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Welcome, Wumindjika and G’day

to a new year — 2018, a new volume of The Granite News - #12 and a new editor - me,
Pauline Roberts.

I’d like to thank both Don Cook and Miranda Yorston for their excellent editorial skills
and most capable stewardship of this fantastic community newsletter over the last 11
years. | hope that | can continue to edit with the same élan and accuracy during my own
editorial tenure, as they have left big boots to fill.

Of course an editor, by definition, edits and collates articles, ads and announcements
rather than writes them from scratch, although | do believe that skill can be required, in
this position, at times too. However for TGN to be truly representative of and
informative for ALL the communities it serves I’d like to invite all of you — the TGN
community members - to submit letters to the editor, articles about current events or
stories about the local area for our readership to enjoy.

Every week over 550 households receive TGN by email with hard copies left at 5 loca-
tions throughout the area - | suspect there’s an awful lot of talent hiding down the far
end of wombat holes, or at the base of our granite tors or along dusty, country roads.
Please do not be shy. Take up your pens or tap away at your keyboards and share your

jottings with the rest of us. Send them to editor@tgn.org.au by each Thursday evening
for publication in the following week’s newsletter.

Finally, between the last Granite News of 2017 and this one Foxy, of Finding Foxy fame,
leapt off the page and was last seen streaking across the paddocks and revelling in his
new-found freedom. However as his contribution to TGN has proved so popular the

concept will continue. Meet Kenny Koala!

Although he looks like he’s still coming up from an excellent
New Year’s Eve party, as of the next issue, he will shrink and
hide within these 4 pages, just like Foxy and | would be
delighted to hear from those who find him each week.

Until next issue, stay cool and fire safe,

Feedback? - contact editor@tgn.org.au
or to subscribe on-line go to

www.highlands.org.au

In the long term the economy and the
environment are the same thing. If is
unenviromental it is uneconomical.

Mollie Beattie (first woman to head the US Fish &
Wildlife Service)

The Granite News is an open but
moderated community forum.
Readers are encouraged to
contribute articles and we also
encourage you to air your views
on things that interest or concern
you within our community.
We certainly welcome feedback
from you, positive or otherwise
on anything that is published in
The Granite News

Pauline

And the final Foxy | hear you cry....was RV Foxy—vrooom!

READERS WRITE

Dear Editor,

As a newly departed ‘Tablelander’, | would like to thank Don Cook for his years as TGN
Editor. Don’s commitment to reporting so many local events & stories of Tableland folk
was outstanding & continued the high standard of this regular newsletter. It kept us
informed of events both social, humorous and educational, of profiles of many local folk,
a great useful opinion forum and swap/buy facility. Thanks Don for your time, commit-
ment, and efforts with TGN.

Welcome & best wishes to Pauline as the new Editor.

Jill Davidson

Dear Editor,

Verena and | would like to take this occasion to thank Don for the great service he has
given to the Tablelands’ community over recent years in his role as Editor of The Granite
News. He has managed to combine the important community information with interest-
ing stories about events and people, written in an engaging and entertaining way.

His retirement from this demanding role is well earned, and we are sure there will be
other interesting activities to fill the space. It would be great if his writing talents could
find other outlets!

Erwin and Verena Weinmann - Ruffy

SELL IT—BUY IT
FIND IT—RENTIT

Whether you want to sell your
ute, clear out the shed,
disperse old farm equipment,
shift that left-over fencing,
find a tenant for your farm
cottage, find a new
employee, a house cleaner or
even ajob —

The “Trading Places”
column can help you.
These things and more have
been traded by Granite News
readers at no cost.
Simply email your advert to
editor@tgn.org.au

HCCC Landcare

is now on Facebook keep up with all of our activities
n www.facebook.com/HCCCLandcare

Month | Highlands | Ruffy
December 200 mm 187.5 mm
2017Total 816.5mm 862 mm
December 8 Days 7 Days
Rain Days



mailto:editor@tgn.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/HCCCLandcare/

Community Notices & Classifieds

COMMUNITY “WHAT’S ON” CALENDAR — January & February 2018

HIGHLANDS/CAVEAT RURAL FIRE BRIGADE

Highlands-Caveat RFB have a limited quantity of brand new Uniden Digital Scanners
(fire radios) UBCD436-PT that are surplus to their requirements.

Excellent value at just $180 each.  Ring 0427 529551 to reserve yours.

Sunday 4th | CFA Workshop for all Tablelands Fire Brigades @ Ruffy Community Centre

February all Tablelands CFA brigades and local residents are invited to attend this workshop. A
11am guest speaker will present "Preparing your bushfire plan and other fire safety matters"
Sunday Feb 4th, 11am - 12.30pm Enquiries? - Felicity Sloman 0413 483 450 All Welcome
Wednesday 7th | RUFFY COMMUNITY ACTION GROUP (RCAG) MEETING

February Tablelands Community Centre Ruffy—all welcome , come along and contribute to your
7-45pm community. Enquiries? - Felicity Sloman 0413 483 450

Friday 9th | DRINKS ON THE DECK at Highlands Community Hall
February Starts at 6.30pm bring food to share for a meal together and catch up with friends old
6.30 pm and new. All welcome, especially new faces. Gold coin donation to cover power.

Contact Judy 5796 9247

Monday 12th

Highlands Spinning Club

February After a holiday break the Highlands Spinning Club will resume for their first get together
1Mam in 2018 at the same place—450 Caveat-Dropmore Rd, the same time 11am and with the
same good company! BYO lunch and great tea & coffee will be provided. (1\/[
Enquiries? - contact Jan 57904361
Saturday 17th | Come along and have a Tealy Good Time !
Februa
g February is Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month and to assist OC research a fundraising
S afternoon tea(l) will be held at the Y Water Discovery Centre in Yea from 2-4pm. Great
food, live music and the chance to purchase some excellent auction items ensure a fun
afternoon for a good cause. RSVP for catering by Feb. 12th to Pauline 0427 529551
Last Friday of | MASSAGE THERAPIST - Kristy Adams
the month . L . . .
will be visiting the Ruffy Community Centre once a month for remedial massage sessions
commencing on Friday 23rd February. Treatments commence at 10am. For further
details and to book a session contact Kristy on 0409 999957.
Saturday 24th | RuffArtz—2018 Cafe Culture Series have a NEW website & a special offer
Februa
v With a brand new program for 2018 why not invest in some great culture and a special
7:30 for 8pm | deal—buy a season ticket and get 4 shows for the price of 3—$25 a show or 4 for $75!
start Commencing with a Salute to the 1940s with Pacific Belles. Tickets available - 0419561386
RufffrtZ or ruffartztickets@gmail.com...and check out the new website - www.ruffartz.com.au

| aaa

CFA

CFA ROSTERS
Highlands/Caveat Radio Sched & Drive—Callum Lawson & Jo Welch—Sun 28/2 @ 8.15am




Youth of Strathbogie strut their stuff at Showcase

Evolve Youth Committee finished the year with a bang, celebrating their annual Showcase Event on
Wednesday 13 December. The Showcase was an opportunity for the group to present to Council and the local

community about their achievements for the year.

Mayor Amanda McClaren and Councillor Deb Swan were in attendance, as well as a number of partnership
representatives, family, friends and members of the public. Mayor Amanda McClaren presented a certificate of
appreciation to each committee member in acknowledgement of their hard work and dedication to the Shire's

youth and community.

“l am always so impressed with the amazing things that our
youth are doing,” she said. “Our young people are the future
of our communities and it is great to see this committee net-
working, developing new skills and getting involved in commu-
nity events,” Cr McClaren said.

The Committee are always looking for new members and wel-
come anyone aged 12 to 25 years who live, work or study in the
shire to join the group. The first meeting for 2018 will be held
on Monday 5 February at 4.30pm at the Evolve Building at
Council Offices in Bury Street, Euroa. If you would like to en-
quire about Evolve, please contact Milla Morris at Council on
5795 0000 or email info@strathbogie.vic.gov.au.

Murrindindi

A
Murrindindi

With the hot summer months upon us, Murrindindi Shire Council is Al
urging all residents to review their bushfire prevention and prepara-
tion plans.

Shire Counc

“At its final meeting in December 2017, Council reviewed its Policy which guides the ser-
vices Council will offer on Code Red days,” said Cr McAulay. “This policy aims to ensure
our staff, volunteers and members of the public are not exposed to undue risk on Code
Red Days if they’re conducting Council business or accessing our services.

“If a Code Red Day is announced, the CFA will urge people to enact their Bushfire Sur-
vival Plans and leave areas of high bushfire risk, either the night before, or early in the
morning.

“Council is likely to operate with altered or reduced service levels if a Code Red Day is
declared. We are talking about very dangerous weather conditions that pose extreme
risk to life and property should a fire start,” she said.

Code Red days are generally confirmed by BOM before and may be predicted up to four
days in advance.

In the event of a Code Red Day being declared, Council will update information regard-
ing any changes to service on its website at www.murrindindi.vic.gov.au and on its FB

Highlands to join the 21stC communication revolution soon......

Murrindindi Shire residents are starting to see the results of Council’s advocacy for im-

proved mobile phone service coverage in local “black spot” areas. “Council has advo-
cated very strongly for these improvements over the past few years, together with the
Federal Member for Indi, Cathy McGowan,” said Mayor Charlie Bisset. “We’re looking
forward to the Yea and Killingworth towers being operational in the first quarter of the

The Shelter Shed Shop @ Tablelands Community Centre at Ruffy
** Bric a Brac & Book Exchange**

Open weekends and Public holidays Sellers and volunteers most welcome
with profits supporting the Tablelands Community Centre . If you are able to
assist with staffing , for up to 4 hours, on a weekend please contact Fiona 0427

690 970 or Felicity 0413 483 450

65th Jayco Herald Sun Tour is
coming to a place near you!

Murrindindi Shire Council is urging resi-
dents to be prepared for changed road
conditions during the iconic Australian
cycling competition, the 65th Jayco
Herald Sun Tour, which will travel
through our Shire over two of its four
stages.

Murrindindi Shire Council’s Mayor Charlie
Bisset said planning is well underway as
the Shire gets ready to welcome hun-
dreds of elite local and international
riders and the thousands of spectators
these events bring to our region.

“We’re absolutely thrilled to be hosting
two stages of this event and we want
our residents to have plenty of time to
prepare for the changed road conditions,
enabling them to plan ahead and factor
them in to their own travel plans,” Cr
Bisset said.

“Temporary changes to traffic conditions
and vehicle access will be in place on
Saturday 3 February in the Highlands,
Dropmore , Caveat and Ruffy areas to
ensure the cyclists’, spectators’ and our
residents’ safety,” Cr Bisset said.

On Saturday 3 February Victoria Police
will be managing rolling road closures,
stopping traffic as the race passes along
the Seymour-Highlands Rd, Caveat-
Dropmore Rd, Springs Rd, Top Rd and
the Yarck Rd. It is expected that cyclists
will arrive about 1pm on the roads listed
above and the roads will be closed for
approximately 30 mins. So plan your
egress accordingly.



tel:0427%20690%20970
tel:0427%20690%20970
tel:0413%20483%20450
http://www.murrindindi.vic.gov.au

HO\bbiES Howe KOPANICA PASTORAL

Beef

Mature Well Hung tion

EXCAVATIONS

Preven-
Notices

CF & HL HANDASYDE BUILDERS
Established 1978

and Available and —L fines NEW HOMES, EXTENSIONS,
Gary’s Meat Prahan [ con- RENOVATIONS, DOMESTIC, RURAL
Moarkek PH. 0357 904 235 ALL YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS.
Berbies o F Richmond MoB. 0429 804 235 Registered Building Practitioner
and Sk Helena RABBIT RIPPING, DAMS, DRIVEWAYS SUSAN & F R KR Call Colin for a quote
www.habbieshowe.com.au GEN'EAR:C'-HE\‘AET:{TYH:’IC;EKS & 0421 40 C 96 919 Telephone: 0419 502 782
—SFEUROA|  _rzwor  FP
PRINTERS MECHANICAL REPAIRS »
producestore I Repairs & service of I 2 T
‘www ruffy.com.au W thleS =
: ‘e do the lot! ve
open lunch fridays  |o e an o Geslgn single to full process colour’|  Tyres, Windscreens, Brakes,
dinner every photocopy business cards gaphic desipr ;
fri . A Batteries, Exhausts,
riday night brochures Large format printing order books . 0. 10
weekends & holidays |ty digital imaging invoice books Wheel alignment,
breakfast from 8.30am Yjhoiders envelopes ... andmore! Automatic transmission NA28 N O
lunch from 12 noon Phone 5795 2910 S
bookings a good idea 45-47 Railwa ee 03 38 Railway Street, Euroa
phone 5790 4387 0 J B FREE QUOTES e e
_ Kopanica MACSHAY
AG Fencing & Pastoral Hay & Silage
Contracting Services Company P/L TR sl | po ffi”owe, %GE'
Grant Wheatley ; Rounds and Small Squares ulet @-.
. Livestock, Water and q pleted dutingalaeyear.”
All fence constructions, General Cartage We also do Contract Slashing e
Ea UIp?E nmtpmre;g&tlﬁr;ance & & General Freight Carriers : 57904328
Blasting Serviée We Will CartAnything .
“Not sure if we do it?” Phone 5790 4235 Frits 57969312 0438969318 Registered Electrical Contractor:

Give us a call Mobile 0447 775 247 John 57969267 0429861817 License No. 16959

Robert EOUCATION SPACE AB Home, Garden &
Hamilton ‘. The Tablelands Community PI‘OpEl'tY SQI'VIC(’.S

Centre at Ruffy
Earthmoving For regular help or one-off
*specialising in General earthmoving || !d€al for Meetings, Lectures or LAW S o N projects like painting,
Arts & Crafts tiling, carpentry, gardening,

Erosion Control, Dams, Roadways,

Clearing, Ripping, House/Shed sites General earthworks & hole boring .
*A rangge ofpspmagl & large equipment Very Reasonable Rates Diesel repairs & servicing fence repairs, and more...
c Rob Harmil Contact Melissa Macdowall Sh':e;al fabrtlcattion &&weldlmziI call Andrew on
ontact Ro amilton ed construction & removal
S4B T7]1231
lawsonbluetop@gmail.com
Donation from \ 2. 3 Corner Stone Dental
Supporters of the ﬁ, f\ Chris Sharman Dr John Paul Lee
POWERFUL OWL -\ Energy Efficiency & Solar En- BDS (Otago NZ)
ROVERS ergy Specialist Orthoc.:lontlcs/Implants
MAFEKING ROVER PARK Acme — Air Conditioning | Cosmetic & General Den-
Camping, Cabins, Multi-Purpose Electrical tlstr‘y-
Hall & Picnic Shelter, Abseiling, M: 0418 551 301 | Book an Appointment
Archery, Bush Walks, BMX Track, T: Office - 9785 7339 5792 2055
9 Hole Golf Course & Much more! E: 72 Anzac Ave
Bookings: 039111 0030 \ Seymour
Site Phone: 03 5797 6351 AC“{'E‘Z
www.mafekingroverpark.com| IRGERRED. . <
Kitchen Table Coachin 1
: g Amelia Rise Donkeys 0 A HAMILL All General Earthworks
*Overcome life's challenges - at Hee Haw Farm PLUMBING & GAS ™ and Excavations
-& « Dams, House and
*Use inner "core muscles" Caveat Rd, Terip Terip. ?P:;’kf“éﬁv;i;”;s
Open to the Public i oari '
*Ask self challenging P ; Rural Plur_nbmg Tree Clearing,
. Entry by Donation Fence Lines and
questions Open Wed—Sun Renovations Scrub Clearing,
. . H Erosion Control
x e and Public Holidays Maintenance Rl
Sample delicious food 10.00—4.00 pm New Buildings * Wide range of
0401 320727 Ph: 0422191807 disappoint!

PH: 0412 251114 Licence: 106798 I




