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Granite News
The

Whiteheads Creek ٠ Terip Terip ٠ Caveat ٠ Ruffy ٠ Highlands ٠ Hughes Creek

MAVIS and DON COOK of Ruffy, live 
on an idyllic 2 km section of Hughes 
creek, where platypuses are regularly 
seen. Mavis and Don treasure the 
creek , which they have completely 
fenced off, and they don’t believe in 
taking any water from it.  They have 
planted hundreds of native trees. Don 
and Mavis, and other neighbours, care 
for the nearby Boathole,  removing 
willows and cleaning up rubbish left by 
thoughtless visitors. 
They have a small vineyard, with the 
intention of a supply of Sauvignon 
Blanc for themselves and friends.  
Mavis was brought up in Liverpool, 
England, and in 1967, she arrived in 
Australia with 2 small children to start 
a new life on her own, She was an 
experienced book keeper, so soon 
found a job – in fact, at first she took 
on 3 jobs. Then she met a friend of 
her brother, Don, who was stationed 
at Singleton, NSW, in the Army, and 
they married in 1972. After Don left 
the Army, he became Sales Manager 
for Castrol Oil. They lived at Port Fairy 
in an 1858 cottage made of rubble 
and faced with mud, which they re-
stored. The next years saw them living 
in many different places, following 
Don’s promotions and subsequent 
moves interstate. In fact, they lived in 
21 houses in 36 years! When BP took 
over Castrol, Don started his own 
business, recruiting top executives for 
various companies.

  However, they yearned for country 
living, and 2 years later, they discov-
ered the Ruffy property, following an 
agent’s directions. After guiltily climb-
ing over the locked gate to inspect, 
who should they meet but the owners, 
who happened to be very well -known 
to them! A sale was speedily resolved 
to everyone’s satisfaction. At first, Don 
travelled back and forth to Melbourne 
for his job, but now works in Sheppar-
ton for the Salvation Army as a busi-
ness liaison officer, finding jobs for 
long-term unemployed.

  Don and Mavis have both involved 
themselves in the Ruffy community,  
Don is Treasurer of the Hall Commit-
tee, and working for acquisition of the 
old Ruffy School, also the CFA.
 Mavis is another much loved and 
valued volunteer at the Highlands 
School, she says she’d like to adopt 
all the kids! 
Mavis, with 3 helpers, collects and 
folds, The Granite News for Ruffy, 
how could we do without her!

WELCOME TO ISSUE 11

It was terrific to hear from Jim David-
son,  I hadn’t realized that TGN was an 
international publication!

G'day Miranda,

I have just finished reading the latest 
edition of Granite News which Jill for-
wards to me here in the Philippines 
each week.  I look forward to receiving 
it and reading it makes me feel very 
much more connected to home.

I was particularly impressed with the 
article on Lockie and Judy Cameron in 
the latest edition and went to Lockie’s 
weather station site. Wow, what an 
impressive site. I was immediately 
struck by the fact that although the 
temperature in Highlands was only 8.2 
degrees C the humidity was about 
90%.  Here in the Philippines the hu-
midity is always about 90% but the 
temperature is usually closer to 30 
degrees C.
While I certainly miss many things 
about Oz, my life here is very interest-
ing and very different. Living and work-
ing in a different culture is a fantastic 
experience and it is a very real privi-
lege for me to be able to be here.

We are looking forward to a fortnightly 
contribution from Lorraine Coleman 
from WHC Rural Fire Brigade, it will be 
great to increase the content  from 
WHC. If you know anyone who doesn’t 
receive a copy let me know and I’ll 
email it to them.   
miranda@activ8.net.au

2008 Victorian Landcare 
Forum - Creswick

When: Thursday 29 & Friday 30 May 
2008 Where: Novotel Forest Resort, 
1500 Midland Highway, Creswick

Cost: $25 - volunteers & community 
group members. This cost is all inclu-
sive and includes accommodation at 
the resort, all meals, and participation 
in the Forum. 
The Forum will explore 4 key themes 

· Increasing community participation
·  Developing new and stronger 

partnerships
·  Landcare leading and adapting
·  Visions for the future
Who should attend?: members of 
Landcare and Friends Groups, land-
holders, community members, and 
Landcare staff with a role supporting 
community landcare. Registrations 
close: Friday 2 May 2008 
More information: 
doug.evans@ppwcma.vic.gov.au

Student of the Week Award

Jack Hodgetts is our student of the 
week this week for his amazing resil-
ience and determination displayed 
while on camp last week.  Special 
mention also for the way in which he 
helped staff and students throughout 
the week.

Wanted: 

Containers with lids to mix up paint for 
the mural at the hall.  Jars or plastic 
containers with lids would be perfect.  
Please send them into the school as 
soon as possible.

Wednesday 23rd April was our princi-
pal’s last day at HPS as Allyson Mil-
dren.  May 10th will see her  become 
Allyson Dixon. She will return to HPS 
using her  first name.  This decision 
was made after lots of discussion with 
students and some parents.  Although 
she’s sure it will take us a while to get 
used to the change, she  believes it is 
an appropriate change to make.  For 
anyone interested in stickybeaking, 
Brett and Al will be married at Pinna-
cle Valley Resort, Mt Buller road at 
3pm on Saturday May 10th.

Student Awards:

50 Nights Reading Award- Lachie

75 Nights Reading Award- James

Junior Room
Reading: Lachie
Counting: Rick
Tables: John, Kendall

Senior Room
Spelling: Laura, Kelly, Jack
Tables:  Kelly, Jack, Laura, Mick, 
Kassie, Imogen



Community What’s On Calendar—April/May/June

Week beg 
28thApril

Terip Terip mowing roster   Helen McKenzie         George and Trish Uden Around Clubhouse and all 4 courts

Highlands-Caveat CFA Roster Crew  A

Friday 2nd May Highlands Landcare general meeting. Come and enjoy a glass of wine and find out what’s happening in Land-
care in our area. There will be a speaker from DPI to talk about the blackberry REP programme starting soon 
in Highlands, a speaker from Healesville sanctuary to talk about our wonderful Wedge Tailed Eagles, Sammy 
Strong talking about our protecting Scattered trees programme, Jenny Webb to talk about her bandicoots re-
search and Miranda Yorston to fill you in on the new arboretum. There will be time for discussion and an op-
portunity to say where you would like to see Highlands Landcare heading. 7.30pm Highlands Hall

Sunday May 4th Whitehead’s Creek Landcare Group Kulaba Riparian Walk/Picnic 10:30a.m. 

Meet at Kulaba West Woolshed 935 Highlands Rd, Whitehead’s Creek 
Come walk the now stabilized gully and see the results of several years of understory planting. Revel in the 

bird diversity explosion. Share your stories, catch -up with old friends, make some new ones. Enjoy a convivial 
lunch in a revitalized bushland setting.R.S.V.P. Carolyn 5792 4212 or David 5792 3693 by 2nd May

Sunday 4th May Maygars Hill Winery   “Open Day”  11am till dusk Music with Paul Wookey and Ian Tritt  
Lunch selection from the Silver Spoon  Wine available by bottle or glass  Art Exhibition by Meg Heres 
Afternoon tea  Featuring an aerial display by PIP BORRMAN The Castrol Aviator 
INFO AND LUNCH BOOKINGS E-mail – vineyard@strathbogieboutiquewines.com or Jenny – 0402 136448
Map at www.strathbogieboutiquewines.com   Gate Entry - $15.00 per car/aircraft                              

Supporting the Euroa Volunteer Cancer Unit

Friday 9th May 'Drinks on the Deck'. Highlands Hall  Bring food & drinks to share.  The evening will start at 6pm. 
Come along & meet up with old & new friends. 
You don’t have to live in Highlands, come on Whiteheads Creek and Terip Terip.

Saturday 10th 
May 

RuffArtZ Season of Saturdays presents - Dev'lish Mary - old timey & western swing

8.00 pm, Ruffy Hall.  Contact Glen on 5790 4318 for tickets ($26 ea.) or information.

Thursday 22nd 
May 

HCRFB General meeting 7.30pm at the hall followed by the AGM and 
biennial election of office bearers, all welcome.

Thurs 29th May BBQ at Caveat church. BYO drinks and enjoy a sausage for $2 and a catch up with friends and neighbours.

Thursday 29 & 
Friday 30 May 

2008 Victorian Landcare Forum - Creswick    Where: Novotel Forest Resort, 1500 Midland Highway, Creswick

Registrations close: Friday 2 May 2008 More information: email Forum Secretariat via land-
care.forum2008@dse.vic.gov.au or contact Doug Evans - PPWCMA’s Community Engagement Manager 
(tel: 9296 4662, doug.evans@ppwcma.vic.gov.au)

Sunday 25th 
May 

Highlands Ramblers meet at 10.30 at the Highlands Hall for the postponed walk, led by Andrew Shaw. En-
quiries to Peg Lade - 57 969222.

Thursday, 15th 
May. 

The Hughes’ Creek Collaborative will be meeting at Whiteheads Creek Hall at 7.30pm.This is an opportunity to 
find out what others are working on, so come along if you can spare the time and are interested. The Collabo-
rative has been trying to find a solution through better management to the horrific damage being done to the 
peaceful natural environment of Hughes Creek near Bungleboorie by hordes of motor bike campers.  If you 
have loved this creek and care about it you should have your say.  Write to Strathbogie Shire expressing your 
concern and demand action.  Contact Janet Hagen for more information on this disaster jhagen@bigpond.com

“I encourage key stakeholders and 
the community to work with their local 
Councils on this important project. 
This is a fantastic initiative and the 
collaboration between the three 
Councils will be crucial as we plan for 
the region’s future,” Ms Darveniza 
said. 

To find out more about funding, go to 
the Rural Land-Use Planning Pro-
gram website at 
www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/rlupp

Green Paper 

The State Government has released 
a green paper called “Land and bio-
diversity at a time of climate change”.   
It is well worth a look, and they are 
asking for submissions by 30th June.
  There are a number of workshops 
which you are invited to attend, in-
cluding one in Shepparton on 23rd 
May.  Go to their website 
http://www.dse.vic.gov.au/
landwhitepaper and follow the links 
to “Have you say”.   

FUNDING OF $30,000 FOR 
PLANNING PROJECT IN 

MURRINDINDI, STRATHBO-
GIE AND MANSFIELD

Member for Seymour, Ben Hardman 
said the project aims to provide a sus-
tainable agricultural and rural living 
strategy for the Shires.

“Out of this work will come a practical 
set of recommendations for changes 
to the region’s respective planning 
schemes,” Ms Broad said.    



Classifieds & Community Notices 
BITS OF BOTANY AND 

BIRDS

Save your empty toilet rolls  
and drop them in to HPS for 
planting grasses in the new 
arboretum.

For Sale

Guinea Fowl $15 @ 
Phone Ray on 57904382 after dark or 

57921417 and leave a message

For Sale 

Honda XR200 trail bike 1997 model 
As new, hardly ridden $3000 Gavin 

0419 309 431

LOST:

 One adult peahen from Caveat/
Dropmore Road (next to Antcliffe 
Chase Vineyard).  If anyone has seen 
her, please ring Isabelle 5790 4247.

CONTROVERSY over nam-
ing of New Deli, Café & 

Wine Centre! 

“The town’s folk should be jumping for 
joy rather than hopping mad over the 
‘leaking’ of the proposed business 
name of Avenel’s Gourmet Delicates-
sen, Café & Wine Centre.

“Fat Gutz” , the name initially favoured 
by the partners has proved to be a 
spectacular success in generating 
publicity for the new business.  The 
business was launched as “The 
Trough”  in keeping with the strong 
emphasis on the Thoroughbred Indus-
try for which the Strathbogie Region is 
renowned. 

Situated right next door to Hayley’s 
award winning beauty salon  - Hails –
hands,face,body,feet   “The Trough” 
will be run by Darren & Renee Boote 
(business partner).  Both are passion-
ate about food and love to source and 
cook quality produce & fresh ingredi-
ents to create simple yet seriously 
good dishes.  

As well as the continental deli counter 
– with cheeses, small goods and anti-
pasto delights, shelves will be packed 
full of gourmet grocery items and 
complimentary products.  There will 
also be a range of pre -packaged gour-
met meals, preserves, jams, chutneys 
& pickles on sale under the “Fat Gutz” 
label.”  By Darren James

Kids, Teenagers and 
mobile phones

To parents mobile phones can be a 
practical way of keeping parents and 
children in touch. 
Health Effects: An independent pro-
fessional research group who investi-
gated the available evidence regard-
ing the effects of mobile phone use 
on health for the British Government 
stated:

…’youngsters may be more vulner-
able to radio frequency radiation be-
cause of their developing nervous 
systems and as they will have a 
longer lifetime of exposure than their 
parents.’

Become an informed consumer your-
self…look at the fine print about plans 
and contracts. Check all the costs 
involved with mobile phone use.

What is it going to be used for? Con-
sider your child’s level of maturity and 
personal responsibility. What can they 
access via their phone? Eg the inter-
net. 
Discuss with your child, and set limits 
about, what are reasonable costs and 
who is going to pay for them. Con-
sider a ‘pre-paid option’ as this pro-
vides a protective barrier to over 
spending.

Rules to consider in relation to mobile 
phone use:

Use of home phone to call mobiles -
Decide whether your child is allowed 
to use the home phone to contact 
friends on mobile phone numbers. If 
you child has a mobile phone – Set 
up agreed rules in consultation with 
your child.
Who is allowed to use to use your 
child’s mobile phone, and under what 
circumstances?
Times when it is not to be used eg 
family mealtimes, when talking face to 
face together. 
Who is your child allowed to give their 
mobile phone number to?
If you would like more information 
about this or another parenting re-
lated topic,  contact Meredith at Hume 
Region Parent Education Service 
(Shepparton Office),  Tel: 58 233 200

The GREY BUTCHER BIRD resem-
bles a grey and white half -sized mag-
pie, and is quite widespread in Victo-
ria. Locally, one is alerted to its pres-
ence by a loud mellow piping. Butcher 
birds have the habit of hanging cap-
tured prey on a hook or fork of a tree. 
They prey on small reptiles and birds, 
mammals, frogs and large insects. 
The closely related Pied Butcher Bird 
is black and white, and has one of the 
most beautiful of bird songs. It occurs 
in Northern Victoria and Inland and 
Northern Australia.

Highlands Hall Update

Many thanks to the small group of 
people who worked very hard on Sat-
urday 19th April.  There will be an-
other working bee shortly to install the 
outdoor chess board among other 
things.  Watch the 'Granite News'  for 
the date & come along and help us 
improve the facilities at the hall for the 
whole community.

Climate tools for farmers

Two, new tools have been developed 
as part of a Bureau of Meteorology 
project sponsored by the Managing 
Climate Variability program. One tool 
shows a range of rainfall scenarios 
for most rainfall recording stations in 
Australia and the other is an online 
product to find out what factors are 
influencing the climat e in their region 
by clicking on an interactive map. For 
further details visit www.bom.gov.au/
watl 

Congratulations

Jo Trantor and Mathew Madden have 
announced their engagement, 
congratulations! 

Jo and Mat live at Highlands and Jo 
teaches at Yea Primary School and 
Mat works as a plasterer in Yea.

WANTED

Yabbies to buy. Yabbies up to 80mm 
for Jeremy and Ariel graf, 20 cents 
each PH 57969243

20 HIGHLANDS RAMBLERS

managed to complete a walk between 
showers of rain on Sunday 27th April. 
We started on the old Coach Road at 
Highlands, and were intrigued by carv-
ings on a huge old dead tree. My the-
ory is that they were made in 1887 by 
a road gang, camped there while they 
hacked out the Coach Road!



Yea & District Garden Supplies
30 North St Yea
Ph 57 972933

We can supply: sand, soil, mulch, screenings, 
firewood, cement products, garden ornaments, 
all stock feeds, bobcat hire, 12t excavator hire, 
truck and trailer hire, machinery moved up to 
15t, United Gas: 9kg gas bottles, 45kg house 

bottles.
Monday to Friday 7.30am to 4pm

Saturday 8am to 4pm

Ruffy Produce Store
Breakfast & Lunch

Saturdays, Sundays & Public Holidays from 
8am

Lunch Fridays from 11.30am

Need to book, call Helen or Doug

T: 5790 4387

E: info@ruffystore.com

F: 5790 4209

A.J. & S.L. SHAWA.J. & S.L. SHAWA.J. & S.L. SHAWA.J. & S.L. SHAW
EXCAVATIONSEXCAVATIONSEXCAVATIONSEXCAVATIONS

GENERALGENERALGENERALGENERAL
EARTHWORKSEARTHWORKSEARTHWORKSEARTHWORKS

0427969297042796929704279692970427969297

TIM DEGLAITIS
Quality Painting and Decorating

New Homes, Extensions

Interior / Exterior

Ph: 5796 9306

Mob: 0428 628 640

KELLBELLKELLBELLKELLBELLKELLBELL
BOBCAT,TRENCHING,

BACKHOE & TIP 
TRUCK HIRE.

Phone Mark on Phone Mark on Phone Mark on Phone Mark on 
0428547798042854779804285477980428547798

Registered Electrical Contractor:Registered Electrical Contractor:Registered Electrical Contractor:Registered Electrical Contractor:
License No. 16959License No. 16959License No. 16959License No. 16959

Cellar door open Sundays 11am -4pm
or by appointment  -  57969366

1590 Highlands Rd

BAROA
Prime Lamb Studs

Quality

POLL DORSET &

TEXEL   RAMS
MN3V

Creighton’s Creek

0428576046                               57903268

ALPACAS
and

BED & BREAKFAST

Award winning coloured alpacas for sale.
Alpaca quilts, knitting wools and

quality fleeces for spinners.
Visitors welcome (by appointment).

Glen & Terry George
134 Weibye Track,    Ruffy    Vic  3666

ph:  03 5790 4318                   fax:  03 5790 4004
email:  parrindi@mcmedia.com.au

www.parrindi.com.au

For ALL your rural
merchandise needs

DELIVERY AVAILABLE
34 Railway St. Euroa

5795 2236

Phone Ian on Phone Ian on Phone Ian on Phone Ian on 

: 0408990487: 0408990487: 0408990487: 0408990487
: 57904328: 57904328: 57904328: 57904328

Café, lollies and alpaca wear
Ask us for a loyalty card

Margaret and Ian Findley

7 Station Street Yea
Ph: 5797 2270

TRADESMEN
Specialising in

renovations, alterations, and 
repairs.  Shed

erections, concrete floors, 
paths, paving etc.  

Contact Ken on 5797 6255 or 
Michael on 5795 1109


