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PEOPLE AND PLACES

Why Burma?
| returned from Burma with a confusion
of feelings about the two and a half
week trip we had just completed with
Jenny Webb (of GraceWorks). This
was a neighbours’ trip ... what
an experience to share with people we
know. Back home, | try to answer the
question that many ask ... “Why
Burma?” ... while still processing all |
had seen and heard. Burma is an ex-
traordinary experience - beautiful, hum-
bling, confronting, confounding - parts
still uncategorised.
A country of huge contrasts: between
widespread poverty and isolated privi-
lege despite bountiful resources; of a
long and impressive history disrupted
and confused by colonial boundaries
and laws; where 1 million children have
lost parents through natural disaster or
the unspeakable horrors of ongoing war
and those who devote their lives to their
care and wellbeing; between the family
life of subsistence farming and the re-
lentless struggle for individual survival
in the towns and cities.
Yangon ... once the capital Rangoon ...
is busy and polluted with a few surpris-
ingly large department stores, parks,
the occasional flash car and homes in
gated developments owned by the
wealthy.

Shwedagon, the largest Stupa in
Burma, towers over the city ... newly
gilt on advice by an important Astrolo-
ger to earn merit. This is juxtaposed
against kerbside stalls serving steam-
ing soup and curries along the pot-
holed streets ... mud and rain lapping
at their customers’ feet ... the clapped-
out 1970s cars burning dirty fuel, and
the port where small, dark-skinned,
bare-footed, sinewy men unload their
heavy burdens.

we drive out of town, we see women ...
labour brought from nearby villages ...
spreading bitumen on the road with
their bare hands. We see a man

using a welder without a mask ... and
men, women and children squeezing a
ride between the cab and trailer of
trucks. But broad, warm smiles engage
us whenever we make eye contact ...
no hint of resentment at our good
fortune to have been born into a peace-
ful and prosperous democracy.

Two hours out of Yangon, it is a relief to
be out of the city. We visit several
children’s homes. After being shown
around the farm on one by a 70 year
old sage, we wait for “his” children to
return from school. First come the
primary kids fetched during a break in
the rain on one of the articulated
motors we have seen in many places

... itis the beginning of wet season. We
watch as their carers greet them and
tenderly dry their hair, before they
come to join us.

Next, the older children return walking
two by two, holding hands and umbrel-
las. We first see them at a distance,
but as they walk closer, the snaking line
keeps coming ... drums and symbols of
urgent, illusory music pounding in my
astonished ears.

We are spellbound as the 200 children
quietly, calmly approach, then assem-
ble in the shelter where we wait. These
are the children left by cyclone Nargis
... and from the jungles where ethnic
minorities are caught in conflict ... as
they have been since Independence
from British rule in 1947.

This dramatic scene then morphs into
one where small groups of children are
engrossed in books, eating fruit and
cake, engaging with us, with humour
and innocence. One small girl, looking
at a picture of a white-haired gnome in
a story books, smiles at Vic pointing at
his beard and back to the gnome, both
chuckling at the joke she had made.

By Candi Westney

WELCOME TO ISSUE 30

Please send articles to
miranda@omnipotent.com.au
or ring on 57969261

Thanks to Candi Westney for her article
on her trip to Burma. | will include part
two next week as it was too interesting
to reduce the size any further.

If you want to contact Bungle Boori
about the Working Dog and Stock Han-
dling school in early December. The 3
day school is run by Neil McDonald
from Sherwood Kelpies, S A.
(www.neilmcdonald.com.au). the
correct email address is: bungle-
boori@bluemaxx.com.au .

DOUBT OVER THE RAIL
TRAIL??

Word had emerged from the Shire of
Murrindindi, that unless funds can be
found to assist farmers in fencing their
properties, the future of the Rail Track
was in doubt. So far the track has been
prepared from Mansfield almost to Bon-
nie Doone. A large turnout of the com-
munity attended the Council meeting in
the Highlands Hall on Wednesday 22nd
September. Speakers were unanimous
in saying that the Rail Track must go
ahead for the benefit of the whole
Shire.
A number of business people have
already anticipated the completion of
the Track and urged the Council not to
forget its tourism value for the whole
district.
While the original Advisory Committee,
set up by the Council, had recom-
mended that the costs of the Track
should include paying for the fencing,
the Shire Council was having difficulties
in seeing where this money would
come from.
Several speakers emphasized that not
all farmers were interested in having a
fence and that there were other ways of
raising the money and encouraged the
Council to develop a strategy to get the
necessary funds. That the Rail Track
should go ahead was the overwhelming
desire of those present. The Council
have now agreed to consult with the
neighbouring Shires on the matter.

By Stuart Reid

Please note, there is a
Special meeting to discuss rail trail
by Murrindindi Shire Councillors on
Wednesday 6th October.
See the What's On Calendar for more
details.



Community What’s On Calendar - October /November 2010

Fortnight beg
4th Oct

Terip Terip mowing roster Sue Martin
Around Clubhouse and all 4 courts

Tim Andrews and Andrew Holloway

Week beg

WHITEHEADS CREEK- TARCOMBE RFB TRUCK Glenn Christensen Tony Wallis

Tuesday 5th

Save Energy, Save Money 6.30pm — 9pm Broadford Council Chambers 113 High Street Broadford

October Expert presenters and local residents will provide you with practical information to help you create a sustainable
home, school or workplace. To register for workshops and for more information contact Cathy Koning, Sustain-
able Communities Coordinator on (03) 5734 6357 or via email cathyk@mitchellshire.vic.gov.au or visit
www.sustainable-communities.com.au

Wednesday Special meeting to discuss rail trail ~ Murrindindi Shire Councillors will meet on to consider proposals that will

6th October

advance the Goulburn River High Country Rail Trail in the shire. “Council has noted the offer by Mansfield of
interest earned on the funds received being used to address the issue of boundary fencing for the project.
Mitchell Shire has also agreed to this course of action,” Cr Beales said. “There is a commitment by the Council to
see the progress of the rail trail proceed. Wednesday’s meeting will consider further options to progress the pro-
ject that will be equitable to ratepayers and landholders.

Friday 8th
October

'‘Drinks on the Deck' at Highlands Community Hall from 6.30pm. Bring food to share for a meal together and
catch up with friends old and new. All welcome - especially new faces. Gold coin donation to cover power.

8th October-
7th November

Gallery 34 Invites you to the Solo Exhibition by Darren Gilbert , Artwork and selected sculptures.
Current until 7 November 2010 34 High Street YEA Thursday to Saturday 9-4 Sundays & public holidays 10-4
Olivia Lawson 03 5797 3222 info@gallery34.com.au www.gallery34.com.au

Sunday 10th

Terip/Ruffy Uniting Church  Communion Service 11.15am

Saturday 9th
Oct

HIGHLANDS CAVEAT RURAL FIRE BRIGADE Working Bee / Training / General Meeting / B B Q Lunch
When: 9:30am Where: At the Highlands Fire Shed

What is happening: Starting with a Working Bee - Jobs to be done : Move Portable meeting room into final posi-
tion, Gravel beside sheds, Finish water hydrants for filling trucks, Connect water under road to School tank
Training on Private Slip-ons & Tankers. B B Q lunch (Meat & Vegie burgers provided) General Meeting

What to bring: Private Slip-on units (“Mosquito Fleet”) Salads & nibbles to share , BYO Drinks

Who can come: Everyone (Young, Old & In between, Juniors) For further information contact:

Captain — Les Lawson 57 969 265 Secretary — Alistair Lade 57 969 276

Saturday 9th
October

Black Market 10am - 12pm: Swap & sell your home produce at this local food exchange and "open garden".
This month it's being hosted by Paul Macgregor and Jocelyn Bennett, at Clearview Retreat, 404 Fairview Rd,
Kerrisdale. Turn off the Goulburn Valley Hwy onto the King Parrot Creek Rd in the direction of Strath Creek. Fair-
view Rd is the first road on your right after you leave the Goulburn Valley Hwy. Contact 5797

0229, diversity@diversity.org.au, for more information. Download map from www.clearviewretreat.org.au

Sunday
10th October

White Hart Hotel 4.30pm - Trevor Dennis - a great mix of country a other favourites
T: 03-5798-5203 E: white.hart@bigpond.com

Tuesday 12th
October

Wildflower Walk :10.30am at Wallaby Gully Flora Reserve ,Upton Rd , Longwood East ( on the Ruffy side of
John McGregors chook farm - opposite Elgo Winery ) Burnt Creek Landcare Group is hosting a walk into Wal-
laby Gully Flora Reserve followed by a BBQ at lunch at the Avenel Maze and a tour of some wonderful Avenel
grasslands . Lots of local wildflower experts present to help with plant ID . Spectacular wildflowers this spring .
Contact Janet Hagen 57 904268

Tuesday 12th

Alexandra library an essential part of your community! 5772 0349

October Junior Friends of the Library — New Books & Halloween Decorations 5.30 — 6.30

Thursday 14th | How Healthy Is Your Soil? Composting For Farms Semi  nar This seminar will demonstrate the needs and

October opportunities for recycled organic usage in the broadacre and intensive agriculture sectors 10.30am-3.00pm
Wallan Multipurpose Community Centre 42 Bentinck Street Wallan For further information on the day contact
Cathy Koning on 5734 6357 or cathyk@mitchellshire.vic.gov.au

Friday 15th ‘Making Waves Unplugged' are returning for the evening. Katherine is a well accomplished singer and if we are

October lucky {or not} Graydon may dazzle us with a song or 2 also. Time- 7pm till 11pm. Both functions are $25 per
ticket which includes finger food, entertainment and entry into door prize which is $100 voucher for our store.
Drinks are available at bar prices. Bookings and payments are essential. Please call 03 57 962 469 or visit our
website www.wbgadd.com

Friday 15th Managing Threatened Woodlands in a Farming Landscap e Field Day Guest Speakers: Josh Dorrough, Re-

October search Scientist with CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems, Canberra, speaking on, ‘Biodiversity in the Paddock’.

Damian Michael, Senior Research Officer in Ecology/ Herpetology from Australian National University speaking
on ‘Wildlife Research in Threatened Woodlands of South East Australia’. When: (9:30am- 2:30pm) Where: Mie-
poll Hall, Violet Town- Murchison Road, CFA Map 292, approximately 20kms west of Violet Town, 23kms east of
Murchison (morning session), Bush Stone Curlew site, for lunch, book launch and tour, afternoon session).
Lunch Provided RSVP by: Wednesday 13th Contact Jim Begley on 57611574 or email: imb@gbcma.vic.gov.au

Monday 18th
October

Alexandra library an essential part of your community! 5772 0349
Vintage Readers — Grey power reading group 2 —4pm




Classifieds & Community Notices

POULTY EQUIPMENT
FOR SALE

2 18 kilo hanging feeders and 2 auto-
matic bell drinkers. $60 for the lot.
PH Shane 57976310

AUSTRALIAN OPEN GARDEN
SCHEME 2010 - 2011

Local Gardens Open.

Two local gardens have been selected
to take part in this years scheme.

The garden at 121 Knafl Road Tag-
gerty is open on the 9th & 10th Octo-
ber 2010 between 10am to 4.30pm.

The February 2009 fires enveloped
their property but with lots of hard work,
rebuilding and replanting the garden
has recovered and flourished.

The philosophy underpinning the gar-
dens design and development has
been to make the garden a habitat for
native birds and animals and to blend
into the magnificent Mt Cathedral.
Blacksmith demonstrations, light
refreshments and Cottage by the Sea
produce will be for sale. A wonderful
local Caribbean steel pan band, formed
after Black Saturday, called Pans on
Fire will entertain visitors to the garden.

THE CHRONICLES OF
KENNETH

The MAD HATTERS are proud to pre-
sent, THE CHRONICLES OF KEN-
NETH', the continuing saga of Sir Ken-
neth Montague-Smythe, his family and
friends. We can promise you laughs,
songs, romance,intrigue, treachery,
crimes of fashion, pirates, and a fear-
some dragon, not to mention quite a lot
of rats and ferrets. Fun for all the fam-
ily! Performances to be held at the
Highlands Hall, Friday, October 22nd
and Saturday, October 23rd, at 7:30pm.
Ticket details to be announced. For
further information, contact: Pauline
Roberts ph.57969301 or Susan Bennett
ph.57904333.

A BLACK DINNER

Helen, Doug, and Nigel from the Ruffy
Store have always had a desire to buy
locally to insure good quality, traceable
products. Scott and Julia McKay have
been interested for some time to take
their well-respected black Angus Cattle
to the local market rather than to the
export market. So between drinks at
the Store on Friday nights the
collaboration was hatched and this new
venture began. Two beasts were
chosen. Doug and Helen took one
beast and Nigel has spent time working
with a local butcher to insure the meat
is presented to his high standards.
Scott and Julia have wet aged their
beast in individual cryovax packs so it
will continue to age over the next five
weeks and is available from the fridge
at the Store.

So on Saturday 16th October

There is a Black Dinner at the Ruffy
Store. 7.30pm, with beef on the menu!
$66 inc. GST, ex. Drinks

Dress: Black

RSVP The Ruffy Store 57 904387
(limited spaces available)

BITS OF BOTANY AND
BIRDS

HIiARTS FILM FESTIVAL
4th-6th March 2011

Attention all film makers and photogra-
phers! In addition to the screening of a
number of feature and short films from
general circulation, it is planned to also
screen films made by people from the
local community including school chil-
dren. No matter how short, we would
most welcome local material.

As with the Art Exhibition earlier this
year we will again display photographic
work contributed by local people about
local issues, people and scenery.

Australian Magpie

Known for its beautiful song, dive-
bombing during spring and occasion-
ally winning grand finals, the magpie
needs little introduction.

Although there is only one species in
Australia, there are several subspecies.
Melbourne's has a white back, but the
one in Highlands and further north is
black across the middle of the back.
You can tell adult males by the purity of
the white plumage. In females and ju-
veniles there's a greyish tinge to the
white of the back. The adults' beaks are
dark (almost black) at the tip and pale
at the base but in juveniles the beak is
a murky grey, though still a bit darker at
the tip than the base. By Louise Currie

TERIP TERIP
TENNIS TRAINING

Commences Thursday October 7 from
6pm - All Welcome.

SEYMOUR BUSHLAND PARK
WALK ON THE WILDSIDE.

A large and enthusiastic group at-
tended the annual Spring wildflower
and discovery walk at the Seymour
Bushland Park this weekend. Peter
Mitchell and Barbara Moss were the
guides, and though it was early in the
season, they were able to find orchids
and other beautiful plants in a small
area of the park.

The park is primarily a nature reserve
and has been recognised as such by

Mitchell Shire Council which has placed
a conservation covenant on the park.
Surrounded by cleared land, the park is
an oasis for native animals and plants,
and is also a valuable reference for
Landcare Groups.

Many native animals find refuge in the
park which is enjoyed by locals and out
of town visitors looking for a quiet re-
treat.

“It was a joy to see the excitement in
the faces of the children, it makes it all
worthwhile ” said Lesley Dalziel, Com-
mittee of Management President.

The committee plans on holding a wild-
life evening walk later in the year.

NEW SECRETARY FOR THE
HIGHLANDS HALL
COMMITTEE

Following a farewell for Sue & Trevor
Peterson, the Highlands Community
Hall Committee is pleased to announce
that Judy Cameron has taken over as
Secretary/Treasurer, & Karli Chase has
agreed to join the committee. To book
the hall please contact Judy Cameron
on 5796 9247. Watch out for a spring
working bee at the hall coming shortly.
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7) 3 % wblackboard || metier aromatherapy AJ. &S.LSHAW Ruffy Produce Store
JCAY  menv” tunch EXCAVATIONS
SCS Sundays therapeutic massage Breakfast & Lunch _
11am - 5om ] " Saturdays, Sundays & Public Holi-
; relaxation massage days from 8am
- Tapas bar french clay facials ;
last Friday of Lunch Fridays from 11.30am
the month hand & foot massage|
from 6pm gi{t vouchers available - GENERAL Bookings: call Helen or Doug
Bookings 57969366 l 5799 0?84 T:5790 4387
1590 Highlands Rd phone megan EARTHWORKS http://www.ruffy.com.au/
Www_rockvpasses_com_au www.lnetler~a.c01n.au 0427969297 F: 5790 4209
Yea & District Garden Supplies | [<oPonca PastoraL Excavations - 4 WALES RURAL
L |
30 North St Yea Ll | h
]
Ph 57 972933 STR;-'.'I.IDGGIEANTEN\I& SERVICES Let t e
We can supply: sand, soil, mulch, screenings, HOWS YOUR TV RECEPTION? I d
firewood, cement products, garden ornaments, ARE YOU FREEVIEW READY? u n
all stock feeds, bobcat hire, 12t excavator hire, PH. 0357 904 235 I
truck and trailer hire, machinery moved up to Mos. 0429 804 235 Matt Ulstrup 0427 330 344 ro d uce
15t, United Gas: 9kg gas bottles, 45kg house | | RagaIT RIPPING, DAMS & GENERAL EARTH- i i p
bottles. WORKS. MACHINERY HIRE: Antenna installation = Written_
Truck Low-Lo H and tuning mstructions 38 Emily Street Seymour
Monday to Friday 7.30am to 4pm WL OADER EADER H theatre set-up.
Saturday 8am to 4pm IAR:\:%SR Ei?.”J;TE.ZZ LEZC?ER ?XSETER Ao Eﬁ%ﬂ?ﬁ Egﬁﬁl‘f Ph. 5792 1088
POST RAMMER  MENT AUGER

MILROY FENCING

AG Fencing &
CONTRACTORS ) DEN TO
Contracting TERNITY
NEW FENCING \‘:’ Uwi '\FST . . N
ELECTRIC {\mé _ ﬂ-\ jjcfoh Services 96 High St. Yea
™
REPAIRS 96‘7 o lo 23 4'. 2 All fence constructions,
STOCKYARDS 57 23 4 7 42 Equipment maintenance &
' ' Smal excq\qucor" Pump repairs Health food, Boqks & Garden
Quallt_y Guaranteed Fully insured Blasting Servi ' Tues. Thurs. & Fri. 10am — 4pm
Highlands Pete & Susan = . asting Service, ., Call Jan on 5797 2220 or
57969192 . Not sure if we do it? mob. 0411472799
Yea/Glenburn Mick 0412189055 Give us a call 0407 028 122 E:edentoeternity@gmail.com
0 : B
ANTCLIFF'S CHASE}| TiM DEGLAITIS
TRADESMEN
QUALITY PAINTING AND
Phone lan on Specialising in DECORATING

NEW HOMES, EXTENSIONS

- 0408990487 renovations,' alterations, and INTERIOR 7 EXTERIOR
s 57004328 repairs. ShedfI PH: 5796 9306
T T o Z5it : 57904328 erections, concrete floors, -
. ‘l.\_lNE b:i\.f_.l_".br paths, paving etc. MoB: 0428 628 640
$ 10am - 5pm Weckends Registered Electrical Contractor: Contact Ken on 5797 6255 or /% & /%
& Weekdays ointment U No. 16959 Michael on 5795 1109 i i 8
Dl &7 icense No. e .
RING SHORTY FOR BUNGAWARRAH SHARE MARKET INVESTOR?
R U R AL ALL TRACTOR & FARM AG SERVICES
BULLDOZER WORK Spraying (boom/spot) S Hiscook & Company
F E N C I N G Fencing AFS Licence: 240679
PLOUGHING Hay and Silage www.sghiscock.com.au
R | C K M CAL P | N MBULIJ_gEIIENI'G Mulching an,d Slashing Highly experienced, multi award winning
Sowing Fund Manager, we offer investors 9 different
DOES IT ALL Cattle Work funds which invest in listed Australian
Shares. Call Steve Hiscock or Michael
0427834546 PH: 57904001 Scott 0428 294 010 Bartlett or visit our website.
Ph: (03) 9642 4300

dl
servme the | STABLE CONCEPTS

Hills/Ranges
Community é‘
Join us for a

meal or look
out for our

WHITE HART Pty General Welding

Baakings 0423 005 E67

[ icati SAM, SCOTT & NED JEFFERY
S : HOTEL Granite N Light Fabrication : _
bookings Zmafekingroverpark.com ranite Tews Contact 346 Euroa-?ztratthQIe Road,
www.mafekingroverpark.com 63 Hill Street, Longwood Jenny, Kevin or Richard Phone: (og)rosi o5 3044
Site phane 5797 63351 Tel. 03-5798-5203

white.hart@bigpond.com 0357904332 Mobile: 0458 953 000




