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Know Your Weeds



Chilean Needle Grass - Nassella neesiana      

Chilean Needle Grass is a tussock grass growing to about 1m in height
with a loose flowering head to 40cm long. Flowers appear between
March and August, which is the ideal time to control this invasive weed
by either hand weeding or spot spraying with an appropriate herbicide.
The leaves are up to 30cm long and 5mm wide and can be hairless, flat
or slightly rolled.

The seeds are to be found in a raised crown consisting of a sheath with
a ridge of small teeth that encircles the base of the awn (the awn is a
long tail of seeds, that can be 60-90cms long). Each seed is 8-10mm
long, pale brown, warty and hairless. Stem seed is also produced at
swellings along the stem and the base of the leaves conceals these
seeds.

This weed is a Weed of National Significance as it invades native
grasslands and agricultural land and is difficult to selectively control. 

It is easily spread by slashing or mowing or
by cultivation as well as seed or plant pieces
being carried on equipment, vehicles or
machinery. Stock can eat the seeds and
spread them as can farm produce. 

As a perennial it lives for longer than a year.

For further information re eradication email -                                            .                                          
info@hccclandcare.net.au                             

Welcome, Wumindjika & G’day
Welcome this week to our newest supporters of the Granite News -
Zara Marais and Fearghus Wallis - Granite Hills Community Nursery.

Fearghus and I have launched a new project - we are building a not-
for-profit native plant nursery on our farm here in Highlands. We have
a long way to go but to start with, we have grown a selection of
advanced trees that are now ready for sale. Would it be possible for
you to please let the Granite News subscribers know about this?
https://www.granitehillsnursery.com.au/store for more information.

The Granite News will be taking its usual school 
holiday break and will be back in your email 
inboxes on Sunday 23rd April. Until then best 
wishes for a happy Easter, safe travel on the 
roads and maybe even a visit by the Easter Bilby!

Read on for another excellent issue, Pauline
And Kenny? Was on board the Ruffy CFA truck looking forward to the
Good Friday RCH fundraising celebrations.

"Dogs laugh with their tails."



Anon
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Feedback?    editor@tgn.org.au    
 or to subscribe on-line go to        

 www.highlands.org.au

The Granite News - serving the communities of Caveat, Highlands,
Hughes Creek, Ruffy, Tarcombe, Terip Terip & Whiteheads Creek.

The Granite News is an open but
moderated community forum. 

Readers are encouraged to 
contribute articles and we also 

encourage you to air your views on
things that interest or concern you within

our community.  
We certainly welcome feedback from you,
positive or otherwise on anything that is

published in 
The Granite News

Did you know?
Koala populations are down across

the region! So maybe it's time to take
advantage of autumnal rains and

plant some 'koala food' trees.

https://www.granitehillsnursery.com.au/store


NB: Fully
vaccinated

attendees are
appreciated at all

events.

What's On  - April 2023

Details?
See p.5

Friday 7th
April @ 12.30

RUFFY CFA - ROYAL CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL GOOD FRIDAY APPEAL                      
 Seafood luncheon and community fundraising event is on again! All welcome.

Fri 7th - Mon.
10th April 10-4

DARREN GILBERT'S OPEN STUDIO @ YEA BUTTER FACTORY                                  
 Open in April especially for Easter - 13 Rattray St, Yea - discover some stunning artwork!

Friday 14th
April @ 6.30

DRINKS on the DECK                                                        @ Highlands Community Hall
Starts @ 6.30pm, bring food to share and catch up with friends old and new. All welcome,
especially new faces. Gold coin donation to cover power.      Contact Paula 0419 551882

Friday 15th
April 12-2pm

HIGHLANDS BLACK MARKET                                                    @ 94 Old Highlands Rd
Bring along your excess produce, buy local & learn from each other. 
                                                                                            Enquiries? Clare 0428 969366

NB Date
changed

Monday 17th
April @ 11am

HIGHLANDS SPINNING CLUB                                                                                          
 The Highlands spinning Club will get together in 2023 at the same place - 450 Caveat-
Dropmore Rd, the same time 11am and with the same good company! BYO lunch and
great tea & coffee will be provided.                                            Enquiries? Jan 5790 4361     

Thursday 20th
April @ 7pm

HCCC MONTHLY MEETING                                                                   @ Highlands Hall
Everyone welcome - put the date on your diary now      Enquiries? Justus - 0427 524473

Details?
See p.4

Saturday 22nd
April 10-12

BIODIVERSITY is BACK!                                             @ Tablelands Community Centre
Due to popular demand this excellent session on biodiversity mapping is back - encore!

Monday 24th
April 3-4.30pm

VEGGIE PATCH CLUB                                                      @ 196 Buntings Hill Rd, Ruffy
Sharing garden knowledge and produce.                           Enquiries? Janet 0458 904268

Details?
See p.8

Saturday 29th
April @ 10am

POTTERY WORKSHOP                                               @ Tablelands Community Centre
Join in the fun of community tile making. BYO lunch, tea & coffee provided.

Sunday 30th
April @ 10am

HIGHLANDS RAMBLERS                                                                      @ Highlands Hall
Everyone is welcome to come rambling and discover our local district.                               
 Enquiries? Andrew 0437 249038  or  Robyn 0409 528235

Every Second
Wednesday   
 10-30-12.30

MURRINDINDI MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE                    at Highlands Community Hall
The Mobile Library visits the TGN area, based at the Highlands Hall every fortnight. Why
not pop in?      Forthcoming dates are April 5th & 19th and 3rd, 17th & 31st May.

Every Monday
@ 10am RUFFY QI GONG has recommenced - EVERY Monday - at 10.00am. 

Every Tuesday
8.45 - 9.45 am

CUSTOM YOGA is BACK with Ingrid                  at the Tablelands Community Centre
$20 per hour long class BYO mat and blanket    Enquiries? Ingrid ingstar.7@gmail.com



HCCC APRIL FOOL'S PICNIC - a GREAT day out for all !

Approximately 50 locals attended the lamb spit roast lunch, served with scrumptious
salads and Turkish bread, and followed by an array of desserts brought by the
participants.

The attendees were treated to a drone spraying demonstration by Sonia Gulec from
Drone Spraying Australia, and then a talk about weed spray chemicals for different
purposes by Cody Stewart from Weed Force.

Whilst the weather was cool, the rain stayed away and the fire in the spit and the wood
heater inside kept everyone comfortable at the beautiful Ruffy Recreation Reserve. It
was a wonderful community gathering in support of Landcare. Thank you to all who
attended.

                                                                                            Sue van Buuren









FREE  Concert in Seymour!
Go Seymour is hosting a FREE school holiday
concert by Formidable Vegetable Sound System at
the Seymour sound shell, Goulburn Park. Kids and
adults alike will enjoy a fantastic, fun and action
packed afternoon that will celebrate fruits and
vegetables. 

It’s harvest time in mid Autumn and the perfect time to
celebrate the abundance. Pack your own picnic and
drinks, walk or catch public transport to the event.
Buses will run from Avenel, Nagambie, Yea and
Puckapunyal, schedule to be advised, follow the
Facebook event for all the updates, find the QR code
on the poster. 

This will be a waste free event. Seymour Show will
have a kids' activity table to make your own scarecrow
in preparation for the Seymour Show. There will be
other community based stalls present.

Formidable Vegetable Sound System has a mission
to inspire local action for global issues and now find
themselves firmly planted in the fertile soils of the
growing regenerative movements worldwide. Their
latest album has just been released and their song "I
love carrots" has charted on AMRAP. Inspiring minds
young and old with songs about simple solutions for
living a good life, Formidable Vegetable are most at
home on the live stage, whether it be to heaving
crowds at Glastonbury Festival (where they’ve
performed several times) or school kids rocking out in
the playground. 

“Songs are some of our most powerful tools for
learning, remembering and sharing knowledge.   
 Music can be so much more than entertainment” -
Charlie Mgee, TEDx PERTH

This event is proudly supported by Go Seymour,
Rotary Club of Seymour, Seymour Health, BEAM
Mitchell Environment Group, the food exchange,
Seymour FM 103.9, Mitchell Shire Council, Seymour
Show, Our Place, Blue Tongue Berries and Healthy
Kids Mitchell. 

Like to hear FV?    https://youtu.be/ALFWprP399Q

Ruffy CFA Honour Board 
(1930 to present day)
A preview of the Honour Board text will be
available for comment at the Ruffy CFA Royal
Children's Hospital Appeal Luncheon on Friday
7th April from 12.30pm at the Ruffy Fire Shed.

FOR SALE
Very large Dutch Dresser located in
Highlands.
Size: Base 2.75 metres long & .508 metre
deep.
     Top  2.85 metres long approx.
     Total Height 2.4 metres approx. 

Very solid in perfect condition.         $675
Phone Gavin 0419 309431

  Free Firewood 
  

Highlands Road
    Fallen Trees and Limbs

     
   Ring 0412 805 872



  Don't Forget...  

The next meeting of the HCCC is on                      
 Thursday 20th April, 7pm at the Highlands Hall
Everyone is welcome to attend.

https://youtu.be/ALFWprP399Q


Goulburn Broken Regional Sustainable
Agriculture Project Presentation Forum.



Hear from farmers, Landcare and Industry groups

presenting the results of their projects conducted over
the last 4 years.



Projects have been funded through the From the

Ground Up project and include precision soil mapping
and grazing management, cover cropping,

regenerative grazing and much more.



When: Thursday 20th April 2023



Where: University of Melbourne,  Dookie Campus 
 Dookie - Nalinga Rd Mount Major /Dookie



Time: 9.30am to register with a 10am - 3.00pm.

Follow the signs to the Patrick Ryan Room



Goulburn Broken CMA are hosting a forum to hear
from farmers, Landcare and Industry groups

presenting the results of their projects conducted over
the last 4 years. Projects have been funded through

the From the Ground Up project and include precision
soil mapping and grazing management, cover

cropping, regenerative grazing and much more. 



Register Here to attend this forum





The Granite News is usually created on the lands of the Taungurung clans - First people of the Rivers and Mountains. 

We thank the Taungurung ancestors and elders who, for millennia, have cared for this country on which we now live, work, play
and grow. 
May the current generations of Taungurung, HCCC residents & landowners continue this important custodianship into the future.     

Donation from 
supporters of the

Eastern Small-eyed Snake

                                       
           Advanced Trees              

FOR SALE













https://www.granitehillsnursery
.com.au/store

https://www.granitehillsnursery.com.au/store

