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Welcome, Wumindjika and G’day 

Another week has gone the way of the dodo and still no rain of any 
note, let’s hope that autumn’s rains decide to make an appearance 
soon, as there are only 24 days, technically, until winter. And autumn in 
May always reminds me that in a couple of weeks it will be time to chalk 
up yet another birthday but, as this one has a zero attached to it, it has 
prompted a spot of navel gazing and consternation as to where the last 
decade has gone and what one has actually done with it.                      
Definitely a scary thought and then I am reminded of one of my           
favourite quotes by  Mark Twain  -  “Twenty years from now you will be 
more disappointed by the things that you didn’t do, than by the ones 
you did do. So throw off the bowlines. Sail away from the safe harbour. 
Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore!   Dream!   Discover!”                                       
and I know that life is good.                                     Until next week,  Pauline  

And Kenny? — was contemplating joining Kylie’s Yoga class 

 

“War is God’s way of teaching 
Americans geography.”                  

Ambrose  Bierce    (US journalist) 

The Granite News is an open but 
moderated community forum.  

Readers are encouraged to  
contribute articles and we also  

encourage you to air your views 
on things that interest or concern 

you within our community.   
We certainly welcome feedback 
from you, positive or otherwise 
on anything that is published in  

The Granite News 

SELL IT—BUY IT  

 Feedback? - contact  editor@tgn.org.au 
or to subscribe on-line go to 

www.highlands.org.au  

 

Please note: Thursday evening is the deadline for inclusion in the following 
week’s TGN although this will depend on space and time constraints—thanks 

FOR SALE:           
Kelvinator Cyclic 
Defrost 375          
refrigerator, good 
working order. 
$80.  0408 969 236 

The time has come the walrus said, to talk of many things, of shoes and 
ships and sealing wax and CFA AGMs         (with apologies to Lewis Carroll) 

So far Terip Terip and Highlands CFA have scheduled their AGMs  -      
Friday 25th May and Wednesday 13th June respectively. Are there any 
other brigades out there with AGM dates already set? Let’s know please 

ANZAC Day at Terip Terip  -  a GREAT success                                                         
There were over 50 attendees who enjoyed an ANZAC Day Service 
which included a special tribute to Simpson and his donkey.  
John, of Amelia Rise donkeys was outstandingly dressed as "Simpson" 
and was accompanied by the very well behaved Angelique. 
While, Geoff Penny put together a great commemorative address and 
history of Simpson and his donkey, it was also 
a pleasure to have Mayor Charlotte Bisset of 
Murrindindi Shire attend the service once 
again and share the story of her family's      
history in war & what ANZAC Day means to 
her.  Donna and Helen McKenzie put together 
some beautiful wreaths, while Kendall       
Richards and Harry Rowan laid wreaths on 
behalf of the Murrindindi Shire and Local 
member Cindy McLeish. Following the service, 
the congregation walked over to the entrance 
of the Terip Terip Recreation Reserve to plant a Lone Pine,  purchased 
from the Australian War Memorial in Canberra. The Lone Pine was  
planted in memory of the men and women from the district who have 
served in war. Mayor Charlotte Bisset and President of the TTRR Robyn 
Richards unveiled the plaque next to the Lone Pine and we encourage    
everyone in the district to take time to visit this special memorial.                                
The day concluded with a BBQ lunch and the annual ANZAC Day bake 
off, with Deb of Amelia Rise Donkeys taking first prize, reigning champ 
Tim Andrews came in 2nd & Vanda Horne was placed 3rd. 

Month Highlands Ruffy 

April   33.8mm   21mm 

2018 Total   130mm 118mm  

April 
Rain Days 

5 Days 1 Day 

Your HCCC Landcare group is 
currently building a  

database  of weeds in the  
district. If you know of a  

roadside or property that has  
significant issues with  

Blackberries, Paterson’s Curse 
or any other weed of concern 

please contact  
Neil van Buuren.  

5796 9111 or 0417 503472 

hughes.creek1@gmail.com 
All info will remain anonymous  

mailto:hughes.creek1@gmail.com


Community Notices & Classifieds 

WOW!!     What a feast of culture, sport & entertainment ~ why would we want to live anywhere else?? 

COMMUNITY “WHAT’S ON” CALENDAR  — May & June 2018 

Tuesday 8th May      
7pm 

TERIP TERIP  -  Community Meeting                         Please note change of date!!                                              

To discuss future works around the Rec Reserve. Attendance by community would be greatly appreciated. 

Friday 11th May 

6.30 pm 

DRINKS ON THE DECK                                                                at Highlands Community Hall  
Starts at 6.30pm bring food to share for a meal together and catch up with friends old and new. All  welcome, 
especially new faces. Gold coin donation to cover power.                                                    57969247 & Contact Judy  

Monday 14th May            
11am 

HIGHLANDS SPINNING CLUB                                                                                                                                         
The Highlands Spinning Club will get together in 2018 at the same place—450 Caveat-Dropmore Rd, the same 
time 11am and with the same good company! BYO lunch and great tea & coffee will be provided. 
                                                                                                               Enquiries? - contact Jan  5790 4361 

Saturday 18th May   
6.45 for 7pm 

MURRINDINDI FILM SOCIETY                                                          at Council Chambers Yea  
1990 Canadian film The Company of Strangers. Directed by Cynthia Scott, this largely unscripted film concerns 
8 older ladies stranded in the wilderness when their bus breaks down.  

Saturday 19th May  
9am  -  2pm 

RIPARIAN WALK #5  -  BOATHOLES RUFFY          departing Hughes Creek bridge on Boathole Rd 
The 5th walk in a series to become better acquainted with local waterways. A beautiful walk with mainly   
gentle slopes that meander along Hughes Creek. 5-6kms long, moderate to hard, RSVPs are essential. 

Saturday 19th May   
7.30 for 8pm  

RUFFARTZ  -  CAFÉ CULTURE SERIES 2018                                     at Ruffy Community Hall 
Red Dress & the Sugar Man a knockout cabaret show intelligently constructed, written and wonderfully    
performed by Marisa Quigley. BYO drinks & nibbles. Tickets $25. Please book early to ensure your seat. An       
excellent evening’s entertainment ***** Bookings: Chrissy 0419 561386 or ruffartztickets@gmail.com  

Thursday 24th May  
7pm 

HUGHES CREEK CATCHMENT COLLABORATIVE  MEETING                                       

The next meeting will be held at the Caveat Church, commencing @ 7.00pm. All welcome.                                      

                                                                                                                                                Enquiries? - contact Justus 57904268             

Friday 25th May         
7.30 pm 

TERIP TERIP  RFB Bi-Annual GENERAL MEETING                          at Terip Terip Rec Reserve 

Saturday 26th  May 9-5 
& Sunday 27th  May     

10-4    

UFO WEEKEND @ HIGHLANDS  HALL                                                                           

Now in its 14th year this fun craft weekend (UFO = UnFinished Objects) is on again. See last TGN for details.                  

                                                                                                                                                          Contact Pauline 0427 529551 

Sunday 27th May    
10.30 am 

HIGHLANDS RAMBLERS                                                                                                  

A 10.30 departure from the Highlands Hall will commence the day’s walk.    Enquiries? - Andrew 0427 969297 

Thursday 31st May 
5.30pm 

SECRET MEN’S BUSINESS                                                                          at Caveat Church  

All people in the district are welcome, gold coin donation towards a BBQ, BYO and chat. 

Sat 2nd & Sun 3rd June 

10-4 ~ both days 

DARREN GILBERT’s OPEN STUDIO                                             2742 Highlands Rd, Highlands 

Darren’s studio, with his stunning, creative works is now open to the public on the first weekend each month. 
Quality art in the local community and not too far to travel to enjoy it. 

Sat 9th & Sun 10th June 
all day 

MUDBASH 2018  -  Rover Scouts                                                        at Mafeking Rover Park 
One of the highlights of the Rover Scout calendar for over 40 years. Come along and see all the amazing    
Mudbash vehicles and teams battle it out for another year in the Hill Climb, Tug-o-War and other events. 

Every Monday 

10 am 

YOGA AT RUFFY                                                               at Tablelands Community Centre Ruffy  

Yoga with Kylie Penny is in full swing.  All welcome! Equipment provided, $15 per class. (BYO water bottle) Any 
enquiries please call/SMS Kylie 0418899966 or email kyliepenny@gmail.com  

Last Friday of the 
month 

MASSAGE THERAPIST  - Kristy Adams                            at Tablelands Community Centre Ruffy                                                
Kristy Adams is visiting the Ruffy Community Centre once a month for remedial massage sessions.             
Treatments commence at 10am.  For further details, or to book a session, contact  Kristy on 0409 999957. 

mailto:kyliepenny@gmail.com


How we CAN stop platypuses drowning in Victoria?                       by Doug Gimesy & Josh Griffiths (VNPA) 

Further to last week’s article about our iconic platypuses tragically dying in yabby nets, read 
on for some suggestions and solutions to this environmental problem. 

So how do we prevent this? 

We’re sure that most people would be absolutely devastated to be responsible for the death of a single platypus. How 
terrible would it be to pull out a net with your kids and find a drowned platypus in it? Or two? So what to do? 

1. Owners/users to immediately stop using enclosed yabby traps and switch to the safer alternatives such as hoop or 

drop nets. 

2. Retailers acknowledge the problem, show some corporate responsibility, and simply stop selling enclosed yabby 

traps immediately. Wouldn’t it be great if they considered a product recall or implemented an in-store discount/swap out 
scheme for safer nets? 

3.     Legislation and regulations in Victoria to be changed so the sale, ownership and use of enclosed yabby nets in any 
waterway is prohibited. There are platypus friendly alternatives that are just as effective, such as hoop or drop nets.  

So what can you do? 

 Spread the word as many people are simply unaware of the regulations or about the risks that these nets pose, so 
please pass this information on. If you find any trap being used illegally, immediately report this to the relevant              
authorities. In Victoria you can call 13FISH any time of the day, or DELWP on 136186 during business hours. 

 Talk to those who sell these traps, If you go into a fishing/outdoor store, ask if they sell enclosed yabby traps, and if 
the answer is yes, explain the issue to them, and then ask them if they would consider de-stocking these nets. 

Engage with those who make policy. Contact your local or state politicians, and politely ask them to support a change in 
regulations which ban the sale, ownership and use of enclosed yabby traps, and explain why. A key minister responsible 
for both fisheries and animal welfare related regulations is Minister Jaala Pulford  -  jaala.pulford@parliament.vic.gov.au 
The Environment Minister is Lily D’Ambrosio  lily.d’ambrosio@parliament.vic.gov.au  Sign a petition at www.change.org. 

Report a sighting If you are ever lucky enough to see a platypus in the wild, please register the sighting using the          
platypusSPOT app available at www.platypusspot.org. The more we know about their distribution the better. 

What are we the VNPA (and others) doing? 

In Victoria, the Victorian Alliance for Platypus-Safe Yabby Traps has been established by concerned individuals and they 
are working hard with relevant government authorities and like-minded organisations to try and get the use of enclosed 
yabby traps in all waters banned, as well as raise awareness around the issue. They can be found on Facebook. 

At the end of the day, we have to ask ourselves, “Are a few yabbies worth causing the traumatic drowning death of one 
of our most iconic wildlife?” 

Yodel-lay-he-ho 

The Ramblers broadened their horizons on their last adventure by walking 
to Switzerland -  Switzerland in Victoria , that is. On a glorious autumn day, 

nine people rambled along river flats bounded by 
the wooded Switzerland Ranges to the north and 
the mighty Goulburn River to the south. Our     
leader, Andrew Shaw, kept us entertained with his 
many stories about the people and his adventures in the nearby area. Greg 
Smith read hand written historical notes concerning the Switzerland Station 
which were most interesting. Why not come along on the next one? May 27. 

“GET THE DIRT” PODCAST  series is now available 

The food eXchange is a passionate community group with a radio show, promoting local, ethical food. The food             
eXchange, auspiced by GV Food Coop, has created a series of podcasts about the latest approaches to soil management. 
“Get the Dirt” is aimed at providing farmers from all types of farming enterprises with the latest insights from soil         
experts. The key message is "Farmers are the stewards of the soil". The podcast series creator, Cynthia Lim, interviews 
experts in land management, organic farming, biodynamics and more. Ms Lim hopes “the series will continue to grow but 
for now you can learn about the Healthy Hectares program, farm water, soil assessments, erosion, stocking rates, organic 
farming and biodynamic farming.” The podcast series is specifically designed for new land holders, farmers and growers 
and offers information in an easy to listen to format. The website link is www.exchangefood.org/getthedirt  

https://www.change.org/p/minister-for-agriculture-hon-jaala-pulford-the-use-of-enclosed-yabby-traps-in-victoria-certified-platypus-killers
http://www.platypusspot.org


KOPANICA PASTORAL  

EXCAVATIONS 

PH. 0357 904 235 

MOB. 0429 804 235 

RABBIT RIPPING, DAMS, DRIVEWAYS  
GENERAL EARTHWORKS &  

MACHINERY HIRE 

Phone Ian on  

     : 0408990487 

          : 57904328 

Registered Electrical Contractor: 

License No. 16959 

 

 

 

 

  

 

FRANZ KLOFT  
MECHANICAL REPAIRS 

Repairs & service of  
vehicles 

Tyres, Windscreens, Brakes, 
Batteries, Exhausts,  

Wheel alignment,  
Automatic transmission 

Phone 5795 2910 
38 Railway Street, Euroa 

FREE QUOTES 

CF & HL HANDASYDE BUILDERS 

Established 1978 
NEW HOMES, EXTENSIONS, 

RENOVATIONS, DOMESTIC, RURAL 

ALL YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS. 

Registered Building Practitioner 

Call Colin for a quote 

Telephone: 0419 502 782 

AG Fencing  &  
Contracting Services 

Grant Wheatley 

All fence constructions,  
Equipment maintenance & 

Pump repairs,  
Blasting Service 

 “Not sure if we do it?”  
Give us a call   

 Kopanica 

 Pastoral 

 Company P/L 
 Livestock, Water and                                                   

General Cartage 
 

We Will Cart Anything   

Phone   5790 4235  

Mobile     0447 775 247 

EDUCATION SPACE  

For Hire 

The Tablelands Community 
Centre at Ruffy 

 
Ideal for Meetings, Lectures or 

Arts & Crafts 

Very Reasonable Rates 

Contact Melissa Macdowall 

0404 833388 

MACSHAY   
Hay & Silage 

Contractors 

Rounds and Small Squares 

We also do Contract Slashing  

& General Freight Carriers 

 

 John 57969267 0429861817 

Chris Sharman     
Energy Efficiency & Solar En-

ergy Specialist  
Acme – Air Conditioning | 

Electrical | Solar  
M: 0418 551 301 |  

T: Office - 9785 7339 

E: chris@acmeair.com.au 

IT Professional in the      
Highlands 

Can help with all problems with 
your mobile phone, I Pad,  box 
computer or any 
email issues     

Happy to travel 

John Campbell 
0478221311 

Donation from  

Supporters of the  

LACE MONITOR 

Kitchen Table Coaching 

*Overcome life's challenges 

*Use inner "core muscles" 

*Ask self challenging  

questions 

*Sample delicious food 

Your Coach  Maxien  

0401 320727  

Caveat Rd,  Terip Terip. 
Open to the Public 
Entry by Donation 

Opening Hours are by 
   APPOINTMENT ONLY 

Please phone to check if the 
weather is inclement 

PH: 0412 251114 

Amelia Rise       
Donkeys 

at Hee Haw Farm 

 

Reserved 

for 

Seymour 

Equine 

 

Reserved 

for 

KellBell 

 

 

  

 

  

 

ROGAINING 

mailto:chris@acmeair.com.au

