W, LA R, Hine TR

Kirkland Ave, Euroa. RSVP - Val Kneebone 0419328731 or Vicki SEYMOUR WORKING DOG SHEEP TRIALS
Lane 0429 127399 Friday 23 March - Sunday 25 March

Euroa Arboretum Nursery - Order Now

As we come out of this heatwave, it's time to consider what to
plant this Autumn/Winter. We collect local indigenous seeds and
'grow to order' at our nursery. We have 183 species available. Enquiries: Diann Schrapel Tel: 0357 921089 or email
It's important to order now as this allows enough time to grow schrapeli@activ8.net.au

plants to be collected from April onwards. Prices are on our
website.

The nursery is open Monday and Thursday from 9am-4.30pm for
purchase of individual plants or advice on what to plant in your
garden or farm. To see our species list, download the plant order
form, save it to your computer, complete and upload from this
page - www.euroaarboretum.com.au/plant-order-form

Kings Park, Tallarook Street, Seymour
8 am start daily, catering available
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Habbies Howe
Beef

Mature Well Hung
and Available

Garv's Meal Prahan
Market
Berties of Richmond
and St Helena
www.habbieshowe.com.au

ruffy

producestore

www.ruffy. com.au
open lunch fridays
dinner every
friday night
weekends & holidays
breakfast from 8.30am
lunch from 12 noon
bookings a good idea
phone 5790 4387

AG Fencing &

Contracting Services
Grant Wheatley

All fence constructions,
Equipment maintenance &
Pump repairs,
Blasting Service
“Not sure if we do it?”
Give us a call

KOPANICA PASTORAL
EXCAVATIONS

PH. 0357 904 235
MosB. 0429 804 235

RABBIT RIPPING, DAMS, DRIVEWAYS
GENERAL EARTHWORKS &

MACHINERY HIRE
~PEUROA
I

We do the lot!

PRINTERS
print and design single to full process colour

photocopy business cards guphic dsipr

brochures Large format printing order books

laminating  digital imaging invoice books
bby holders .. and more!

Jel

it &,’gm, .
)

FRANZ KLOFT
MECHANICAL REPAIRS
Repairs & service of
vehicles
Tyres, Windscreens, Brakes,
Batteries, Exhausts,
Wheel alignment,
Automatic transmission
Phone 5795 2910
38 Railway Street, Euroa
FREE QUOTES

Kopanica
Pastoral
Company P/L
Livestock, Water and
General Cartage
We Will Cart Anything

Phone 5790 4235
Mobile 0447 775 247

MACSHAY
Hay & Silage
Contractors e

Rounds and Small Squares

We also do Contract Slashing

& General Freight Carriers

John 57969267 0429861817

CF & HL HANDASYDE BUILDERS
Established 1978
NEW HOMES, EXTENSIONS,
RENOVATIONS, DOMESTIC, RURAL
ALL YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS.
Registered Building Practitioner

Call Colin for a quote
Telephone: 0419 502 782

: 0408990487
: 57904328

Registered Electrical Contractor:

Robert
Hamilton
Earthmoving

*Specialising in General earthmoving
Erosion Control, Dams, Roadways,
Clearing, Ripping, House/Shed sites

* A range of small & large equipment

Contact Rob Hamilton
0429 059602

EDUCATION SPACE

For Hire
The Tablelands Community
Centre at Ruffy

Ideal for Meetings, Lectures or
Arts & Crafts

LAWSON

Very Reasonable Rates
Contact Melissa Macdowall

0404 833388

Donation from
Supporters of the

LACE MONITOR

00

R&QEES
MAFEKING ROVER PARK
Camping, Cabins, Multi-Purpose
Hall & Picnic Shelter, Abseiling,
Archery, Bush Walks, BMX Track,
9 Hole Golf Course & Much more!

Bookings: 039111 0030
Site Phone: 03 5797 6351
www.mafekingroverpark.com

Kitchen Table Coaching
*QOvercome life's challenges
*Use inner "core muscles"

*Ask self challenging
guestions

*Sample delicious food

Your Coach Maxien

0401 320727

Amelia Rise
Donkeys
at Hee Haw Farm

Caveat Rd, Terip Terip.
Open to the Public
Entry by Donation
Opening Hours are

by APPOINTMENT ONLY

Please phone to check if

weather is inclement

PH: 0412 251114

Callum - 0437 182 223 5796 9265
lawsonbluetop@gmail.com

General earthworks & hole boring
Diesel repairs & servicing
Metal fabrication & welding
Shed construction & removal

License No. 16959
Home, Garden &

Property Services

For regular help or one-off
projects like painting,
tiling, carpentry, gardening,
fence repairs, and more...
call Andrew on

048 777 1234

Chris Sharman
Energy Efficiency & Solar En-
ergy Specialist
Acme — Air Conditioning |

Electrical
M: 0418 551 301 |
T: Office - 9785 7339

E: AC,\E\Z

rical & sol;

Corner Stone Dental

Dr John Paul Lee
BDS (Otago NZ)
Orthodontics/Implants
Cosmetic & General Den-
tistry
Book an Appointment
5792 2055
72 Anzac Ave
Seymour

& =
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Rural Plumbing
Renovations
Maintenance

New Buildings

Ph: 0422191807

Licence: 106798

All General Earthworks
and Excavations

+ Dams, House and
Shed Sites, Farm
Tracks, Driveways,
Tree Clearing,
Fence Lines and
Scrub Clearing,
Erosion Control,
Rabbit Ripping

« Wide range of
machines available
Give us a
disappoint!
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