Gerry Martin has written about his experiences in Australia for his old school,
Wimborne Infant School. Here is Episode 1 with more to follow next week.

#
My name is Gerry Martin. I am sixty
years old. I came to live in Australia in
1962. A retired Melbourne firefighter, I
live in the mountains in a little stone
cottage in a place called Kobyboyn,
Central Highlands, Victoria, Australia.

stored to run the bus instead of using
petrol.
In those days we had double summer
time which meant it stayed light until
11pm!
At the outbreak of war we were living
in Alverstone Rd. After one nasty air
raid a bomb landed quite close by and
damaged a few houses including ours.
So we moved to 54 Carisbrooke Rd
where we stayed until the end of the
war.

I have sixteen acres of land, with lots of
visiting wildlife. I have two quite revolting looking little pug dogs, who snore
quite a lot! Adder and Zac. God! They
are ugly!!
I was born in Crofton Road, Milton,
Portsmouth. My father was a master
builder and my mum was an Irish
farmer’s daughter. In those days families were much larger. I was the youngest of nine children. Consequently we
were not what you would say rich, but
we never seemed to go without. There
was lots and lots of laughter and heaps
of cuddles.
What is the first thing you can
remember?
My earliest days are rather hazy. I can
remember the smells of fresh baked
bread, hot milk ovaltine and rain on a
hot day. The Second World War
changed everything. We in Britain were
not prepared for what happened. Everything we called progress came to a sudden stop. Electricity, wireless, motor
cars, trucks and lorries all seemed to
disappear overnight!
Iron railings on the front walls of houses
were cut off and taken away to be transformed into tanks and bombs.
Some things that happened were quite
fun for us kids. Milk and bread were
delivered by horse and cart. It was really
something to have a ride up on the cart.
I can clearly remember a great big
“Foden” steam traction engine towing a
trailer full of huge barrels of beer and
unloading them into the cellar of the pub
on the corner of Winter and Goldsmith
Ave. Some of the corporation double
decker buses used to have a trailer with
a fire in it making coal gas with a pipe
going up to a huge silver coloured bag
on the roof of the bus where it was
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Please send any articles, advertisements etc to miranda@activ8.net.au.
There will be 2 more editions of The
Granite News before the Christmas
break. It will return when school goes
back in 2008. Make sure you send me
anything you want printed asap to
make sure that I can fit it in.
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Phone Allyson on 57 969208
‘I am so grateful to have found
Highlands Primary School, and feel
my children are very fortunate to have
had such a great start to their
educational career.” Satisfied parent.
Junior Room:
Spelling: Walter, Laura,
Reading: Kendall,
Counting: Emillie, Kendall
Tables: Daniel, Kassie,
Imogen, Laura
Home Learning: Imogen

&& '

( ) &

HCCC will organize a small willow
removal programme next year. Priority
will be given to waterways at the top
ends of the catchment, where the
problem starts. If you would like to be
included, please send me your details
including a rough estimate of the size
of the problem, thanks Miranda

On Wednesday the 7th of November
2007 we all went to Scienceworks.
At ten thirty we went to the Sun, Earth
and Moon show. In the show we saw
pictures of the sun and some were 3D!
Then went to lots of mini activities, there
was a camera on a spinning robot and
there was a thing that you talk into and
at the other end you could hear it.
Then we went to the Planetarium where
there is a huge screen on the dome
roof. The seats leaned back so you
could see the movie easily, the movie
was very long.
After lunch we went to Sportsworks.
There was lots of activities, some were
racing Cathy Freeman, wheelchair racing, speed ball where you threw a ball
as fast as you can and it will measure it.
There were lots of things to test
strength, balance, eyesight, jumping
height, reaction time and lots more!
Then we caught a train to Southern
Cross station and then back to Seymour.
Our favourite thing was Sportswork!

By Elliot, John and Walter
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It is time to think about getting your rabbit warrens ripped. It is amazing how
many of the pesky critters are running
free at the moment. There is a maximum of 80 ripping hours per landowner
for which Landcare provides a 50% subsidy. Some site visits will be needed so
try and be as accurate as possible
about how many hours you will need.
It may help to speak to an operator
such as Andrew Shaw to get an clearer
idea of time needed. I’ll need to know if
there is a radical difference, ie more
than 10 hours in your allocation and the
hours that you in fact needed.

((-

.

3
3

&

ROCK ISOTOME (Isotoma axillaris) is a low bushy perennial which
grows in rock crevices, and its colourful blue star-like flowers are showing
now.
The white latex in the stems is slightly
toxic, but not dangerous, so don't pick
a bunch as a present for your mother,
as happened to one local.
The Swamp Isotome (Isotoma fluviatilis) is a mat-like plant with small flat
blue flowers, visible now in damp
areas.

John Hammond will be out spraying
weeds on our roadsides again. Please
mark any weeds on your roadsides to
make it easier and quicker for him.
Green fluro tape is available from Janet
Hagen , Ruffy Store and at Highlands
Primary School,.
It’s time to put in your orders for Brush
Off , Wetting agent and Round Up to
receive the 50% subsidy from Landcare.
Please ring me with your orders so that I
can let Peter Wales know who’s on the
list. You can then collect the chemicals
from him at half price.
Thanks Miranda Ph 57969261

3
Sincere thanks to all those people who
provided food for the CFA BBQ on Sunday. Your help with the catering was
greatly appreciated.. Jenny Webb

3
final event for the year was an overnight
camp on Woolshed Creek near
Dropmore on 24-25 th November. Not
many of our regulars attended, but we
had 13 adults and 13 children, including
Andrea Whitaker and 6 Cub Scouts
from Yea, and several new Ramblers for
next year.
It was a beautiful spot beside a weir,
with plenty of rocks and flowing water
for exploration. We had a short walk on
Saturday, and then a challenging climb
on Sunday to magnificent views to the
West, North and East. Even the kids
said "Wow!"
Thanks to Andrew Shaw for selecting
the campsite and for leading the walk,
and to Roger Strong for permission to
use his property.
And my thanks to all Ramblers for wonderful company and enthusiasm during
the year.
From Peg Lade.
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At the last executive meeting of the
HCRFB Margaret Kirkham tendered
her resignation as Communications
Officer for the brigade.
The brigade would like to thank her for
the exceptional service that she has
given in this position for more than 11
years.
Sharyn Shaw (Deputy Comms. Officer) will fill the casual vacancy that
has been created as a result of this.

Two Dorset Rams, 3 1/2 years old,
shorn and drenched.
Phone 5790 4298.
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GrantsLINK makes it easier to find
suitable and relevant grants for your
community projects from the many
Commonwealth grants that are available. GrantsLINK also helps you find
the best source of funding and assists
you to complete application forms.
http://www.grantslink.gov.au/
index.aspx
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We are hoping to hold
regular evenings at the
Ruffy store starting
soon for those who may
want to share, discuss
and learn all things
wine. We are aiming for
a group of no more than
ten each occasion so if
this has your interest
please contact either
Chris Bennett –57
904338 or Naomi
McLennan -57 904 132
to express your interest
or get further details.

&
Freedom Furniture beige faux suede
chaise lounge $100 [ono]. 57969366

There will be another Pre-season
meeting of the brigade held on Thursday 6th December, commencing at
7.30 with a talk by Fire Ready Victoria.
All welcome.

APPLICATIONS are now being called
for the State Government’s Restoring
Community War Memorials Grants
Program.
The Member for Seymour, Ben
Hardman, said the program provides
funding of up to $10,000 to help exservice organisations, local councils,
schools and community groups to
preserve, restore and enhance local
war memorials and honour rolls.
For more details visit
www.veterans.vic.gov.au or phone
Information Victoria 1300 366 356

“Merino Marbles” (Sheep Manure)
Great for your garden $3.00 each
bag
$2.50 each bag if 10+ bags
Delivery by arrangement
Phone Elliot on 57969276

Corner computer desk. Imitation wood
laminate. Ph 5796 9360
Could the lady who wanted the rooster
from a while ago please ring back?? He
is getting closer to the wood block and
we would much prefer to give him a
home. Thanks ph:5797 3015
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Week beg 3rd
December

Terip Terip mowing roster Tim and Frances Lawrence John and Lu Craven
Both sides of Springs Road and all 4 courts

5th Dec

International Volunteer Day – Visit www.ifrc.org/voluntee/volday.asp

Thurs 6th Dec

CFA Fireready Vic meeting has been arranged to be incorporated into the HCFB General Meeting on the
6.12.07. All community members are most welcome to attend. Bushfires and grassfires are a natural part of
our environment. You can survive, but you must be ready. Summer Fire Safety is a very important issue. Find out how prepared you are! Come early at 7.00 PM to meet with other residents and have a chat
before the official start of the meeting at 7.30 PM. For the information of all Brigade members, there have
been a lot of pre season items that have developed over the last month which the membership needs to be
made aware of. To provide a better service to the HCFB members, the Agenda for the meeting is going to be
provided in advance of the 6.12.07 regarding the items that will be discussed and will be sent out within the
next week. Looking forward to seeing you all on the 6.12.07. John Kirkham

Friday, December 7

The 2007 Strathbogie Ranges Wine Region Show Dinner and Celebration is being held at the Ruffy Public Hall
from 7pm. The Show specifically focuses upon the wines made from grapes grown within the Strathbogie
Ranges .Tickets for the Dinner are $90.00 per head and with a limit of 80 places; For bookings or further details, please contact Cameron Atkins, Secretary of the Strathbogie Ranges Wine Region on 0428 340545, 03
57985563

Sat 8th Dec

FIREGUARD MEETING To prepare for the coming fire season, the final Fireguard meetings will be held
The Old Highlands Rd group will meet at Judy & Lochie Cameron’s (first house on the left in Granite Hills Rd),
10.30 am , while the Caveat group will meet at Sue & Trevor Peterson’s at 2 pm. All residents are welcome to
attend either session , especially the Lades Rd and Fassifern Rd fireguard groups. This final session will review how to prepare and activate your fire plan, and phone trees will be set up for people to stay informed and
connected during a fire or over the fire season. Any enquiries please call Leanne Pleash on 5796 9200 (please
note: Leanne will get back to you in the week leading up to the Fireguard session).

Sunday 9th
December

Dan England Hear it live at The White Hart Hotel, 63 Hill Street, Longwood, 3665 3.00-7.00pm
Free Entry t: 03-5798-5203 e: white.hart@bigpond.com

9th December

2pm Family Christmas Service at the Ruffy Terip Uniting Church. The famous 'Firewind Band' from
Violet Town will entertain and support the Carol singing. Come along and enjoy this community service, followed by afternoon tea

Monday 10 Dec

Last Scribblers for the year 7:30pm at Leone's Bring a plate to share. 0500 500 088

10th December

Tablelands Community Centre last meeting for the year.
7pm at the Ruffy Primary School. BYO everything, BBQ provided. Come along and hear where the
group is up to and enjoy the social occasion.

11th Dec

International Mountain Day – Visit www.fao.org/mnts/intl_mountain_day_en.asp

Friday 14th Dec

Highlands Community Christmas Breakup. Format is being drawn up now.
Paula Lade, as Highlands School Council president, will MC the evening.
Sharyn Shaw has a direct line with Father Christmas. He has asked all parents to leave their children’s presents, clearly labelled at the primary school before the night to make sure he knows just who is coming.
If you would like to be included on the agenda please email Miranda as everyone is most welcome and
encouraged to participate in some way. Raffle tickets for HPS will be available at the door.

Friday 21st December

Cricket match Ruffy VS Highlands at Ruffy . More details coming but mark it in your diary. Ring Andrew Shaw or Scott Mckay to offer your talent.

24th December

Christmas Eve Church Service
A Church Service will again be held in the Caveat Church at 5.00pm on Christmas Eve . All are welcome. It will take the form of the telling of the Christmas Story together with carol singing.

Saturday January 5, 2008

Terip Terip Annual Tennis Tournament from 10am Enquiries Helen McKenzie 57904211 or Cindy Hayes
57904226
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Breakfast & Lunch
Saturdays, Sundays & Public Holidays
from 8am

&

-

((-

.

RURAL
FENCING

Lunch Fridays from 11.30am
Need to book, call Helen or Doug

On-site help at local
prices!

T: 5790 4387

RICK MCALPIN

E: info@ruffystore.com

57969269

F: 5790 4209

0427834546

TIM DEGLAITIS
Quality Painting and Decorating
New Homes, Extensions
Interior / Exterior

Ph: 5796 9306
Mob: 0428 628 640
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Thank you to the band of posties who kindly deliver The Granite News out of the goodness of their hearts.

