
Many hands make light work



With Mudbash at Mafeking Park almost upon
us - and for the first time in 7 decades it will be

on the King's Birthday Weekend - the Highlands
Caveat CFA will once again be selling firewood
and rattling donation buckets, along with POS

squares, at the front gate.













If any community members who would like to
help out with this fundraising effort please

contact 



David - 0417 150115 for wood sales  OR
Pauline - 0408 246308 for gate fundraising



Thanks in advance for any offers of

assistance.

Welcome, Wumindjika & G’day
As the weather continues its relentless plunge into winter darkness
and colder temperatures please drive carefully on our wet and
slippery roads. There has been a swag of multiple fatalities on rural
roads across the state in recent weeks and as the police
commissioner on tonight's news pointed out these are not accidents
but collisions and perhaps could have been avoided. 

With so many of our local roads still damaged, as a result of last
October's floods, but yet to be repaired take extra care on these
greasy skidpans and pot-holed routes and watch out for increased
traffic on the King's Birthday weekend in June.

Read on for another excellent issue, Pauline
And Kenny? Was observing from the sight board at Bradman Oval

"Family is not an important thing.
It is everything."



Michael J. Fox

(1961 - )
Retired actor with Parkinson's
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The Granite News - serving the communities of Caveat, Highlands,
Hughes Creek, Ruffy, Tarcombe, Terip Terip & Whiteheads Creek.

The Granite News is an open but
moderated community forum. 

Readers are encouraged to 
contribute articles and we also 

encourage you to air your views on
things that interest or concern you within

our community.  
We certainly welcome feedback from you,
positive or otherwise on anything that is

published in 
The Granite News

George Kennedy
TGN readers please forgive me my
indulgence but - 28th May 2023 -
would have been my dad's 100th
birthday. He was much-loved and is
still missed and I find it incredible that
his life began 100 years ago today. Ed

Fancy a Cultural Weekend??
This coming weekend features not one but two excellent local
artists showcasing their talents and artwork. Why not discover
large canvasses or fine B&W drawings or metallic sculptures?
Dennis Spiteri - Hillcrest Gallery - 33 Old Highlands Rd
Darren Gilbert - Yea Butter Factory - 13 Rattray St, Yea.



NB: Fully
vaccinated

attendees are
appreciated at all

events.

What's On  - May & June 2023

Monday 29th
May 2-4pm

RUFFY VEGE PATCH CLUB                       @ Pip & Steven's 91 Boat Hole Road Ruffy
Sharing, ideas, knowledge and produce - NOTE new time Enquires? Janet 0458 904268

Fri. 2nd June
from 6pm

FIRST FRIDAY of the MONTH                                     @ Tablelands Community Centre  
It's time to put the FUN back into Friday nights!                                                          
                                                               Enquiries: 0427 690970 or tccruffy@gmail.com      

Sat 3rd - Sun
4th June 10-4

OPEN STUDIO - HILLCREST GALLERY                                     @ 33 Old Highlands Rd
Dennis Spiteri is proudly opening his studio and showcasing some of his recent works.       
                                                           Enquiries: 5796 9373 dennisspiteri@activ8.net.au

Sat 3rd - Sun
4th June 10-4

DARREN GILBERT'S OPEN STUDIO @ YEA BUTTER FACTORY                                    
Open first weekend each month - 13 Rattray St, Yea - discover some stunning artwork!

Details?
see p.3

Wed. 7th June  
5-7pm

HCCC - MEET, SNACK & CHAT                                                            @ Highlands Hall
First in a series of informal farming chats. All welcome.    vanessa@hccclandcare.net.au

Friday 9th
June 6.30pm

DRINKS on the DECK                                                                             @ Highlands Hall
Starts @ 6.30pm, bring food to share and catch up with friends old and new. All welcome,
especially new faces. Gold coin donation to cover power.      Contact Paula 0419 551882

Fri 9th - Mon
12th June

ROVER SCOUT SECTION MUDBASH @ MAFEKING PARK CAVEAT                          
 Open Day for the public - Sunday 11th June

NB NEW
day/date

Tuesday 13th
June @ 11am

HIGHLANDS SPINNING CLUB                                                                                       
 The Highlands Spinning Club will get together in 2023 at the same place - 450 Caveat -
Dropmore Rd, the same time 11am and with the same good company! BYO lunch and
great tea and coffee will be provided.                                        Enquiries? Jan 5790 4361

Every Second
Wednesday   
 10-30-12.30

MURRINDINDI MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE                    at Highlands Community Hall
The Mobile Library visits the TGN area, based at the Highlands Hall every fortnight. Why
not pop in?      Forthcoming dates are 31st May and 14th & 28th June.

2nd Tuesdays
10-noon

TABLELANDS KIDS PLAY GROUP                 @ Tablelands Community Centre, Ruffy   
All ages welcome - Nature play - Playground - Toys - Friends - June 6th & 20th

Every Monday
@ 10am RUFFY QI GONG has recommenced - EVERY Monday - at 10.00am. 

2nd & 4th
Sundays 

ST DAVID'S UNITING CHURCH - TERIP RUFFY                                                               
 2nd Sunday 11.15am Pastor Scott Leslie  / 4th Sunday 11am Morning tea & Study group

Every Tuesday
8.45 - 9.45 am

CUSTOM YOGA is BACK with Ingrid                  at the Tablelands Community Centre
$20 per hour long class BYO mat and blanket    Enquiries? Ingrid ingstar.7@gmail.com

Qi Gong is in recess until Monday 10th July



Farmers gathering 'Meet, Snack and Chat' - Soil Carbon, Deer
Control and Farming

From your HCCC Landcare Coordinator, Vanessa Malandrin

All farmers, landowners and land managers are invited for a gathering on Thursday 8th of June at
the Highlands Hall, from 5 pm to 7 pm.

We will bring food to share, but feel free to bring your favourite nibbles and drinks. 

This event is sponsored by HCCC Landcare, and launches our casual gatherings around a theme,
where farmers and locals can get together to chat about what matters most to them right now.

Landcare facilitators will help to get the conversation going by providing an update on our Soil
Carbon project and our plans to explore more in depth the topic of Soil Health (depending on
funding). 

Deer management is another topic that has been brought up 
by the community as very relevant and in need of attention. 
Our local expert in deer control - Michelle Hanslow - Senior
Project Officer for the Deer Control Program at DEECA (ex
DELWP) will be at the meeting to talk about the latest  
strategies and to answer your questions on this topic.

See you all there on Thursday the 8th of June at the 
Highlands Hall, from 5 pm to 7 pm.
Please RSVP to vanessa@hccclandcare.net.au for 
catering purposes.

This event is brought to you as part of our Soil Carbon project, and is funded by the Goulburn Broken CMA, From the
Ground Up program through funding from Australian Landcare and the Australian Government. 

Know Your Weeds
Hawthorn - Crataegus Monogyna
Regionally Controlled Weed

An erect deciduous, perennial shrub to 6m tall, Hawthorn bushes have
white, cream or pink flowers 8-13mm in diameter that are strongly
scented and occur in spring. They are to be found in clusters at the end
of small branches.

The plant also produces fruit - deep red berries in clusters - that are
about 8mm in diameter.

Leaves are green and vary from oval to triangular and are generally
coarsely serrated. Its bark is rough at the base and smoother further up.

This plant provides harbour for pest animals and diseases such as Fire
Blight and its seeds can be eaten or carried by birds and animals.

The optimum treatment  time is from Oct - Feb and this can be done by
spot spraying the foliage or cutting and 
painting the stump - both these require 
the application of an appropriate 
herbicide or by mechanical removal. 

For further information re 
eradication email -                                            .                                          
info@hccclandcare.net.au                             

Can you help?



Volunteers are still needed to cut
wood for Mudbash sales on 



Saturday 3rd June



Only a couple of hours work is

required to finish filling the shed.



If you can help contact 
David - 0417 150115 

david_webb1@bigpond.com 



Sellers of wood on the weekend
would also be appreciated.



Volunteers for tin rattlers are also
required over the King's Birthday

weekend to help raise much
needed funds for the CFA.



If you can help contact 
Pauline -  0408 246308 






Thanks in advance for any offers
of assistance.

mailto:vanessa@hccclandcare.net.au


Seymour Urban Landcare receives grant for project on Gliders

We’re delighted to announce that our project “Biolink Corridors for Gliders in Seymour” has been
funded by the Victorian Government (DEECA, ex DELWP) through the Environmental Volunteering New
Growth Project, and has received full support from the Mitchell Shire Council. 

Seymour Urban Landcare will collaborate with BEAM (Mitchell Environmental Group) and the Victorian
Biolinks Alliance to engage young people to learn more about gliders and to contribute to habitat
restoration. 

Many activities have already been planned: on the 9th June Chris Pocknee (Ecologist, Biolinks Alliance)
will deliver a talk on gliders at Seymour College, where VCAL students are already contributing to our
project by building nest boxes during their woodwork class, thanks to their teacher David Stute. 

On the 25th June there will be a planting day on Whiteheads Creek in Seymour, and in August we will
have spotlight walks along the creek, looking for gliders. In spring we will inspect 50 nest boxes that had
been installed as part of a previous project on gliders (available at this link), when direct seeding was done
along Lambing Gully Road to create a wildlife corridor. 

Anyone who might be interested is welcome to join us in this exciting project, just email
seymoururbanlandcare@gmail.com to find out more about it. Regular updates will be published on this
newsletter, so keep an eye out for the next activities coming up. 

Squirrel Glider (threatened species) photographed by Chris Pocknee near Heywood Hill in Seymour, 2022. 



WOOLLY WANDERINGS
I grew up surrounded by sheep, of course this was long before synthetics and our warm winter clothes were all
wool. My father learnt to knit as a child, and one winter - he had broken a bone in his foot and couldn't attend to
his usual farm operations - he knitted me a pair of socks! These I took to Dookie Agricultural College where I
spent a year of my Agricultural Science degree.

The college footie team's colours were navy blue and red socks with red tops. So I knitted red tops for my
father's socks - much admired by the students. An ex-serviceman, who had been part of a submarine crew in
WWII offered to swap his woollen, orange balaclava for my socks - to the great satisfaction of us both.

Then in the 1960s and 1970s I ran a business making sheepskin jackets. The inspiration for this came from a
Marcus Oldham student working for us for his prac year. He wanted something warm to wear on the tractor - no
such things as air-conditioned cabins in those days. So off I went to a tannery in Melbourne and our student was
delighted with the result. His brother wanted a similar jacket, followed by wives, girlfriends, etc.

I then discovered a tannery in New Zealand from where I imported beautiful skins - suede on the skin side, all
dyed in colours such as dark brown, yellow, beige, etc. Over nearly 20 years I made 4,000 jackets which were
sent all over the world - Antarctica to Alaska. Of course there were many offcuts and these I made into soft soled
slippers, mittens, hats, even cases for glasses. All sold before they hit the cupboards!

The Americans loved a natural product and some even sent out their measurements and the money, sight
unseen! I employed one local woman to help with the cutting out and acquired an industrial sewing machine as
well as an overlocker (for slippers, etc).

Then along came synthetics with a vengeance and as I was nearly 60, I decided it was time to retire. So I just
stopped. But what pleasure and social connections I made.

My son once came home from the Royal Melbourne Show and said, "Mum, there were 30 of your jackets round
the Hereford ring!!" One daughter, travelling in Scotland, stayed overnight with a young man and in the course of
conversation she mentioned the name 'Glentannar', our property in the Highlands. My business name was
Glentannar Homecrafts. "Just a minute," he said and produced one of my jackets with label attached! An old
school friend, ski-ing in Canada saw one of my jackets ski-ing down the slopes beside her!

And recently, to continue the woolly theme I found a 'spencer' (undergarment) with my mother's maiden name
attached. She was married in 1925 so this article is nearly 100 years old. And what a joy to wear under my
skivvy.

Now my son has developed extra super-fine wool, from which are made such things as raincoats, fine soft
material for fashion clothes, etc for the 21st century.

Peg Lade

NB: Although now resident in Yea, Peg grew up north of Glenburn and lived in Highlands on the
property 'Glentannar' for many decades. Sheep have obviously been a feature of her entire life. Ed.



PART TIME POSITION VACANT
Experienced person to assist run a beef cattle
operation 1-2 days per week. 

Would suit retired or part time farmer who is able to
work autonomously across all aspects of farm work. 

An interest in regenerative farming would be
advantageous but not essential. Highlands area. 

For more information contact Cam 0417357149.

Carbon Soil Workshop
Join RCS and Carbon Link for fresh discussions
on soil health and ultimately increasing productivity
and profitability. 
 
In this one-day workshop we cover the latest
practical ways to store more carbon in Australian
soils. We also explain in plain English everything
you need to know when considering a soil carbon
project.
 
Register here for just $25 (includes morning tea
and lunch).”

Open Studio - Hillcrest Gallery 
Dennis Spiteri will be having an open studio on the weekend of 

3rd and 4th June 2023 at his Hillcrest studio / gallery. 
Many of his recent works will be on display.



Opening times: 10am – 4pm
Telephone (03)57969373   

Email: dennisspiteri@activ8.net.au



Hillcrest Gallery 33 Old Highlands Road, Highlands, Victoria

Victorian Landcare News
The draft Landcare Plan for Victoria is now on
Landcare Victoria Inc.’s (LVI) website and is
available for review and comment.
Online Forum
Details:  LVI will introduce the draft Landcare Plan
for Victoria and answer questions from the
Landcare community and stakeholders.

Date: Thursday 1st June

Time: 6pm - 7pm

Register: via Eventbrite

Survey: provide feedback on draft Landcare Plan
for Victoria by completing the online survey,
available here.
Consultation period closes:  Monday 12th June.

https://www.rcsaustralia.com.au/improve-soil-health/
http://www.carbonlink.com.au/
https://events.rcsaustralia.com.au/en/5g5Ua2H7/g/SJKCmeaf65?search=&sortBy=date&category=&date=TODAY&keywords=type:Soil%2520or%2520Carbon%2520Workshop


If you can't make it to the HCCC's Meet, Chat, Snack session on June 8th, when
Michelle Hanslow is also talking about deer issues, maybe this date is an option.



The Granite News is usually created on the lands of the Taungurung clans - First people of the Rivers and Mountains. 

We thank the Taungurung ancestors and elders who, for millennia, have cared for this country on which we now live, work, play
and grow. 
May the current generations of Taungurung, HCCC residents & landowners continue this important custodianship into the future.     

Donation from 
supporters of the

Eastern Small-eyed Snake


