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Welcome, Wumindjika and G’day 

2019 has arrived and with it the 13th volume of The Granite News! WOW! 
I’m sure that when Miranda took on the job of inaugural editor in 2007 
little did she imagine that this publication would become such an        
important feature of life on the Tablelands and beyond. From an initial 
readership of a little over 200 this weekly epistle now reaches more than 
3 times that number and covers a much greater geographical area than 
just the HCCC Catchment. Of course all this couldn’t happen without 
YOU, the readers, sending in your varied, entertaining and informative 
contributions as well as valuable feedback on the publication. Thanks so 
much for this. As we have all had a bit of a break over the festive season 
& new year, a couple of reminders please to keep TGN on track for 2019. 
1. Thursday night is the deadline for inclusion in the next issue of TGN      
2. Photos & attachments need to be pre-shrunk to KB size from MB size 
3. Local contributions are most welcome - who doesn’t like reading 
Scott’s entertaining roving reports on those cricket matches?                   
4. Ads on the front page run for 3 weeks unless sold or otherwise prior 
to that. Informing the editor if this happens would be appreciated.                                    
5. Priority will be given to local news (within the TGN Tablelands’ area 
or involving Tablelanders), Landcare/environmental issues and           
interesting, informative and/or entertaining articles, as well as the odd                     
announcement from our 3 local councils that may well be of interest to, 
or impact upon, our local communities.                                                             
Many thanks for your great support in 2018, I’m very much looking     
forward to TGN 2019.     Best wishes to all for the year ahead.       Pauline                                                                                                                                
And Kenny?  -  was enjoying the Ruffy Christmas Party with Santa. 

“What a beautiful world it would 
be if people had hearts like 

dogs.”  -  Anon. 

The Granite News is an open but 
moderated community forum.  

Readers are encouraged to  
contribute articles and we also  

encourage you to air your views 
on things that interest or concern 

you within our community.   
We certainly welcome feedback 
from you, positive or otherwise 
on anything that is published in  

The Granite News 

SELL IT—BUY IT  

 Feedback? - contact  editor@tgn.org.au 
or to subscribe on-line go to 

www.highlands.org.au  

Would the person who has 
“borrowed” a box of a dozen 
wine glasses from the Highlands 
Hall please have the 
courtesy to return 
them ASAP. They       
belong to the  local   
community. See snake’s armpit                                       

WEBSITE of the WEEK 

 

https://www.re.org/ 

This  

 

 

Please note: Thursday evening is the deadline for inclusion in the following 
week’s TGN although this will depend on space and time constraints—thanks 

BEE HIVES & SWARMS  
Unloved Bee hives & unwelcome 
swarms given a new home. 
Please call Norm ( Yorston Rd 
Highlands)  
0418 379 401  

Wanted 

Farm Chemical Users’ Course                                                                 

Like to know more about the chemicals you are using on your property? 
Upper Goulburn Landcare Network is running a subsidised and certified 
2 day course for landholders who wish to learn about the safe use of 
pest plant and animal control chemicals on their land. Dates for your  
diary are Sunday 24th & Sunday 31st March, all day, at the Flowerdale 
Hall. For further details please see the attachment with this week’s TGN.                 
At $25 per person this course is an absolute bargain!                                    

Yoga is coming back!!                                                                      
For all those practising yogis and potential yogis Kylie will again be   
holding Yoga classes in 2019  - EVERY Monday (including the Labour 
Day holiday on 11th March). Everyone is welcome so bring along your 
friends BUT book in advance. The 9 week term is $153 (paid upfront) or 
casual rates are $20 a session.  Kylie is looking forward to another  
magical year of yoga and thanks everyone 
for their continued support & dedication 
to yoga practice.                       Namaste.                                                          
See Calendar of Events for further details. 

M ISS I NG! 

Month Highlands Ruffy 

December   58.2 mm   ?? mm 

2018 Total    621.6 mm ?? mm  

December 
Rain Days 

11 Days ?? Days 

https://beam.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=49040b34e3ebb07b646755e98&id=6489ccd5a9&e=3cd6593b60


Community Notices & Classifieds 

WOW!!     What a feast of culture, sport & entertainment ~ why would we want to live anywhere else?? 

CALENDAR of EVENTS  — January & February 

Saturday 26th January       
@ 10 -  12 

HIGHLANDS BLACK MARKET                                                              at 94 Old Highlands Rd 
Bring along your excess produce, buy local and learn from each other.                        Enquiries? -  Candi 57969366 
Please note NEW Summer times!!                                                

Thursday 31st January  
@ 5.30pm 

SECRET MEN’S BUSINESS                                                                          at Caveat Church 

All people in the district are welcome, gold coin donation towards a BBQ, BYO and chat 

Saturday & Sunday     
2nd & 3rd February         

10  -  4 

DARREN GILBERT’s OPEN STUDIO                                   2742 Highlands Rd, Highlands 
Darren’s studio, with his stunning, creative works is now open to the public on the first weekend each month. 
Quality art in the local community and not too far to travel to enjoy it. 

Wednesday 6th          
February @ 7.30pm 

SWING DANCE CLASSES                                                                                   at Ruffy Hall 
The swinging dancers are at it again with another series of classes, come along and join in the fun bopping 
away to the music of Glenn Miller and his friends. Everyone welcome!                      Enquiries?  -  Ray 0467 951559                                                       

Friday 8th February      
@ 6.30pm 

DRINKS ON THE DECK                                                                at Highlands Community Hall  
Starts at 6.30pm bring food to share for a meal together and catch up with friends old and new. All  welcome, 
especially new faces. Gold coin donation to cover power.                                                    57969247 & Contact Judy  

Monday 11th February 
@ 11am 

HIGHLANDS SPINNING CLUB                                                                                                                                         
The Highlands Spinning Club will get together in 2019 at the same place—450 Caveat-Dropmore Rd, the same 
time 11am and with the same good company! BYO lunch and great tea & coffee will be provided.                               
.                                                                                                                                                 Enquiries? - contact Jan  5790 4361                                                

Wed. 13th February     
@ 9.30 

TERIP TERIP MORNING TEA                                                           at Terip Community Centre 
This enjoyable social event is open to all members of the community, come along, enjoy a cuppa, swap any 
books or home-grown produce and enjoy meeting others. 

Wednesday 13th          
February @ 7.30pm 

SWING DANCE CLASSES                                                                                   at Ruffy Hall 
The swinging dancers are at it again with another series of classes, come along and join in the fun bopping 
away to the music of Glenn Miller and his friends. Everyone welcome!                      Enquiries?  -  Ray 0467 951559                                                       

Saturday 16th February 
@ 2—4pm 

AFTERNOON TEA(L) - Fundraising for Ovarian Cancer Research               at YWDC @Yea 
Once again this fun–filled afternoon will be happening at the Y Water Discovery Centre in Yea. Come along for 
the chance to win all sorts of prizes and to bid on some fantastic auction items too. $5 will get you in the door 
for this very social and worthwhile event, not to mention yummy food.  Bring you friends and wear some teal. 
RSVPs are essential for catering purposes by Friday 9th Feb. please.    Enquiries & RSVPS  -  Pauline 0427 529551 

Saturday 16th  -        
Monday 18th February 

CARRIAGE HORSE DRIVING TRIALS  -  Mini Enduro                   around Ruffy, Terip & Caveat 
A heads up for this fantastic local event. What a great opportunity to see Carriage Horse Driving happening in 
our own backyard. Put the dates in your diary now. 

Every second      
Wednesday               
10.30-12.30 

MURRINDINDI MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE                                 at Highlands Community Hall 
The Mobile Library visits the TGN area, based at the Highlands Hall every fortnight -  Term 1 dates for 2019  -   
Jan 30th, Feb. 13th & 27th, March 13th & 27th and April 10th.  

Every Monday 

10 am 

YOGA AT RUFFY                                                               at Tablelands Community Centre Ruffy 
Yoga with Kylie Penny is about to start. All welcome! Equipment provided, $20 per class or $153 per term paid 
upfront. (BYO water bottle) Any enquiries please call/SMS Kylie 0418899966 or email kyliepenny@gmail.com                                                       
Please note Term 1 2019 will begin on Monday 4th Feb and bookings are essential via SMS, phone or email. 

Our wonderful supporter, the Yea branch of the Bendigo Bank, has commenced a community initiative that 
aims to support local traders. $10 or $20 gift cards can be purchased at the bank and then spent as “cash” at 
selected businesses in both Yea and Alexandra. Why not call into the Yea branch and find out more?  

mailto:kyliepenny@gmail.com


Preparing your property means you can minimise the chance of property damage during a 
fire; even if you plan to leave early. For more information about this - www.cfa.vic.gov.au  

Terip Terip’s Terrifc Tennis Tournament   
2019 

The annual tournament was held in hot, dry     
conditions on Jan. 12th. On court we witnessed 
some great tennis with many laughs and off court 
the players and spectators relaxed and enjoyed 
the shade of the trees or verandah. The            
committee wish to thank all those who attended 
and to the wonderful community members who 
donated their time to assist beforehand and on 
the day. And the WINNERS are….   

MEN                                                                                     
(Section 1) Winner  -  Robert Lawrence (Terip)  

                      R/up       -  Nick Adams (Broadford)           
(Section 2) Winner   -  William Tilton (Terip) 

                      R/up       -  Edward Tilton (Terip)             
LADIES                                                                               
(Section 1) Winner  -  Kerry Hewlett (Terip) 

                      R/up      -  Chris Ellis (Euroa)                     
(Section 2) Winner  -  Sally Kubeil (Terip) 

                      R/up      -   Marlene (Broadford) 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Community Fireguard        by Andrea Whitaker 
Approximately 12 (maybe 14??) years ago the Community          
Fireguard Program was run by the CFA in Highlands. Three 
groups were created as a result - Old Highlands/Granite 
Hills Rd,        Lades/Blue Top Rd     and   Caveat. I am the 
Community Fireguard Co-ordinator of the Old Highlands/
Granite Hills Rd fire trees.  Several members of this group 
and the wider community completed the Community    
Fireguard Program early in 2018.  

Initially, a fire phone tree was created as the main source 
of  communication. This involved each person calling up to 
two others down the line, who then called up to two     
others, and so on. This process has now been superseded 
by a much more  efficient group SMS App and also the             
Vic Emergency App. The Vic Emergency App allows its          
notification to be copied, which can then be pasted into 
the group SMS. Our SMS group also includes some other 
community members I have had contact with who may not 
be on the phone tree due to location. It has the advantage 
of contacts being able to be added instantly, like when 
someone new moves into the area or someone else is 
house sitting for you.  

Our phone tree is still updated each year and is in place as a    
foundation document. It has increased neighbourly        
connections and provides a framework for communication 
and support. e.g On a high fire danger day members of the 
fire tree are reminded to let their contact person, or other 
local person, know of their whereabouts on that day.     
People are aware of the likelihood of a neighbour/contact 
receiving an alert. Do they have mobile reception? Do they 
have the Vic emergency App and/or a listening set? Can 
they receive text messages? It is particularly beneficial for 
non-permanent residents and new residents to the area 
who are some of the most vulnerable. 

With this in mind, I wish to stimulate conversation and 
planning in your local area.  

Do you have a fire plan? How do you obtain information? 
What is your trigger to leave early – total fire ban, severe, 
extreme or catastrophic ratings? Where will you go if you 
leave early? What will you take?  Do you know your      
neighbours plan? Do you let someone know where you are 
on high fire danger days? Where will you go as a place of 
last resort if you are unable to leave early? There are lots 
more questions to consider. 

Recently we met to discuss how we would use a fire    
emergency house as a place of safety. Is there somewhere 
near you that would be a safer place to meet in an       
emergency? Do you have a group of people that could   
benefit from a group SMS alert? 

We have found that each year there are more questions 
and  refinement of the structure and operation of our tree, 
SMS system and of our fire plans. Developing your plan can 
be as  simple as beginning with accessing the Fire Ready Kit  
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/fire-ready-kit 

With the recent hot weather we have been experiencing 
many thanks to Andrea for this timely article  -  Ed 

NB  - The first spinning day for 2019 will not be 
until Monday 11th Feb. See you at Jan’s then. 

 

Sources of fire information  

Radio Scanner  

“Vic Emergency” App for mobile phones  
Emergency Victoria Website:  www.emergency.vic.gov.au 
Vic Emergency Hotline: 1800 226 226 
CFA Website:  http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-
restrictions 
Radio: 774, UGFM 89.9, ABC news 

https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/fire-ready-kit
http://www.emergency.vic.gov.au
http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions
http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions


 
 

KOPANICA PASTORAL  

EXCAVATIONS 

PH. 0357 904 235 

MOB. 0429 804 235 

RABBIT RIPPING, DAMS, DRIVEWAYS  
GENERAL EARTHWORKS &  

MACHINERY HIRE 

Phone Ian on  

     : 0408990487 

          : 57904328 

Registered Electrical Contractor: 

License No. 16959 

 

 

 

 

  

 

FRANZ KLOFT  
MECHANICAL REPAIRS 

Repairs & service of  
vehicles 

Tyres, Windscreens, Brakes, 
Batteries, Exhausts,  

 

Wheel alignment,  
Automatic transmission 

Phone 5795 2910 

CF & HL HANDASYDE BUILDERS 

Established 1978 
NEW HOMES, EXTENSIONS, 

RENOVATIONS, DOMESTIC, RURAL 

ALL YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS. 

Registered Building Practitioner 

Call Colin for a quote 

Telephone: 0419 502 782 

AG Fencing  &  
Contracting Services 

Grant Wheatley 

All fence constructions,  
Equipment maintenance & 

Pump repairs,  
Blasting ServDueice 

 “Not sure if we do it?”  
Give us a call   

 Kopanica 

 Pastoral 

 Company P/L 
 Livestock, Water and                                                   

General Cartage 
 

We  Will Cart Anything   

Phone   5790 4235  

Mobile     0447 775 247  

EDUCATION SPACE  

For Hire 

The Tablelands Community 
Centre at Ruffy 

 
Ideal for Meetings, Lectures or 

Arts & Crafts 

Very Reasonable Rates 

Contact Melissa Macdowall 

0404 833388 

MACSHAY   
Hay & Silage 

Contractors 

Rounds and Small Squares 

We also do Contract Slashing  

& General Freight Carriers 

 

 John 57969267 0429861817 

Chris Sharman     
Energy Efficiency & Solar En-

ergy Specialist  
Acme – Air Conditioning | 

Electrical | Solar  
M: 0418 551 301 |  

T: Office - 9785 7339 

E: chris@acmeair.com.au 

IT Professional in the      
Highlands 

Can help with all problems with 
your mobile phone, I Pad,  box 
computer or any 
email issues     

Happy to travel 

John Campbell 
0478221311 

Donation from  

Supporters of the  

LACE MONITOR  

 

Caveat Rd,  Terip Terip. 
Open to the Public 
Entry by Donation 

Opening Hours are by 

   APPOINTMENT ONLY 

Please phone 0412 251114 
for an appointment 

PH: 0412 251114 

Amelia Rise       
Donkeys  

at Hee Haw Farm  

Seymour Equine & 

Rural 
Supplying everything you need with 

products & expertise in                                                 

* Animal production 

* Pasture/Crop production 

* Fencing & livestock handling systems  

 Your ONE stop shop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

ROGAINING 

To advertise in  

 this space for  

 2019 contact  

 the Editor  

mailto:chris@acmeair.com.au









