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Welcome, Wumindjika and G’day 

Well the TGN gremlins have struck again. Not only have several people 
contacted me in the last week to let me know that they didn’t receive 
last week’s issue, but there also appears to be a problem with emails 
bouncing back from the editor@tgn.org.au mailbox. I’m afraid that I 
have no idea why this is so and the website guru is on to it, but nothing 
has been resolved quite yet. In the meantime if you know of someone 
who has missed out on this week’s TGN please get them to contact me 
at pdphroberts@gmail.com & I’ll email a copy. Until next week, Pauline                                                                                                                      
And Kenny?  -  was right up there between letterhead and issue number. 

“Handmade presents are scary 
because they reveal that you 
have too much spare time.” 
Doug Copeland  -  Canadian     
novelist & artist  (1961 …..) 

The Granite News is an open but 
moderated community forum.  

Readers are encouraged to  
contribute articles and we also  

encourage you to air your views 
on things that interest or concern 

you within our community.   
We certainly welcome feedback 
from you, positive or otherwise 
on anything that is published in  

The Granite News 

SELL IT—BUY IT  

 Feedback? - contact  editor@tgn.org.au 
or to subscribe on-line go to 

www.highlands.org.au  

WANTED  -  more bees, would 
you believe?  

Janine would like to acquire a 
hive  -  ring 0409 013344 if you 

have one that needs a new home 

WEBSITE of the WEEK 

 
www.sustainabilityvictoria.vic.gov.au 

This website is a one-stop shop 
for all things sustainable from 

saving energy to solar power to 
waste and recycling. 

 

Aluminium Tank for sale      
3,000 litres       $1,100                  
Alistair 0429 969276 

For Sale 

   Rebecca Rocks!!  

A couple of months ago Michael Kopanica went out to do an excavation 
job on a farm at Longwood, and was so impressed by the co-manager’s 
trailer backing abilities and forthright, direct manner that he offered her a 
job. On the spot!  23 year old Rebecca Threlfall has been working with  
Kopanica Excavations ever since and is just loving the challenges that her 
new job presents. She is quite a unique person who, as well as working for 
Michael 2 days a week, co-manages the family farm and does part-time 
modelling with local Karen Mitzi and her vintage clothing label. And for a 
bit a of recreation she is also a talented actor who has performed over the 
last 8-9 years with 6 local theatre companies extending from Broadford to 
Shepparton and everywhere in between. She has just wrapped up the 
part of Cha Cha in the Seymour Performers’ Workshop production of 
“Grease” but can also list Dorothy in “The Wizard of Oz” and her favourite 
part Jeannie Muldoon in “Nice Work If You Can Get It” on her CV as well.     
Michael is pretty impressed with his new employee who is not only        
developing all manner of skills with alacrity, but has a natural “feel” for 
the co-ordination necessary to get the jobs done. Rebecca for her part is 
thoroughly enjoying “corrupting the boys” (her words not mine) as well 
as doing a variety of jobs from laying water pipes to pulling down sheds to 
putting in tracks on farms. Every day is different. Her favourite vehicle is 
the Little Red Truck, because it has “personality”, just like Rebecca        
herself. It is so exciting to see a very capable, young woman starting to 

make her mark in 
a traditional 
men’s world. Not 
only that, but to 
see how her male          
co-workers    
heartily approve 
of their new team 
member and   
although she is 
“one of the boys” 
treat her with 
courtesy &       
respect. Rock on 
Rebecca!! 

HCCC News 

Month Highlands Ruffy 

November   56.1 mm   mm 

2018 Total   563.48 mm mm  

November 
Rain Days 

109 Days Days 



Community Notices & Classifieds 

Please note: Thursday evening is the deadline for inclusion in the following 
week’s TGN although this will depend on space and time constraints—thanks 

WOW!!     What a feast of culture, sport & entertainment ~ why would we want to live anywhere else?? 

COMMUNITY “WHAT’S ON” CALENDAR  — December & January 

Tuesday 4th December  
@ 7.30pm 

RUFFARTZ  AGM                                                                                               at Ruffy Hall 
All welcome! New members of committee most welcome to fill vacancies.                         Enquiries? 0448 978432                                       

Wednesday 5th Dec.     
@ 7.30 sharp  -  9pm 

SWING DANCE CLASSES                                                                                   at Ruffy Hall 
The swinging dancers are at it again with another series of classes, come along and join in the fun bopping 
away to the music of Glenn Miller and his friends.                                                              Enquiries?  -  Ray 0467 951559                                                      

Saturday 8th December   
@ 6.30pm 

RUFFY COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS PARTY                        at Tablelands Community Centre Ruffy                         
This traditional celebration gets underway at 6.30pm and will see the lighting of the Christmas Tree as well as 
Santa’s visit happening on the night. See wee article on p.3 and attachment for further details.                                  

Monday 10th December 
@ 11 am 

               PARTY!! 

HIGHLANDS SPINNING CLUB                                                                                                                                         
The Highlands Spinning Club will get together in 2018 at the same place—450 Caveat-Dropmore Rd, the same 
time 11am and with the same good company! This is our Christmas break-up, so please bring a plate or bowl of 
something to share.                                                                                                                                                                                                   
.                                                                                                                                                  Enquiries? - contact Jan  5790 4361                                               

Friday 14th December No Drinks on the Deck for December, but the weekly party returns on Friday 11th       
January, same bat time, same bat place  -  be there! 

Sunday 16th December The LAST Granite News for 2018! 

 NO BLACK MARKET  in December  -  back in 2019 on January 26th  - see below                                                      

Saturday 23rd  Dec .      
@ 2pm 

RUFFY STORE PRESENTS VICTORIANA GAYE                                        at The Ruffy Store 
The delightful duo, Victoriana Gaye, will be back at the store on Saturday 23rd December @ 2pm. A unique 
blend of folk/pop/jazz and it’s FREE!  Contact Helen for more details, including lunch bookings 57904387. 

 * * Best wishes for a peaceful, happy and relaxing Festive Season celebrating the 
joys and milestones of 2018 with family and friends. May Peace on Earth & Goodwill 
to All become a reality in 2019 * * 

Saturday 12th January 
10am start 

TERIP TERIP ANNUAL TENNIS TOURNAMENT                             at Terip Terip Tennis Courts 

For more details contact Cindy 0429 772 011 or Frances 0427 904 262 

Sunday 20th January The RETURN of Granite News for 2019!   Don’t forget to send in your articles, ads &        

attachments in advance for inclusion in TGN Volume 13 Issue 1 to    editor@tgn.org.au 

Saturday 26th January       
@ 10 -  12 

HIGHLANDS BLACK MARKET                                                              at 94 Old Highlands Rd 
Bring along your excess produce, buy local and learn from each other.                        Enquiries? -  Candi 57969366 
Please note NEW Summer times!!                                                

Every second      
Wednesday               
10.30-12.30 

MURRINDINDI MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE                                 at Highlands Community Hall 
The Mobile Library visits the TGN area, based at the Highlands Hall every fortnight -  Dec 5th & 19th                                                                                                          
Don’t forget the cake and coffee a bargain @ $4! 

Every Monday 

10 am 

YOGA AT RUFFY                                                               at Tablelands Community Centre Ruffy 
Yoga with Kylie Penny is in full swing.  All welcome! Equipment provided, $15 per class. (BYO water bottle) Any 
enquiries please call/SMS Kylie 0418899966 or email kyliepenny@gmail.com  

mailto:kyliepenny@gmail.com


Highlands Ramblers 

On November 25th 11 people joined Andrew   
Shaw on a walk to Jack’s Creek Falls where we 
enjoyed lunch and we imagined what the falls 
would look like after heavy rain. We then slowly 
climbed the hill and were startled when a large 
deer came crashing through the bush narrowly 
missing us. We thank Andrew for taking us on 

wonderful walks of       
discovery in 2018 and look 
forward to more great 
ones in 2019. The first one 
will be on March 31st. For 
more information closer 
to the time contact       
Andrew on 0427 969297  
or 
ajshaw577@hotmail.com 

Save the Date  -  Saturday 12th January 

Fancy yourself the next Rodger Federer or one of 
the Williams’ sisters? Well brush up your forehand, 
drop volley and on court antics and you’ll have an 
excellent time at the annual TTTT   
Terip Terip Tennis Tournament. 
Saturday, January 12, 2019 

Details in coming issues or call 
Cindy  0429 772 011 

You’ve got to be in it to win it!! 

If you can see smoke or fire, then driving is extremely dangerous. Thick smoke makes it 
hard to see, making traffic jams and collisions more likely. Keep road clear for emergency 
services. 

Ruffy Christmas Party THIS Sat.    

Santa is coming and can’t wait to meet all 
the Ruffy children. The party starts at 
6.30pm with Santa arriving soon after. 
There is also a Jumping Castle to enjoy. So be there!!  
See attached flier for further details. 

The Bush  -  Don Watson 

The Bush is a multiple award winner, an absolute 
gem of a book and takes you right into the heart 
of the Australian psyche, or for those of us who 
live outside the urban areas, into our 
“backyards.” Watson covers all aspects of our   
beloved bush from the initial efforts to tame it 

under European                
occupation to the likes of       
Lawson and Paterson      
capturing it for posterity in 
print. The ravages of fire 
and flood and the              
impossibility of successful 
soldier settlements in the 
Mallee, Wimmera and 
South Australia. How        
salinity is making so many 

areas marginal for farming and the tall timbers 
are becoming woodchips. “The Bush is a           
milestone work of memoir, travel writing and   
history.” It would be a welcome addition to 
Christmas pillowcases everywhere. 

Highlands Celebrates in Style!! 

At least 109 adults plus a handful of children attended 
the annual Highlands Community Celebration. The 
evening started at 6.30pm and at approx. 12.30am 
the usual stayers, who shall remain nameless, finally 
left. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             
Catching up with not so old friends, Laura, Jess & Peter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              
Happy campers Trish, Nicole, Heather & Frits at 9.30pm 

Ruffy Store News                 

The delightful duo, Victoriana Gaye, will be back 
at the store on Saturday 23rd December @ 2pm. 
A unique blend of folk/pop/jazz and it’s FREE! 



Kopanica Pastoral  
Excavations 

Ph. 0357 904 235 
Mob. 0429 804 235 

Rabbit Ripping, Dams, Driveways  
General Earthworks &  

Machinery Hire 

Phone Ian on  

     : 0408990487 

          : 57904328 

Registered Electrical Contractor: 

License No. 16959 

 

 

 

 

  

 

FRANZ KLOFT  
MECHANICAL REPAIRS 

Repairs & service of  
vehicles 

Tyres, Windscreens, Brakes, 
Batteries, Exhausts,  

 

Wheel alignment,  
Automatic transmission 

Phone 5795 2910 

CF & HL HANDASYDE BUILDERS 

Established 1978 
NEW HOMES, EXTENSIONS, 

RENOVATIONS, DOMESTIC, RURAL 

ALL YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS. 

Registered Building Practitioner 

Call Colin for a quote 

Telephone: 0419 502 782 

AG Fencing  &  
Contracting Services 

Grant Wheatley 

All fence constructions,  
Equipment maintenance & 

Pump repairs,  
Blasting ServDueice 

 “Not sure if we do it?”  
Give us a call   

0407 028 122 

 Kopanica 

 Pastoral 

 Company P/L 
 Livestock, Water and                                                   

General Cartage 
 

We Will Cart Anything   

Phone   5790 4235  
Mobile     0447 775 247 

EDUCATION SPACE  
For Hire 

The Tablelands Community 
Centre at Ruffy 

 
Ideal for Meetings, Lectures or 

Arts & Crafts 

Very Reasonable Rates 
Contact Melissa Macdowall 

0404 833388 

 

MACSHAY   
Hay & Silage 

Contractors 

Rounds and Small Squares 

We also do Contract Slashing  

& General Freight Carriers 

 

 John 57969267 0429861817 

Chris Sharman     
Energy Efficiency & Solar En-

ergy Specialist  
Acme – Air Conditioning | 

Electrical | Solar  
M: 0418 551 301 |  

T: Office - 9785 7339 
E: chris@acmeair.com.au 

IT Professional in the      
Highlands 

Can help with all problems with 
your mobile phone, I Pad,  box 
computer or any 
email issues     

Happy to travel 

John Campbell 
0478221311 

Donation from  
Supporters of the  

LACE MONITOR 

 

Caveat Rd,  Terip Terip. 
Open to the Public 
Entry by Donation 

Opening Hours are by 

   APPOINTMENT ONLY 
Please phone 0412 251114 

for an appointment 

PH: 0412 251114 

Amelia Rise       
Donkeys 

at Hee Haw Farm 

Seymour Equine & 

Rural 
Supplying everything you need with 

products & expertise in                                                 
* Animal production 

* Pasture/Crop production 

* Fencing & livestock handling systems  

 Your ONE stop shop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

ROGAINING 

Due to repeat     
custom AB Services 
have cancelled their 
ad space - which is 

now available to hire          
Thanks Andrew for 

your support of TGN  

mailto:chris@acmeair.com.au

