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I read this in the Baynton Sidonia 
Landcare Group Newsletter . It’s 
about my favourite tree so I couldn’t 
resist putting it in and they grow beau-
tifully in our area.

“Casuarinas are surely the tree that 
has it  all – graceful branches, cov-
ered with pine needle-like leaves that 
filter the wind (and make that beautiful 
shurshuring  noise while they do it), 
they fix atmospheric nitrogen in the 
soil to the benefit of surrounding 
plants, they provide useful wildlife 
habitat and the big nuts are food for 
our larger parrots and their spreading 
crown provides shade for stock. Ca-
suarinas are tough trees, growing 
happily in exposed situations on rocky 
outcrops and dry ridges on poor and 
rocky soils. Casuarina wood burns 
beautifully and is much sought after 
by wood turners. The fallen needles 
create lovely soft mulch. The pollen of 
the male trees sends any nearby hon-
eybees into a frenzy of collection. And 
the sight of a clump of casuarinas 
dancing and waving their branches in 
a stiff breeze will surely excite even 
the hardest heart!” 

Any more suggestions for roadside 
signs of beautiful specimens of our 
indigenous trees? Any more eagle 
sightings? miranda@activ8.net.au

Aussie of the Month

Congratulations to Walter Geffert, 
the May Aussie of the Month. 

For being inclusive in games, enthusi-
astic with his work and encouraging 
others. Well done Walter!

Frances Lawrence 

After many years more or less on the 
move, Frances Lawrence, daughter of 
Joan and Albert Penny returned to 
Terip two years ago with her husband 
Tim Lawrence and sons Matthew and 
Robert. 

Frances was one of the last students 
to attend the school at Terip before it 
closed. After that she attended the 
Ruffy school. and later, for her secon-
dary education Euroa Secondary Col-
lege. When she had completed her 
schooling she worked as a laboratory 
technician in Melbourne for six years. 

In 1992, Frances went to the United 
Kingdom on a farming exchange pro-
gram, and then for the next few years 
she travelled back and forth, coming 
home for a while and also working on 
farms at Penshurst and Tongala. 
Frances is now running the family 
farm while Tim is working in farm ma-
chinery sales. 

As part of the Terip tennis team, Fran-
ces is honouring another family tradi-
tion. and as treasurer of the Terip 
Recreation Reserve Committee, she 
is taking an active role in planning the 
renovations for the Rec Reserve 
building and surrounds. 

Young Matthew, as one of the fourth 
generation of the Penny family, has 
just started primary school in Euroa 
Primary and already looks as though 
he will carry on the tradition of com-
munity involvement. He sent a sub-
mission to the recent public meeting 
outlining his ideas for improving the 
local facilities. With any luck, by the 
time he is ready to join the tennis 
team, those improvements, as well as 
all the others suggested, will have 
been carried out. 

When asked about the greatest 
change she noticed when she re-
turned to Terip, without hesitation, 
Frances said the faces. Although she 
was referring to the fact that so many 
new faces have arrived in the area in 
recent years, I began to think about 
how over time, even the most familiar 
faces both new and old must surely 
but slowly be changing without our 
noticing. 

Highlands Community
 Hall Update

Thanks to both Federal & State gov-
ernments, Murrindindi Shire & many 
volunteers, most of the funded work at 
the hall is now complete & the hall 
and surrounds are looking good.

There are still some funds left over & 
the committee is looking into possibili-
ties.

So far the list includes: an instant gas 
hot water system (the existing one 
didn't cope well with the 'Lentil as 
Anything Dinner' )

improved lighting inside & outside

sound system for hall

have the ceilings painted by a profes-
sional painter

an outdoor metal cupboard for sport-
ing equipment

Watch the 'Granite News' for more 
information or phone Judy Reid on 
5796 9358

Warm Welcome:  How lovely it was to 
see so many happy smiling faces 
when I returned on Tuesday.  It is with 
great appreciation that I thank Mea-
gan for her wonderful leadership and 
teaching during my absence.  It has 
been very pleasing to see the pro-
gress each student has made over the 
6 weeks.  Thanks to the families who 
made Meagan feel so welcome and 
assisted her during her stay.  

Winter Round Robin:  Miranda and 4 
students travelled to Yea to participate 
in the Winter Round Robin.  Imogen 
was particularly happy about meeting 
some new people as she knew no-
body in her activity at the beginning of 
the day.  Michael’s comment about 
how dangerous football can get when 
tackling if not played by the rules is an 
issue that is gathering quite a bit of 
media attention currently. Below is   
Brett  and myself on The Day.



Community What’s On Calendar—June/July/August

Week beg 16th Terip Terip mowing roster Daryl and Ann Cox Bernie and Sari McMahon 
Both sides of Springs Road and all 4 courts

15- 21 June Whiteheads Creek/ Tarcombe RFB  Truck Roster Ashley Waite  Mick Leatham Michael Laker   Glen Watson

Thursday 

19th June

Swanpool Landcare Group,  7.30pm at the Swanpool Hall. Dr Roger Paskin, a Namibian (South West Africa) 
veterinarian who has recently started work in Victoria as the state epidemiologist. The title of his talk is "On 
Mosquitoes, Prions and Listening to Gaia". Dr Paskin worked with Allan Savory, on rangeland management 
in Africa. Allan Savory from Zimbabwe developed the concepts of Holistic Farm Management and cell graz-
ing. Dr Paskin started out as a private veterinary practitioner in South Africa, but moved to Namibia in 1984 
as a District Veterinary Officer with the Namibian Ministry of Agriculture where his duties involved wildlife 
capture and game ranch management. He became Deputy CVO in 1992.  He then joined FAO and moved to 
Rome for 4 years; where he spent this time running development projects and assisting with building surveil-
lance systems and emergency responses in various countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America. He returned 
to Namibia in 2002 and then joined the Victorian DPI in August 2006 as an epidemiologist. Dr Paskin's talk 
will be wide ranging and he is an entertaining speaker. All will be welcome.

Sunday 22nd 
June

Highlands Ramblers. An historical walk taking in eight abandoned huts from ‘Fort William’ at Caveat to 
‘Dropmore’ and led by Andrew Shaw. PH 57904297 Meet at the Highlands hall at 10.30am

Monday 23rd 
June 

Yea High School Information Evening : Yea High School are holding an information evening for 2009 Year 
7s  at 7.30pm at Yea High School. Please contact Year 7 co -ordinator Jarrod Heal on 57972207 for more 
information. 

Arbor Week 
23-29 June 
2008

In response to the drought Arbor Week has changed from May to June. In previous years Arbor Week was 
focused mainly on tree planting. However, in order to protect stands of remnant vegetation, re -establish de-
graded ecosystems and habitats and increase biodiversity the focus has changed to include all native vege-
tation. With this in mind the theme for Arbor Week this year is “Creating Habitats for all Living Things”.

Thur 26th June Caveat Church sausage and chat  All welcome. 5.30pm

22 - 28 June Whiteheads Creek/ Tarcombe RFB  Truck Roster  John Wood  James Matters Rob Haynes   Darren Brock

30th June, 
2008

Canvases from HiArts Conversation, November 2007 to be returned.  Please contact Marcia on 57969256 or 
Stuart and Judy on 57969358. 

5th July, 2008 Community Canvasses.  10.30 am.  Morning Coffee on the Deck, Highlands Hall.  Canvasses will be on 
display and contribution sought for the best way to display the community canvasses.

SATURDAY 
26TH JULY, 
2008

TERIP TERIP COMMUNITY DINNER CHRISTMAS IN JULY THE REC RESERVE
6PM FOR SHERRIES AND NIBBLES     7PM DINNER       BYO DRINKS & GLASS     $15 PER PERSON -
$5 FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN   PLEASE BRING CHRISTMAS NIBBLES OR DESSERT  BEST CHRIST-
MAS PUDDING COMPETITION  RSVP, WEDNESDAY 23RD JULY 
LU CRAVEN – 5790 4011,FRANCES LAWRENCE – 0432 324 929

Friday 1 Au-
gust 

Raimond Gaita Professor of Philosophy at the Australian Catholic University and Professor of Moral Philoso-
phy at King’s College London, Shire Hall Alexandra 7.30 —9 pm Join us for a evening of thought provoking 
ideas on love( truth and justice( the choices we make and issues that challenge our world )A unique opportu-
nity to participate in a challenging evening of lively and informed discussion with a leading philosopher of our 
time Bookings 57720349 Sponsored by Friends of the Library Alexandra Romulus My father (1998) A Com-
mon Humanity- Thinking about Love and Truth and Justice (1999) The Philosopher4s Dog (2002) 

2nd August, 
2008

Preliminary Notice:  HiArts Conversation:  “The Artist and Social Responsibility”.  Highlands Hall, 10 – 3pm.  
$10.00 registration.  Morning tea and lunch provided.

Friday 11th 
July 

'Drinks on the Deck'     The next get together for 'Drinks on the Deck' is  at 6.30pm. Come and enjoy  a 
shared meal at the Highlands Community Hall.

Saturday 19 
July

The Fabulous Swinging Sixties are Coming to the Ruffy Hall.  60's Spicks 'n Specks Music Trivia, Disco & 
Dancing.  Lots of prizes.  More news to follow.  Tickets $15 ea from Glen Ph 5790 4318.
Bookings essential. This sounds like a lot of fun.

Saturday 5th 
July

RUFFY ART SHOW & SALE RETURNS IN NOVEMBER 2008.  There will be an informal morning tea at 
10.00 am to discuss the format of this year's Show. If you would like to be involved in the planning of this 
great event come along and bring your ideas or phone Glen on 5790 4318 with any suggestions if you can't 
make the morning tea.



Classifieds & Community Notices 
BITS OF BOTANY AND 

BIRDS
Periwinkle (Vinca major)

Periwinkle is a creeping plant that is 
native to Europe and northern Africa 
and has been introduced to other con-
tinents as an ornamental plant or me-
dicinal herb.

Periwinkle’s broad-leaved runners 
form a dense mat, shading out native 
plants and competing for moisture and 
nutrients. 
• It mainly spreads vegetatively but 
some patches also produce seeds.
• Very small isolated patches (<1 m2) 
can be dug out. Stem and root frag-
ments can resprout so all plant mate-
rial needs to be removed from the site 
and disposed of appropriately.

• Herbicide treatment can be effective 
if applied when plants are actively 
growing and followed up.
• Along waterways, particular care is 
needed with physical or chemical 
treatments to prevent erosion and 
contamination. There may be restric-
tions on chemical use.
 • All treatment needs to be followed 
up for several years.

Environmental Management 
System for Puckapunyal 

This seeks a balance for the formal 
integration of policy, training impera-
tives and on-ground management 
work within the goals of the sustain-
able management of the ecosystem. 

The objective of this is to protect sig-
nificant species and habitats from the 
adverse impacts of Defence activities 
and manage all other threatening 
processes. The target to achieve is no 
adverse impacts and no net loss in 
indigenous species or areas of vegeta-
tion

Armoured vehicles require open coun-
try for many of their training activities 
and the Joint Proof and Experimental 
Unit (JPEU), Graytown, requires open 
areas to accurately assess the effects 
of ammunition tests and avoid the 
spread of fire. Cleared areas have 
therefore been retained at the site, 
while others have been revegetated. 

Although this retention of cleared ar-
eas may seem inconsistent with con-
servation, it is likely to be an important 
factor in the increases in populations 
of threatened species such as Bush 
Stone-curlew and Fat-tailed Dunnart 
(Sminthopsis crassicaudata). How-
ever, some of these open areas –
specifically Range East, and parts of 
Range West and JPEU, Graytown –
are maintained predominantly as ar-
eas of introduced grassland with 
smaller areas of woodland. This is 
because native grasses have not been 
found to provide the amount of cover 
and resilience required to cushion the 
manoeuvres of tanks. Elsewhere in 
the woodlands and forests, tree, shrub 
and understorey cover is an important 
element for training and to provide 
buffer zones around specific activities 
– and has also resulted in benefits to 
wildlife. 

In Range West, two breeding pairs of 
Powerful Owl share their respective 
favourite breeding gullies with Army 
personnel training how to patrol at 
night and one pair lives ‘next door’ to a 
grenade range. Areas used for live 
firing are essential for training and 
equally important for wildlife. Breeding 
pairs of Bush Stone-curlew and Bark-
ing Owl have been present for at least 
9 years immediately either side of the 
main static firing point used for gun-
nery training by armoured vehicles. 

They continue to improve the manage-
ment of the site and to undertake man-
agement actions that will sustain 
Puckapunyal for the next 100 years.

HiArts Exhibition 2007 T-
shirts for sale.

Selective sizes.  $10 each or 3 for 
$20.00. Please contact Stuart and 
Judy Reid 57969358

FIREWOOD SALES A
 BURNING ISSUE

Victorians should be wary of under-
weight firewood and dodgy firewood 
traders this winter. The Member for 
Seymour, Ben Hardman said Con-
sumer Affairs Victoria (CAV) trade 
measurement inspectors conducted 
regular inspections to make sure pre -
packaged firewood was correctly 
weighted and were focussing on pre -
packaged firewood and firewood sup-
pliers following an increasing trend for 
pre-packaged firewood to be sold at 
retail outlets such as service stations 

Firewood sold in bags as a pre -packed 
article must have the name and ad-
dress of the packer on the outside 
wrapping, as well as a price and 
weight statement.

Mr Hardman encouraged consumers 
who believe they have been sold un-
derweight wood to immediately contact 
their local CAV Trade Measurement 
Inspector on 1300 365 500

RECYCLING AT YEA 
TRANSFER STATION

Yea now has facilities to collect 
chemical plastic drums. Make sure 
you rinse them out 3 times first. If you 
take your own wool pack with silage 
wrappers and twine, the pack will be 
replaced. Speak to John Hammond if 
you need more information 
PH 57969310

FOR SALE

Staffordshire Puppies. 2 female, 
1 male, white & black, white & brin-
dle,$200 ONO. 

Aluminium Tinny with 9 1/2 Johnson 
outboard. V nose. Flat bottom. 3.4m 
long $700 

Jeannie & Ken Webb PH 57976255

H.C.F.B Mudbash Wood

Thank you to everyone who helped 
with the cutting, collecting and selling 
of the wood and using their own per-
sonal equipment. Also to Gareth & 
Allan for Friday & Saturday nights and 
splitting most of the wood. Les Gates

LICHENS are small ecosystems, con-
sisting of a fungus and one or more 
photosynthetic partners, - an alga, a 
cyanobacteria or both. The fungus 
provides a stable environment and the 
alga provides the food. Lichens ab-
sorb water, nutrients and air borne 
pollutants (which can kill the lichen, so 
healthy lichens are signs of a healthy 
environment!). World wide, there are 
up to 17,000 species. Have a look at 
your granite boulders and be amazed 
at the variety.



Yea & District Garden Supplies
30 North St Yea
Ph 57 972933

We can supply: sand, soil, mulch, screenings, 
firewood, cement products, garden ornaments, 
all stock feeds, bobcat hire, 12t excavator hire, 
truck and trailer hire, machinery moved up to 
15t, United Gas: 9kg gas bottles, 45kg house 

bottles.
Monday to Friday 7.30am to 4pm

Saturday 8am to 4pm

Ruffy Produce Store
Breakfast & Lunch

Saturdays, Sundays & Public Holidays from 
8am

Lunch Fridays from 11.30am

Need to book, call Helen or Doug

T: 5790 4387

E: info@ruffystore.com

F: 5790 4209

TIM DEGLAITIS
Quality Painting and Decorating

New Homes, Extensions

Interior / Exterior

Ph: 5796 9306

Mob: 0428 628 640

KELLBELLKELLBELLKELLBELLKELLBELL
BOBCAT,TRENCHING,

BACKHOE & TIP 
TRUCK HIRE.

Phone Mark on Phone Mark on Phone Mark on Phone Mark on 
0428547798042854779804285477980428547798

Registered Electrical Contractor:Registered Electrical Contractor:Registered Electrical Contractor:Registered Electrical Contractor:
License No. 16959License No. 16959License No. 16959License No. 16959

Cellar door open Sundays 11am -4pm
or by appointment  -  57969366

1590 Highlands Rd

BAROA
Prime Lamb Studs

Quality

POLL DORSET &

TEXEL   RAMS
MN3V

Creighton’s Creek

0428576046                               57903268

ALPACAS
and

BED & BREAKFAST

Award winning coloured alpacas for sale.
Alpaca quilts, knitting wools and

quality fleeces for spinners.
Visitors welcome (by appointment).

Glen & Terry George
134 Weibye Track,    Ruffy    Vic  3666

ph:  03 5790 4318                   fax:  03 5790 4004
email:  parrindi@mcmedia.com.au

www.parrindi.com.au

For ALL your rural
merchandise needs

DELIVERY AVAILABLE
34 Railway St. Euroa

5795 2236

Phone Ian on Phone Ian on Phone Ian on Phone Ian on 

: 0408990487: 0408990487: 0408990487: 0408990487
: 57904328: 57904328: 57904328: 57904328

Café, lollies and alpaca wear
Ask us for a loyalty card

Margaret and Ian Findley

7 Station Street Yea
Ph: 5797 2270

TRADESMEN
Specialising in

renovations, alterations, and 
repairs.  Shed

erections, concrete floors, 
paths, paving etc.  

Contact Ken on 5797 6255 or 
Michael on 5795 1109

AJ & SL SHAW EXCAVATIONS 
PH: 0427 969297 AH: 03 57904297

EXCAVATOR, GRADER, 
TIP TRUCK & LOWLOADER

“LET US MOVE YOUR EARTH”

RURAL 
FENCING

RICK MCALPIN

57969269

0427834546


