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People and Places

LEONIE GABRIELLE of Highlands, is
one of our well-known, successful
local artists, who has had an unusual
and interesting life, with a wide variety
of talents to her credit. She works in
oils, pencils, sculpts in bronze, and
has won awards at Tallarook and Yea,
she easily sells her quirky creations.

From an early age, she has studied
martial arts, particularly judo, and
taught adults and children. She left
school at 15, having found formal
learning difficult, due to her dyslexia.
This she regards as an asset as she
has had to develop a remarkable
memory. Her first job, as a teenager,
was working as Girl Friday for her
father in his tool making and plastic
engineering business. She saved her
money, and travelled overseas in
1996 with her boyfriend, a pocket
knife in her pack and her martial arts
skills, she was ready for anything !
They used local transport, or hitched
rides, through SE Asia and Europe. In
Austria and Italy, they went mountain
climbing with minimal food and equip-
ment, then to England.

In Sydney, Leonie worked in a print
and painting gallery for 9 months, then
country beckoned, and she got a job
using her creative skills in workshops
for the Play Group Association of
NSW. Because she looked so young
(she still does) she often had trouble
with hire car people querying her age.
During this time, she went to Bali,
worked as an artists’ model, and
learnt a lot about art. She met her next
partner, Shaun, at Lismore in NSW,
they organized a Retreat Centre, and
built and lived in a tree house for 3
years, During this time, she attended
a conference in Russia and Siberia,
on everything to do with well-being, on
to Hawaii for Martial Arts, then home.

In 1999 they bought 165 acres at
Highlands and had an immediate con-
nection with the land and its rocks. A
month’s holiday in Mongolia with a girl
friend was a highlight- lots of drawing,
portraits, singing and language.
Leonie and Shaun’s son, Stohm, was
born in the house they built at High-
lands, the best day of her life, says
Leonie.

Leonie helps creatively at the High-
lands School, she started the local
“Scribblers” group and local play
group, is a co-founder of HIARTS, and
does Harmonic singing sporadically.

What an asset for Highlands!

NOTES FROM HIGHLANDS
PRIMARY SCHOOL

Student of the week Award

Congratulations to John Bennett for
his amazing ability to read really long
numbers like 3,399,559,977 .

School Council Elections

Congratulations to Chris Bennett and
Robyn Richards for their unopposed
election to School Council for a 2 year
term. 1 parent position still open on
School Council- if you are interested
please contact Allyson ASAP.

Magazines

We would really like some coloured
magazines for our students to use for
cutting and pasting. If you have any
of these (please check for appropriate
images) that you would like to donate,
please drop them into the school mail-
box.

Student Awards

Senior

Tables:Jarrad, Laura, Imogen,
Cuchulainn, Kelly

Spelling: Jarrad, Kelly, Jack, Imogen
HomelLearning:uchulainn

Junior Room

Spelling:John,

Reading: Great effort all round
Counting: Begins term 2 for Preps
Tables:John

Home Learning: Emillie

Easter raffle

Time is running out quickly to pur-
chase tickets in the Highlands Primary
School, Junior School Council Easter
Raffle. Please call into the school to
purchase your ticket before the raffle
is drawn on Monday March 17th at
5:30pm. Tickets are 50c each and all
money raised goes toward the Junior
School Council.

Lost and Lonely Kitchen Ware: afew
odds and sods left at the hall after the
Christmas celebration now at

HPS. Please call in and see if any of
the items look familiar.

WELCOME TO ISSUE 7

Thanks to the community groups who
are sending in dates etc for the
calendar. Thanks also to Mavis and
her team of Ruffy folders. Highlanders,
where are you? Phone 57969261 or
miranda @activ8.net.au

This email arrived from a friend in
Fresh Water Creek who receives TGN.
“ | would like to congratulate you on
the wonderful job you and your com-
munity are doing with this most impres-
sive publication. | am not familiar with
the surrounds or the people, but | have
found reading the information and
hearing about local activities really
enjoyable! It's great. It makes me
want to move to Highlands! Itis a truly
exceptional example of how a small
thing can make a big difference.”
Thanks Claire

Native Grasses Field Day

This was held in Highlands on the 1st
March and attended by 20 interested
land owners from all over the Hughes
Creek catchment.

Dr. Peter Mitchell was a very informa-
tive speaker. He explained that there
are over 1200 different species of Aus-
tralian native grasses. Native grasses
have persisted well on most farms due
to their persistence in acid and low
fertility soils, a greater tolerance to a
wide range of soil texture types, and
drought and frost tolerance.

Encouraging native perennial grasses
in existing pastures will have the bene-
fits of improved ground cover and soil
stability, weed competition with high
persistence, low input grazing sys-
tems, increased water use to reduce
groundwater recharge, improved soil
structure and organic matter, reduced
soil acidification rate and greater spe-
cies diversity.

There’s a lot of Microlaena stipoides
(Weeping Grass) around at present.
It's green throughout the year produc-
ing high quality feed. Have a look in
your paddocks for it now.




Classifieds & Community Notices

BITS OF BOTANY AND
BIRDS

The WEDGE TAILED EAGLE is well
known to all of us, and is the faunal
emblem of the Northern Territory. It is
one of the largest eagles in the world,
and is dark brown to black, the young
being lighter. They have immensely
sharp vision, and build huge stick
nests with 2-3 eggs, but usually only
one chick survives. The chicks are
covered with a white down when
hatched. Rabbits are the major food,
also lizards, live birds, carrion, espe-
cially road kills, and a small % of
lambs. They often hunt as a group,
and an eagle can lift about 50% of its
body weight. They are monogamous -
mate for life. They have been known
to attack hang gliders, fixed wing air-
craft and helicopters. Bounties used to
be offered for dead eagles, and
in 1968 in W.A., 147,237 were poi-
soned or shot. Indirect poisoning oc-
curred through baits for foxes and
dingoes, and pesticides. Now, they
are totally protected.
As | write this, a Wedgie is perched
on the dam bank near our house, and
another has been sailing overhead.
What a magnificent sight !

By Peg Lade.

Yea Preschool Centre

Your Framed Family Portrait for only
$10.00 (VALUED AT $110.00)

Please help Fundraising efforts on
Saturday, 19 April 2008 Contact
Debbie Redding on 57972710 to book
your photographic session

Payment of $10.00 must accompany
booking.

Yea Equestrian Riding
School

Horse riding lessons for beginners to

advanced on quiet horses and ponies.

Starting at $17.00 Holiday program
running PH: 0400 289504 Sarah

Save your empty toilet rolls
and drop them in to HPS for
planting grasses in the new
arboretum.

Historical Item

Written one hundred and twenty
years ago. Taken from an Old Euroa
Newspaper Dated 20/4/1888

District News TARCOMBE
Rabbits Extraordinary

(From our Special Reporter)

Three well known gentlemen from
Longwood, hearing that a good day’s
rabbit shooting could be obtained at
Tarcombe, determined to have a day’s
pastime.

Early on Good Friday morning they
harnessed up a fine pair of trotting
horses. They were well supplied with
sportsmen’s requisites, not forgetting
tea, sugar and a sprinkling of firewa-
ter. The day was cool and bracing, no
dust anywhere, thanks to a fall of rain
on the previous evening. The road ran
south some twelve miles. For a long
distance it was a continuous ascent.
All the country was of a granitic forma-
tion, large boulders lay strewn in all
directions. In many places the road
was filled with round stones of consid-
erable size, thus rendering driving
arduous. Where the road skirted si-
dlings and made sharp crossings the
difficulties increased and made run-
ning hazardous in the extreme.

The team doubled themselves up and
pulled like staunch plough horses,
occasionally requiring a rest to regain
their strength. .

In wintertime the track becomes a
morass and only light traps can get
through. Recently a draught horse was
so completely submerged that it re-
quired the strength of five horses to
extricate him!

After five miles of such travelling the
party passed through the property of
Kong Meng and sons. Great improve-
ments have already been effected by
these enterprising men. They have
erected some fine fences, made clear-
ings and gardens and built a commo-
dious homestead.

So far not a rabbit to be seen. The
country is all hill, mountain and val-
ley .The hills clothed with green trees;
bracken and tree ferns are growing in
the hollows. The country seemed well
adapted to sheep grazing .

The travellers passed through Upton,
a place of little note now but formerly
of importance as being the headquar-
ters of a sheep station. After this the
road wended along by the side of a
fine stream, a tributary of the Hughes
Creek.

Meeting one of the hospitable owners
of Tarcombe, information was ob-
tained which pleased the party. They
were told to try the hill opposite the
house and they would be satisfied.

After making a brief halt for refresh-
ments the party opened out and made
for the hill. In a few minutes they saw
more rabbits than they had dreamt of -
Rabbits to the right of them! Rabbits to
the left of them! Rabbits to the front of
them!

They didn’t volley and thunder but the
guns did with a will. Rabbits black,
white, piebald, grey and nondescript
coolly trotted along. They did not deign
to run, but took matters leisurely, fre-
quently sitting up listening. There they
were a veritable rabbit army, fully
three thousand strong. The veriest tyro
could have shot them by the dozen.

The party blazed away as fast as they
could load, the rabbits tumbled down
the slope in their death somersaults.

On the way back sack fulls of rabbits
were collected.

Strange to relate, although grass was
scarce yet the rabbits were in splendid
condition. The ground was hard and
rocky. The burrows were all over the
hill but very shallow. The whole sur-
face of the hill was scratched up and
covered in the manure made by these
little animals.

The guns, becoming choked with burnt
powder became difficult to use. The
travellers were well pleased with their
surprising success, and after hitching
up their team, got home to Longwood
in excellent time.

GARDEN GOODIES

At the end of summer gardens can
look a little ?tired?. One shrub
that can be relied upon to look great
all year is Choisya ternata, or Mexi-
can orange. Its deep green, glossy
leaves provide a lush background at
this time of year. It needs only mini-
mal water and will grow in full sun or
part shade and even tolerates consid-
erable root competition. It can
be clipped hard and makes a good
informal hedge or topiary speci-
men. Choisya can be slightly frost-
tender when small but is not a prob-
lem after the first year and seems to
be resistant to most pests and dis-
eases. It has bunches of slightly
scented, white flowers in late winter
and spring. It can be propagated eas-
ily from layers and is readily available
from most garden outlets.

By Jenny Webb




Community What’s On Calendar—March/April/May

Week beg 10th
March

Terip Terip mowing roster  Helen Mc Kenzie The Listers

Highlands -Caveat CFA Roster Crew C

Car park and all 4 courts

SATURDAY TERIP TERIP COMMUNITY BBQ AT THE REC RESERVE
15TH MARCH 6pm for sherries and nibbles Meat supplied. BYO drinks and glass $15 per person $5 for school children
Please bring a salad or dessert RSVP Lu Craven 5790 4011 Frances Lawrence 0432 324929
March 17th Ruffy Hall Committee Election 8pm
20th —28th Monkey Tail Collection 2. A closer look at Australian Wildlife.
March New drawings, paintings and sculptures by J. Darren Gilbert.at Ruffy Produce Store 26 Nolans Road Ruffy
Central Victoria 3666. Open weekends and public holidays 8am until 6pm, friday lunch (03) 5790 4387
www.ruffystore.com
20th March HCRFB General meeting 7.30pm at the hall, all welcome.
27th March Last Thursday of the month BBQ at Caveat church. BYO drinks and enjoy a sausage for $2 and a catch up
with friends and neighbours.
Saturday 29th At last...the FIRST meeting of the HCRFB Junior Brigade members will be held on midday at the fireshed. If
March anyone aged 11-16, who has not already registered, is interested in becoming a junior member of the brigade

please contact the Secretary 57969301 for further information.

Saturday March
29th

Black Market: 10am-12pm - share slow, low kilometer food with your neighbours. Please bring your excess
veggies; eggs; jams and pickles ... enjoy conversation, and please bring something to share if you'd like to stay
for lunch. In the Kitchen at 9am (Peg Lade's orange cake)... Enquiries - Candi 57969366 or Leonie 57969290.

Sunday 30th Highlands Ramblers next walk will be from Andrew Shaw's, on Gum Road, through bush on Woolshed Creek,
March and to Sprunt's Road. Meet as usual at the Highlands Hall at 10.30 or Andrew Shaw's front gate at
10.50 .Enquiries to Peg Lade 57 969222., Andrew Shaw PH 57904297
3rd April HCRFB Executive meeting 7.30pm
5th April HCRFB night training exercise on at 8pm. Further details TBA.
Saturday April 6pm Autumn Community Gathering Ruffy Hall Come along and help us farewell daylight saving and welcome
5th the rain. Free BBQ tea. Bring salad to share. Everybody welcome
Sunday April 4pm RuffArtZ presents Matinee performance of CJ Dennis' Ginger Mick at Gallipoli by Petty Traffickers
20th Company in the Ruffy Hall Bookings 5790 4318
Thursday 24th Last Thursday of the month BBQ at Caveat church. BYO drinks and enjoy a sausage for $2 and a catch up
April with friends and neighbours.
SATURDAY CAR BOOT SALE AT TERIP TERIP RECREATION RESERVE FROM 10AM REFRESHMENTS AND LIGHT
26TH APRIL LUNCH AVAILABLE $15 CAR BOOT OR SMALL TRAILER $20 UTILITY $25 LARGE (TANDEM) TRAILER
$3 TRESTLE TABLE HIRE Come along to sell off your unwanted treasures, or buy someone else’s treasure!!
FOR INFORMATION and BOOKINGS CONTACT TRISH UDEN — 57 904 377 LU CRAVEN - 57 904 011
Saturday 10th RuffArtZ Season of Saturdays presents - DeV'lish Mary - old timey & western swing
M . . .
&y 8.00 pm, Ruffy Hall. Contact Glen on 5790 4318 for tickets ($26 ea.) or information.
Thursday 22nd | HCRFB General meeting 7.30pm at the hall preceded by the AGM and biennial election of office bearers, all
May welcome.
Thursday 29th Last Thursday of the month BBQ at Caveat church. BYO drinks and enjoy a sausage for $2 and a catch up
May with friends and neighbours.

Ageing Grant

Murrindindi Shire Council has been
awarded a $10,000 grant to plan for
the ageing community, and create
opportunities for seniors to live active
and fulfilling lives.

Mayor of the Murrindindi Shire Coun-
cil, Cr Lyn Gunter said the grant would
help the council address the local im-

pacts of Australia’s rapidly ageing
population.

“In Murrindindi Shire we expect that,
by 2016, around 20% of the population
will be aged 65 years and over.

“Residents 50 years and over are en-
couraged to participate in this plan-
ning. With fewer people comprising the
younger generations it is important
that we begin planning to support older

people in our community to live
healthy, active lives.

“Social interactions, employment,
housing, transport and community
attitudes to ageing can all influence
the physical, emotional and mental
well-being of older people.

For more information contact Sandra
Saxton, on 5772 0304.
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Cellar door open Sundays 1lam-4pm
or by appointment - 57969366
1590 Highlands Rd

AJ. &S.L.SHAW
EXCAVATIONS

GENERAL
EARTHWORKS
0427969297

BAROA
Prime Lamb Studs
Quality

POLL DORSET «
TEXEL RAMS

MN3V
Creighton’s Creek

0428576046 57903268

Phone lan on

: 0408990487
: 57904328

Registered Electrical Contractor:

TiM DEGLAITIS

Quality Painting and Decorating
New Homes, Extensions

Interior / Exterior

Ph: 5796 9306
Mob: 0428 628 640

. %51 %§

RURAL FENCING

RICK MCALPIN
5796 9269 0427 834546

exploring
art & ideas

h;fs
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email: parrindi@mcmedia.com.au
www.parrindi.com.au

License No. 16959 o Q o AR Inl A T TR i
== = hiarts 08 1st & 2nd March
2 Yea & District Garden Supplies
- KELLBELL 30 Nort St Yea
Parrindi _ - BOBCAT,TRENCHING. Ph T 972933
BED & BREAKFAST We can supply: sand, soil, mulch, screenings,
Award winning coloured alpacas for sale. BACKHOE ¢ TIP firewood, cement products, garden ornaments,
Alpaca quilts, knitting wools and all stock feeds, bobcat hire, 12t excavator hire,
~ quality fleeces for spinners. TR.UCK HIRE truck and trailer hire, machinery moved up to
Visitors welcome (by appointment). 15t, United Gas: 9kg gas bottles, 45kg house
Glen & Terry George Phone MarK On bottles.
134 Weibye Track, Ruffy Vic 3666
ph: 035790 4318 fax: 03 5790 4004 0428547798 Monday to Friday 7.30am to 4pm

Saturday 8am to 4pm

Koranica PazToral EXCavaTions

Par, 0357 904 235
Mog. 0429 2304 235

Bannrm Rerpmog, Davis & Gianieal EARTHWORKS
Moacimsngy Hies:

Hrs 1o
Raiiin
UCULTIVATION EdUirsiEsT  SLASMIER
Aepayeg T ies et i ER

IRLITE Lo Lanaisen
T 14w | =
MowER

Fuwar Boasinsis

ANTCLIFF'S CHASE

Ruffy Produce Store

Breakfast & Lunch
Saturdays, Sundays & Public Holidays from
8am

Lunch Fridays from 11.30am
Need to book, call Helen or Doug
T: 5790 4387
E: info@ruffystore.com
F: 5790 4209

fTRADESMEN

Specialising in

renovations, alterations, and
repairs. Shed
erections, concrete floors,
paths, paving etc.
Contact Ken on 5797 6255 or

Mi&hael on 5795 1109

MERCHANDISE

For ALL your rural
merchandise needs

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

34 Railway St. Euroa
5795 2236

=8 =
Ice Cream & Gelati

PARLOUR

Café, lollies and alpaca wear
Ask us for a loyalty card
Margaret and lan Findley
7 Station Street Yea
Ph: 5797 2270




