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FARMING & ENVIRONMENT 

Connecting the Community Since 2007 

We are currently building a  
Database  of weeds in the  
district. If you know of a  

roadside or property that has  
significant issues with  

Blackberries, Patersons Curse 
or any other weed of concern 

please contact  
Melinda Bronca.  

0417 126975      5796 9157 

hughes.creek1@gmail.com 
All information will remain  

anonymous  

 Contact  editor@tgn.org.au  
To subscribe online go to 
www.highlands.org.au 

LANDCARE NOTICE BOARDLANDCARE NOTICE BOARD  

The Granite News is funded by  

HCCC Landcare and supported by 
our permanent advertisers.  
If you would like to make a  

donation to support the  

Granite News you can contact the 

editor for HCCC Landcare’s bank 
details.  

Thanks to all those readers who’ve  
chosen to make a donation.....your 

support is appreciated  

FINDING FOXY  Issue 23 2017  
Boathole Foxy Page 4 

FOX on the RUN 

 

 
The 2017 competition is  

officially closed, but if you still 
have Fox Feet to hand in 

Please Contact 
Mel  at HCCC Landcare 

0417 1269750417 126975    

‘Attaining a Balance’‘Attaining a Balance’  

Landcare Strategy for the Landcare Strategy for the 

Hughes Creek Catchment Hughes Creek Catchment   

Sarah Nicholas Sarah Nicholas ––  19951995  

In 1994 the National Landcare Program 
and BP supported the Hughes Creek 

Catchment Collaborative to hire a  
consultant and develop a strategy  

document for the area with as much  
community input as possible. 

The document was split in to two parts, 
one as a resource document complete 

with recommendations and references and the second part promoting 
the projects and practical applications of the recommendations in the 
reference document. 

Our aim was ‘to achieve sustainable and viable agriculture and other 
land uses within an ecologically balanced catchment’. 

The outcomes we expected were: 

* Increase profitability 

* Weeds and pests controlled or eliminated 

* Wide adoption of new management systems to improve productivity 

* Increased amounts of on ground works 

* Increased participation and knowledge in the community 

* Improved quality of water leaving the catchment 

* Increased number of strategically place trees and shrubs 

* Improved wildlife habitat 

There was no time frame for these tasks as they were freely able to  
admit that setting a time frame to reverse over 100 years of unsuitable 

land management would be unrealistic. 

The Hughes Creek Catchment likely had both the Molka and the  
Taungurung  Aboriginal tribes in the area; however at the time of this 
document being produced in 1995 no survey for significant Aboriginal 

sites had been carried out.  The Dropmore pastoral lease was one of the 
first in the area and comprised of almost 104 square kilometres mostly 
in the Hughes Creek Catchment and was taken up in 1838 just 4 years 

after permanent European Settlement began in Victoria.   
Other large leases in the catchment included Tarcombe, Rocky Passes 

and Habbies Howe.  Areas of forest were cleared by ringbarking, tracks 
formed and hard hoofed sheep introduced.  The resource ‘Landcare 

Strategy for the Hughes Creek Catchment’ gathered their information 
from a comprehensive survey of the farmers in the area. With 32% of 
landholders covering over 50% of the productive land contributing. 

Over the next few weeks I will outline some of the strategies included in 
this document and where we are sitting now, 22 years on. 

                                                       By Mel Bronca—Facilitator, HCCC Landcare 

mailto:hughes.creek1@gmail.com


 

KOPANICA PASTORAL  

EXCAVATIONS 

PH. 0357 904 235 

MOB. 0429 804 235 

RABBIT RIPPING, DAMS, DRIVEWAYS  
GENERAL EARTHWORKS &  

MACHINERY HIRE 

Phone Ian on  

     : 0408990487 

          : 57904328 

Registered Electrical Contractor: 

License No. 16959 

 

  
 

FRANZ KLOFT  
MECHANICAL REPAIRS 

Repairs & service of  
vehicles 

Tyres, Windscreens, Brakes, 
Batteries, Exhausts,  

Wheel alignment,  
Automatic transmission 

Phone 5795 2910 
38 Railway Street, Euroa 

FREE QUOTES 

CF & HL HANDASYDE BUILDERS 

Established 1978 
NEW HOMES, EXTENSIONS, 

RENOVATIONS, DOMESTIC, RURAL 

ALL YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS. 

Registered Building Practitioner 

Call Colin for a quote 

Telephone: 0419 502 782 

 handasydebuilders@bigpond.com  

AG Fencing  &  
Contracting Services 

Grant Wheatley 

All fence constructions,  
Equipment maintenance & 

Pump repairs,  
Blasting Service 

 “Not sure if we do it?”  
Give us a call   

0407 028 122 

 Kopanica 

 Pastoral 

 Company P/L 
 Livestock, Water and                                                   

General Cartage 

 
We Will Cart Anything   

Phone   5790 4235  
Mobile     0447 775 247 

EDUCATION SPACE EDUCATION SPACE   

For HireFor Hire 

The Tablelands Community 
Centre at Ruffy 

 
Ideal for Meetings, Lectures or 

Arts & Crafts 

Very Reasonable Rates 

Contact Melissa Macdowall 

0404 833388 

MACSHAY   
Hay & Silage 

Contractors 

Rounds and Small Squares 

We also do Contract Slashing  

& General Freight Carriers 

 Frits  57969312 0438969318   

 John 57969267 0429861817 

Chris Sharman     
Energy Efficiency & Solar 

Energy Specialist  
Acme – Air Conditioning | 

Electrical | Solar  
M: 0418 551 301 |  

T: Office - 9785 7339 

E: chris@acmeair.com.au 

RRobertobert  

      HHamilton amilton   

            EEarthmovingarthmoving 
*Specialising in General earthmoving 
Erosion Control, Dams, Roadways, 
Clearing, Ripping, House/Shed sites  
* A range of small & large equipment 

            Contact Rob Hamilton  
                  0429 059602 

Donation from  

Supporters of the  

POWERFUL OWL 

All General Earthworks 
and Excavations 
• Dams, House and 
Shed Sites, Farm 
Tracks, Driveways, 
Tree Clearing, 
Fence Lines and 
Scrub Clearing, 
Erosion Control, 
Rabbit Ripping 
• Wide range of 
machines available 
Give us a go we won’t 

disappoint! 

Corner Stone DentalCorner Stone Dental  

Dr John Paul Lee Dr John Paul Lee   
BDS (Otago NZ) 

Orthodontics/Implants 
Cosmetic & General 

Dentistry 
Book an Appointment 

5792 20555792 2055  
72  Anzac Ave  

Seymour  

Kitchen Table CoachingKitchen Table Coaching  

*Overcome life's challenges 

*Use inner "core muscles" 

*Ask self challenging  

questions 

*Sample delicious food 

Your Coach  Maxien  

0401 320 7270401 320 727 

Caveat Rd,  Terip Terip. 
Open to the Public 
Entry by Donation 
Open Wed—Sun  

and Public Holidays 
10.00—4.00 pm 

Please phone to check if 
weather is inclement 

PH: 0412 251114 

Amelia Rise Donkeys 
at Hee Haw Farm 

mailto:chris@acmeair.com.au
tel:0401%20320%20727


 LOCAL GOINGS ON READERS’ WRITES 

Justice and Freedom 

I am trying to discover the primary 
values that underscore current  

political activity. 

The Prime Minister trying to bring 
together the Liberal Party factions, 

recently said, ‘the Liberal Party 
stands for freedom or nothing’. 

He would probably explain this fur-
ther in terms of free enterprise, free 

trade, free speech, freedom from 
regulations, freedom from govern-
ment interference, freedom from 

high taxation and free competition.   

There is however, a dark side to free-
dom.  Some use freedom as an  

excuse to exploit people (Uber did it 
during train emergency) and abuse 

the environment (some cotton farm-
ers steal water). Others avoid taxa-
tion (to rob you and me) and abuse 

those ‘who look different’.  Freedom 
does not produce equity and is not 

necessarily fair for everybody. 

There is another possible value that 
is not often expressed, namely 

‘justice’.  This includes social respon-
sibility, equality, equity, fairness, 

respect for the environment, care 
for those most vulnerable,  

cooperation and sharing resources. 

Though it is not always explicitly 
stated, there appears to be a strug-
gle between freedom and justice, as 

the paramount value that deter-
mines policy and action.  I confess to 
be rather sceptical when people go 

on and on about freedom.   
In many ways, it is a song sung 

mainly by the privileged. 

You cannot have true freedom with-
out real justice.  Justice is essential 
to freedom.  Freedom without jus-
tice is an illusion.  I do not regard 

myself as free when there are peo-
ple who are not free. How can we be 

free, when we neglect the most  
vulnerable in our society, neglect the 
stranger, reject the refugee, despise 

those who are different, abuse  
children and monopolise wealth? 

Are we a free or a just country?  
Sadly, we are neither. 

What do you think? 

Stuart Reid —Highlands 

Classifieds and Community Notices 

                                                                       

Why did the Tachyglossidae  

 (Echidnas) cross the road? 

....you mind your business  

& I’ll get on with mine ! 

Thanks to the very observant Peter Saglietti—Ruffy 



COMMUNITY “WHAT’S ON” CALENDAR  — JULY/AUGUST 2017 

Sunday 30thSunday 30th  

JulyJuly  

  

10:30am10:30am  

HIGHLANDS RAMBLERS HIGHLANDS RAMBLERS                                                                 meet at Highlands Hall 
Weather permitting, the next Highlands Ramblers Walk will be from Fassifern Road 
to Chisholm Road following Jacks Creek (or as the older folk say Fassifern Creek) and 
then on to Spaniaks Road.  Bring water and a carry lunch.  Those coming from the 
east  may choose to meet our convoy at Fassifern Road at 10.45am.   
                                                                                                         Contact Judy Reid 5796 9358  

Friday 4thFriday 4th  

AugustAugust  

Time TBATime TBA  

RUFFY COMMUNITY FORUM DINNER RUFFY COMMUNITY FORUM DINNER                                at the Ruffy Hall 
Here’s an opportunity for you to come together over dinner with other local  
people to contribute your ideas and suggestions about Ruffy’s future. 
More details will be available later in July. 

Saturday 12thSaturday 12th  

AugustAugust  

7:15 for 7:30pm7:15 for 7:30pm  

CHIZIA (Colossal Challenges,Quirky Quizzing,Terrific Trivia) CHIZIA (Colossal Challenges,Quirky Quizzing,Terrific Trivia) at Ruffy Hall 
BYO drinks and nibbles. Memorable Ruffy supper. Many unique prizes.  
Adults $10, pre-teens free. Bookings essential -                 Contact  Roger  0437 771 580  

Saturday 19thSaturday 19th  

AugustAugust  

9am9am——1pm1pm  

EUROA VILLAGE FARMERS MARKET EUROA VILLAGE FARMERS MARKET                       Rotary Park, Kirkland Ave., Euroa 
                                                 “Meet, Greet, Eat & Shop”   
                    A wonderful range of farm fresh produce from “local” producers.  
                                       Contact  Helen Brook 0456 723331 www.euroavillagefarmersmarket.org 

Thursday  27thThursday  27th  

JulyJuly  

5:30pm5:30pm  

SECRET MEN’S BUSINESS SECRET MEN’S BUSINESS Old Caveat Church, Caveat-Dropmore Rd, Caveat 

Come along and have a casual chat with other local blokes.    
BBQ Tea Provided (Gold Coin)   BYO Drinks 

Sunday 30thSunday 30th  

JulyJuly  

9am9am——1pm1pm  

NAGAMBIE FARMERS MARKET         NAGAMBIE FARMERS MARKET         on centre median strip High St Nagambie-
Experience a true accredited farmers’ market in the picturesque  
lakeside town of Nagambie.        Further details Contact  nagambiefarmersmarket.com.au 

Friday 11thFriday 11th  

AugustAugust  

7:30pm7:30pm  

HCCC LANDCARE                                   HCCC LANDCARE                                   at Tablelands Community Centre Ruffy 
Monthly Landcare meeting to discuss and promote essential and innovative  
environmental management issues that affect every landholder. All welcome 
                                                                                                      Contact Mel Bronca 0417 126975 

Saturday 23rdSaturday 23rd  

Sunday 24thSunday 24th  

SeptemberSeptember  

YEA GARDEN EXPO                                                 YEA GARDEN EXPO                                                 at the Yea Racecourse 

Everything from rare trees, plants & bulbs through garden tools, ornaments  &  
equipment to compost & soil.     Food, Drinks and Good Coffee will be available. 

INTERESTING  BUT  
USELESS FACT 

TODAY !! 

Nepal is the only country in the Nepal is the only country in the 

world who’s flag isn’t a square world who’s flag isn’t a square 

or a rectangle.or a rectangle.  

  TRADING PLACES  TRADING PLACES    
Good stuff for private sale  

or wanted by friendly locals 

FOR SALE 

TEFF   MULCH   

$35 per BALE$35 per BALE   

5790425157904251     

 

200  SPRINGS RD  

TERIP TERIP 

http://www.euroavillagefarmersmarket.org

