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Granite News
The

Whiteheads Creek ٠ Terip Terip ٠ Caveat ٠ Ruffy ٠ Highlands ٠ Hughes Creek

Six hours after leaving McFarlane’s 
saddle we get the first glimpse of what 
we have come to see.  We are taken 
aback by the beauty of the Lake, 
which is just as well as now 10km 
from our car and 2km down the steep 
mountain side we are getting tired.

Camping at the lake has a kind of 
eerie feeling and as we set up our tent 
on the foreshore we get the full under-
standing of why the indigenous people 
looked at this spot with caution and 
respect.  The moon comes up and has 
a brilliant shine on the water that lights 
up the whole valley.

It’s a cold night but we are wrapped 
up in our sleeping bags in our tiny tent 
and sleep well.

Day 3:  With mixed emotions we head 
out the next day for the long haul up 
the mountain.  But before leaving 
Kendall hides a few treasures that she 
has found and mum and dad will not 
let her carry out. “I will be back some 
day for these”, she said.

7 hours later and suitably tired to 
match we make it back to McFarlane’s 
Saddle, set up camp and settle down 
for a rest and time to reflect on a great 
adventure.  Kendall draws her experi-
ences in her scrap book and we all 
laugh and talk about what we have 
seen.

Day 4: Everything must come to an 
end and it’s the drive home to Terip 
that finalises our weekend, but nothing 
can be surer, once we are home, it will 
be back to the maps to start planning 
the next Richard’s adventure.

By Robyn Richards
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The following are suggestions I have 
received for plants in the Hughes 
Creek Catchment that warrant a road-
side sign stating their common name, 
botanical name and the family they 
belong to.

No 1  Banksia marginata - LHS of 
road going from Ruffy to Ruffy Rec 
Reserve - a HUGE old tree which still 
produces flowers and seeds.

No 2 Messmates - E. obliqua - the 
best group I know of is on Warren's 
Road at Terip, but probably it is better 
to put the signs on main roads. There 
is a very good tree on LHS just past 
the Wattle Hill front drive.

No 3 Black Sheoak -  Allocasuarina 
littoralis- LHS going towards Seymour 
from Kobyboyn Tel exchange, near 
top of hill. Also a few near top of 
Gobur Flora Reserve. These are in-
teresting because I think they are 
there are not many in the district.

No 4 I believe there are Snow Gums -
E. pauciflora- this side of the Terip 
tennis courts, again , probably the 
only occurrence in the district. 
I haven't actually identified them
myself.(Peg Lade)

No 5 Yellow Box- E melliodora - Any 
number on the roadsides near Drop-
more. Sam would pick the best.

No.6 The first kilometer, east end of 
Gum Rd, has an amazing "stand" of 
huge White Gums and some Blue 
gums ,complete with koalas.

Please send in your suggestions so 
that we don’t miss out on any magnifi-
cent specimen. Miranda 57969261 or 
miranda@activ8.net.au

Kendall Richards and her family walk 
to “Lake Tarli Karng”

A few weekends ago, Kendall and her 
mum and dad, with a love for the High 
Country, spent the weekend walking 
into Lake Tarli Karng to see the envi-
ronmental wonder.

Approx 1500 years ago a massive 
landslide in the mountains above 
Licola slid down the mountain coming 
to rest at the mouth of the gully and 
acting like a giant plug forming a lake.

Day 1:  Drive across Mt Skene to 
Licola, from Licola to McFarlane’s 
Saddle.  McFarlane’s saddle is a fan-
tastic spot, perched on top of what 
feels like the world, amongst the snow 
gums is a relative protected camping 
site. Quickly a roaring fire provides 
warmth and a cooking facility with the 
pork roast on and sizzling.  It’s a quiet 
spot and we have it to ourselves, 
making us feel we are the luckiest 
people alive to be able to experience 
such freedom and beauty.

Day 2: 12 km walk carrying everything 
for the next 24 hours.  Sleeping bags, 
tent, food, water, clothes etc.  Al-
though only 12 km it’s a tough enough 
walk that going in & out in one day is 
not an option, especially if you are 
only 6 years old!!.  

The fire of Jan 2006 has destroyed 
sections of forest and there are many 
dead snow gums, however much was 
untouched and there is lots to see , 
wild flowers, animals and birds.  The 
first 8kms is not too bad and we 
scamper through quite cheerfully, 
then comes the steep climb down to 
the lake.

Thank you: It is hard to believe my 
time at Highlands PS is over. Thank 
you to students, staff, parents and the 
wider community for making me feel 
so welcome and making my stay an 
enjoyable one. On Tuesday I return to 
my other job as a Literacy Specialist 
for the Hume Region Department of 
Education but I will always fondly re-
member my time at Highlands PS. 
 From Meagan Callander

The pupil who is never required to do 
what he cannot do; never does what 
he can do. John Stuart Mill 



Community What’s On Calendar—June/July/August

Week beg 9th Terip Terip mowing roster Tim & Cindy Hayes Ian & Cynthia Crawford Around Clubhouse and all 4 courts

8 - 14 June Whiteheads Creek/ Tarcombe RFB  Truck Roster  Mark Stokes       Victor Oles Wes Jeffery   -  Rob Wales

Wednesday 
June 11 

The Victorian Ministerial Advisory Council for Senior Victorians will hold the Seniors Speak Up! community 
forum  from 2.30pm to 4pm at the Mitchell Shire offices in High St. The Ministerial Advisory Council is a rep-
resentative group of seniors from across Victoria, set up to provide regular advice to the Minister on issues 
affecting people aged 60 years and over. Well known Seymour resident, Margot Green is a member. “We 
are looking at issues involving health care and housing, public transport, employment opportunities and life-
long learning; how seniors prefer to receive information and anything else that matters to older people in this 
community.

Friday 13th 
June 

'Drinks on the Deck' dinner  at 6pm.  Come along & see the changes to the hall for yourself.  Bring some 
food & drinks to share & meet your neighbours from near & far! Highlands Hall

15- 21 June Whiteheads Creek/ Tarcombe RFB  Truck Roster Ashley Waite  Mick Leatham Michael Laker   Glen Watson

Thursday 

19th June

Swanpool Landcare Group,  7.30pm at the Swanpool Hall. Dr Roger Paskin, a Namibian (South West Africa) 
veterinarian who has recently started work in Victoria as the state epidemiologist. The title of his talk is "On 
Mosquitoes, Prions and Listening to Gaia". Dr Paskin worked with Allan Savory, on rangeland management 
in Africa. Allan Savory from Zimbabwe developed the concepts of Holistic Farm Management and cell graz-
ing. Dr Paskin started out as a private veterinary practitioner in South Africa, but moved to Namibia in 1984 
as a District Veterinary Officer with the Namibian Ministry of Agriculture where his duties involved wildlife 
capture and game ranch management. He became Deputy CVO in 1992.  He then joined FAO and moved to 
Rome for 4 years; where he spent this time running development projects and assisting with building surveil-
lance systems and emergency responses in various countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America. He returned 
to Namibia in 2002 and then joined the Victorian DPI in August 2006 as an epidemiologist. Dr Paskin's talk 
will be wide ranging and he is an entertaining speaker. All will be welcome.

Sunday 22nd 
June

Highlands Ramblers. An historical walk taking in eight abandoned huts from ‘Fort William’ at Caveat to 
‘Dropmore’ and led by Andrew Shaw. PH 57904297 Meet at the Highlands hall at 10.30am

Arbor Week 
23-29 June 
2008

In response to the drought Arbor Week has changed from May to June. In previous years Arbor Week was 
focused mainly on tree planting. However, in order to protect stands of remnant vegetation, re -establish de-
graded ecosystems and habitats and increase biodiversity the focus has changed to include all native vege-
tation. With this in mind the theme for Arbor Week this year is “Creating Habitats for all Living Things”.

Thur 26th June Caveat Church sausage and chat  All welcome. 5.30pm

22 - 28 June Whiteheads Creek/ Tarcombe RFB  Truck Roster  John Wood  James Matters Rob Haynes   Darren Brock

30th June, 
2008

Canvases from HiArts Conversation, November 2007 to be returned.  Please contact Marcia on 57969256 or 
Stuart and Judy on 57969358. 

SATURDAY 
26TH JULY, 
2008

TERIP TERIP COMMUNITY DINNER CHRISTMAS IN JULY THE REC RESERVE
6PM FOR SHERRIES AND NIBBLES     7PM DINNER       BYO DRINKS & GLASS     $15 PER PERSON -
$5 FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN   PLEASE BRING CHRISTMAS NIBBLES OR DESSERT  BEST CHRIST-
MAS PUDDING COMPETITION  RSVP, WEDNESDAY 23RD JULY 
LU CRAVEN – 5790 4011,FRANCES LAWRENCE – 0432 324 929

Friday 1 Au-
gust 

Raimond Gaita Professor of Philosophy at the Australian Catholic University and Professor of Moral Philoso-
phy at King’s College London, Shire Hall Alexandra 7.30 —9 pm Join us for a evening of thought provoking 
ideas on love( truth and justice( the choices we make and issues that challenge our world )A unique opportu-
nity to participate in a challenging evening of lively and informed discussion with a leading philosopher of our 
time Bookings 57720349 Sponsored by Friends of the Library Alexandra Romulus My father (1998) A Com-
mon Humanity- Thinking about Love and Truth and Justice (1999) The Philosopher4s Dog (2002) 

Monday 23rd 
June 

Yea High School Information Evening : Yea High School are holding an information evening for 2009 Year 
7s  at 7.30pm at Yea High School. Please contact Year 7 co -ordinator Jarrod Heal on 57972207 for more 
information. 

5th July, 2008 Community Canvasses.  10.30 am.  Morning Coffee on the Deck, Highlands Hall.  Canvasses will be on 
display and contribution sought for the best way to display the community canvasses.

2nd August, 
2008

Preliminary Notice:  HiArts Conversation:  “The Artist and Social Responsibility”.  Highlands Hall, 10 – 3pm.  
$10.00 registration.  Morning tea and lunch provided.

Monday 16th Scribblers  7:30 pm at Candi's place 57969366.  All welcome.



Classifieds & Community Notices 
BITS OF BOTANY AND 

BIRDS

YELLOW-RUMPED THORNBILLS 
are very common small birds, easily 
identified by a bright yellow rump and 
small white spots on the black head. 
They build an untidy domed nest with 
a hidden side entrance, and a false 
cup nest on top. Maybe this is to trick 
predators, or to suggest to cuckoos 
that they lay their eggs there!

FUNDING TO BOOST 
PUBLIC INTERNET ACCESS 

IN OUR AREA

Victorian Government funding is now 
available to boost free or affordable 
public Internet access.

“The Public Internet Access Program 
is designed to bring all the benefits of 
the Internet to people who currently 
have difficulty accessing it, particu-
larly senior Victorians, recent mi-
grants, those outside the education 
system, the unemployed and people 
with a disability,” Mr Hardman said.

Grants of up to $7500 are available to 
community organisations to purchase 
or upgrade computers and software, 
pay for Internet connections and 
cover costs associated with other 
relevant equipment.

Applications close Friday, 27 June 
2008. 
For more details visit 
www.grants.dpcd.vic.gov.au or phone 
the Grants Information line on 
1300 366 358.

Orphans Service

Any farmers that have orphaned live-
stock that need to be hand reared 
please call Michael Shaw  57904297, 
we will collect them and give them the 
TLC they need.

FOR SALE

Silky Terrier cross pups for sale, 2 x 
female, 8 weeks, great family dogs, 
very cute. $220.00

Also 12 months old, Vaccinated blond 
male, Silky cross, house trained, 
lovely dog. $100
Helen McKenzie (03) 57904211

HIGHLANDS CAVEAT 
JUNIOR FIRE BRIGADE

FUNDRAISING RAFFLE 
PRIZE:   WILD COUNTRY SINGLE 
TREKKER DOME SWAG (VALUED 
AROUND $200) 

Proudly donated by Suthofarm Con-
tracting (Farm work and maintenance. 
Ring Dale for a quote 0400164325)
Drawn Friday 13th June.
Proceeds to Junior Fire Brigade 
Enrichment camp October 2008

Conservation Volunteers 
Australia work on Hughes 

Creek.

Last week a small group of interna-
tional students visited Ruffy to assist 
with a landcare fencing project. A 
fence line along the Hughes Creek at 
Brian Leahy’s was being replaced to 
protect the Glen Lyon Gorge Flora 
Reserve. 

This is a difficult site for fencing with 
steep slopes and large sheets of ex-
posed granite. Many post holes 
needed to be dug by hand and fencing 
materials carried into position.

Travis Tilton was the expert fencing 
contractor on hand to guide the work-
ers.

Michael Kopancia used his excavator 
to remove the bits of old fence, a tricky 
job that saved weeks of manual la-
bour. Naomi McLennan organised the 
fencing materials from Elders and 
Bruce loaded them in the trailer. The 
volunteers enjoyed their cosy accom-
modation at Marj Leigh’s Holiday Cot-
tages.

The volunteers came from London and 
Korea, they really enjoyed their stay in 
Ruffy and I really enjoyed hosting 
them. We had a beautiful week of 
weather and spent some great 
smokos and lunch breaks chatting with 
Travis, Bonney the Dog and Brian, in 
the sun along this very special part of 
the creek. The fence is already now 
for Travis to strain up the wires and try 
on the ringlock . (I bet he wishes he 
had more volunteers to work with him 
this week!)

Neha Shan, Luke Rennie, Kim Sang 
Lim (Davey) and Kang Yoo Jin 

Harvest Home Hotel 

Great news the Harvest Home Hotel 
at Avenel is up and running again 7 
days a week.  Well pub and accom-
modation is 7 days.. food - and fantas-
tic food from chef Peter McCloud who 
has had hats everywhere he has 
worked will be available Thursday 
night, Friday lunch, Friday dinner, ditto 
Saturday and Sunday lunch.  Last 
weekend was his first weekend and 
the dining room was full.  Good news 
travels fast.

Student of the Week

This week’s student of the week is 
Imogen Geffert for always contributing 
100% to all tasks and responsibilities. 

I N V I T A T I O N 
HiArts Community 

Canvasses

In November last year a Conversation 
was held at the Highlands Hall dis-
cussing aspects of the environment 
that influence their art work.

Participants were given canvases to 
take home and use to express their 
interpretations of their environment 
“The view from their window”.

HiArts is asking for participants to try 
and get their canvasses completed by 
30th June.
We plan to have a sharing of the can-
vasses on Saturday the 5th July with 
coffee on the deck at the Highlands 
Hall at 10.30 am.

Everyone in the community is wel-
come to attend and contribute to the 
best way to display the completed 
canvasses.   

Any queries please contact Marcia on 
57969256 or Stuart 57969358.



Yea & District Garden Supplies
30 North St Yea
Ph 57 972933

We can supply: sand, soil, mulch, screenings, 
firewood, cement products, garden ornaments, 
all stock feeds, bobcat hire, 12t excavator hire, 
truck and trailer hire, machinery moved up to 
15t, United Gas: 9kg gas bottles, 45kg house 

bottles.
Monday to Friday 7.30am to 4pm

Saturday 8am to 4pm

Ruffy Produce Store
Breakfast & Lunch

Saturdays, Sundays & Public Holidays from 
8am

Lunch Fridays from 11.30am

Need to book, call Helen or Doug

T: 5790 4387

E: info@ruffystore.com

F: 5790 4209

TIM DEGLAITIS
Quality Painting and Decorating

New Homes, Extensions

Interior / Exterior

Ph: 5796 9306

Mob: 0428 628 640

KELLBELLKELLBELLKELLBELLKELLBELL
BOBCAT,TRENCHING,

BACKHOE & TIP 
TRUCK HIRE.

Phone Mark on Phone Mark on Phone Mark on Phone Mark on 
0428547798042854779804285477980428547798

Registered Electrical Contractor:Registered Electrical Contractor:Registered Electrical Contractor:Registered Electrical Contractor:
License No. 16959License No. 16959License No. 16959License No. 16959

Cellar door open Sundays 11am -4pm
or by appointment  -  57969366

1590 Highlands Rd

BAROA
Prime Lamb Studs

Quality

POLL DORSET &

TEXEL   RAMS
MN3V

Creighton’s Creek

0428576046                               57903268

ALPACAS
and

BED & BREAKFAST

Award winning coloured alpacas for sale.
Alpaca quilts, knitting wools and

quality fleeces for spinners.
Visitors welcome (by appointment).

Glen & Terry George
134 Weibye Track,    Ruffy    Vic  3666

ph:  03 5790 4318                   fax:  03 5790 4004
email:  parrindi@mcmedia.com.au

www.parrindi.com.au

For ALL your rural
merchandise needs

DELIVERY AVAILABLE
34 Railway St. Euroa

5795 2236

Phone Ian on Phone Ian on Phone Ian on Phone Ian on 

: 0408990487: 0408990487: 0408990487: 0408990487
: 57904328: 57904328: 57904328: 57904328

Café, lollies and alpaca wear
Ask us for a loyalty card

Margaret and Ian Findley

7 Station Street Yea
Ph: 5797 2270

TRADESMEN
Specialising in

renovations, alterations, and 
repairs.  Shed

erections, concrete floors, 
paths, paving etc.  

Contact Ken on 5797 6255 or 
Michael on 5795 1109

AJ & SL SHAW EXCAVATIONS 
PH: 0427 969297 AH: 03 57904297

EXCAVATOR, GRADER, 
TIP TRUCK & LOWLOADER

“LET US MOVE YOUR EARTH”

RURAL 
FENCING

RICK MCALPIN

57969269

0427834546


