
Welcome, Wumindjika and G’day 

Although we’re currently experiencing weather associated with the La 
Nina phenomenon  -  lots of rain, potential flooding and further north,  
cyclones  -  this doesn’t necessarily mean that bushfires aren't going to 
occur this summer, they are, but perhaps not as frequently or ferociously 
as when there is an El Nino weather pattern which results in drought and   
higher than normal temperatures. 

Of course all that extra rain is going to result in a lot more growth, grass in 
particular is waving gently in the breeze at present and slashing this down 
to a safer height is probably a good activity during the weeks ahead. 

Last summer’s devastating bushfires, across Australia,  resulted in the   
following statistics that remind us, given the right conditions, bushfires 
can become uncontrollable firestorms  -   

                 3 billion animals killed                                                                                                   

               40 million hectares burnt 

               One fifth of Australia’s forests destroyed  

               33 lives lost   

               Over 4,000 people hospitalised due to poor air quality 

               Over 400 deaths as a result of smoke causing the poor air quality. 

The Victorian Government is starting an important safety campaign 
through various media channels with some confronting images, but also 
some excellent advice and information, see Website of the Week below. 

Until next issue, stay safe whilst going about everyday life, Pauline                            
And Kenny? Going home! to Ruffy Primary School, as a koala was the logo 
on the old school t-shirts & windcheaters. 

“You  can always count on           

Americans to do the right thing, 

after they’ve exhausted all other 

possibilities.” 

Winston Churchill (1874  -  1965) 

The Granite News is an open but 
moderated community forum.  

Readers are encouraged to  
contribute articles and we also  

encourage you to air your views 
on things that interest or concern 

you within our community.   
We certainly welcome feedback 
from you, positive or otherwise 
on anything that is published in  

The Granite News 

Feedback? - editor@tgn.org.au        

or to subscribe on-line go to         

www.highlands.org.au 

Let’s laugh                                        

HCCC Membership so far    

155  … and counting                                                                                                                 
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Website of the Week 

www.vic.gov.au/how-well-do-
you-know-fire 

Victorian Government’s        
website on all things bushfire. 
A very informative and useful 
resource. 

Anyone for a spot of Weeding? 

Hi Pauline,   
I was wondering if the HCCC  was interested in 
weed sightings. 
Last weekend I carefully dug up about 100 South 
African Weed Orchids (Disa bracteata) from my 
place in Whiteheads Creek 
Now is the time to do it..  Any later and they go to 
seed which can be disastrous and requires a special 
process to contain the spread.  
 
http://vro.agriculture.vic.gov.au/dpi/vro/
vrosite.nsf/pages/invasive_african_orchid 
 

The Nillumbik Shire has a great video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M3v4vCP1vL8 
 
Michael Silversen  -  Whiteheads Creek 

Please note: Thursday evening is the deadline for inclusion in the following 

week’s TGN although this will depend on space and time constraints—thanks 

http://vro.agriculture.vic.gov.au/dpi/vro/vrosite.nsf/pages/invasive_african_orchid
http://vro.agriculture.vic.gov.au/dpi/vro/vrosite.nsf/pages/invasive_african_orchid
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M3v4vCP1vL8


Community Notices & Classifieds 

CALENDAR of EVENTS  —  or something to look forward to... 

Sat 5th  & Sun 6th       

December  from   10-4 

DARREN GILBERT’s OPEN STUDIO                                    2742 Highlands Rd, Highlands 

Darren’s studio, with his creative works is now open on first weekend each month.  An inspirational  

environment where both art and sculpture come to life in a beautiful scenic countryside of Highlands.  

2nd Monday each month 

@ 11am 

HIGHLANDS SPINNING CLUB                                                                                                                                         

The Highlands Spinning Club will get together in 2019 at the same place—450 Caveat-Dropmore Rd, 

the same time 11am and with the same good company! BYO lunch and great tea & coffee will be        

provided.                               .                                                                                  Enquiries? - contact Jan  5790 4361                                               

2nd Wednesday each 

month @ 9.30am 

TERIP TERIP MORNING TEA                                                 at Terip Community Centre 
This enjoyable social event is open to all members of the community, come along, enjoy a cuppa, swap 
any books or home-grown produce and enjoy meeting others. 

2nd Friday each month 

@ 6.30pm 

DRINKS ON THE DECK                                                        at Highlands Community Hall  

Starts at 6.30pm bring food to share for a meal together and catch up with friends old and new. All  

welcome, especially new faces. Gold coin donation to cover power.                                                    

3rd Thursday or Friday 

each month 

HUGHES CREEK CATCHMENT COLLABORATIVE MEETING                         at ??????                         

The next meeting will be held in sometime in 2020 commencing at 7pm. All welcome.                                            

.                                                                                                                               Enquiries? - contact Justus 5790 4268                                               

Last Thursday each 

month @ 5.30pm 

SECRET MEN’S BUSINESS                                                                at Caveat Church 

All people in the district are welcome, pink note ($5) donation towards a BBQ, BYO and chat 

4th Saturday each 

month 10-12  0r  12-2 

HIGHLANDS BLACK MARKET                                                     at 94 Old Highlands Rd 

Bring along your excess produce, buy local and learn from each other.     Enquiries? -  Clare 0428 969366                                               

Every second         
Wednesday 10.30-12.30 

MURRINDINDI MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE                        at Highlands Community Hall 
The Mobile Library visits the TGN area, based at the Highlands Hall every fortnight. Why not pop in??                        
Please note the Mobile Library Service is temporarily suspended until further notice!! 

Every Monday 

@ 10 am 

QIGONG AT RUFFY                                                  at Tablelands Community Centre Ruffy 
Vivien Watmough looks forward to welcoming you to the benefits of this ancient well-being practice. 
For bookings and enquiries please call Vivien on 57953349 or email: vivienwatmough@gmail.com  

Every Thursday               
@ 7.30 (sharp) - 9pm 

SWING DANCE CLASSES  -  Free!                                        at Euroa Uniting Church Hall 
Swing dances feature the jazzy Big Band music of the 1930s and 40s, and they are definitely all about 
having fun!!                                                                                                                           Enquiries?  Ray 0467 951559 

Coronacast - all yours for free!                                                                                                            
In these times of instant social media and ‘fake news’ Coronacast is an accurate podcast that 
helps to answer your questions about coronavirus or COVID19. The latest news and research is  
broken down to help you understand how the world is living through an epidemic. 

Listen for free on  
ABC listen app, Apple Podcasts or Google Podcasts. 

 Working Bee THIS Sunday 15th November @ 9am 

There will be a much needed working bee to clean up around the 
Highlands Hall and CFA shed this coming Sunday. Lunch provided. 

• Whipper-snippers                             * Hedge trimmers 

• Pruning & Weeding                         * Trailers 

 

Terip Tennis Club 
Our courts are available for social use 

(following Covid rules). 
Social memberships are now available. 

Please contact Cindy Hayes 
for details 

 
0429 772 011 

Coronavirus 24hr Hotline      

1800 020 080                                                                                                                 

https://www.abc.net.au/radio/listen/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/coronacast/id1501500390
https://www.google.com/podcasts?feed=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWJjLm5ldC5hdS9yYWRpby9wcm9ncmFtcy9jb3JvbmFjYXN0L2ZlZWQvMTIwMTcyNDgvcG9kY2FzdC54bWw%3D


Tablelands Community Centre Tomato 
Challenge 

Get your tomato planting photos in-
to tccruffy@gmail.com Who is wearing the best hat? 
 
A few tips for planting your 
tomatoes 
Choose a good sunny       
position, dig in aged sheep 
or cow manure can be used 
or compost with a handful of 
blood and bone. 
Plant your tomato much 
deeper than the pot. Once 
planted sprinkle about 2  
tablespoons of Sulphate of 
potash around plant, 
Tomatoes don’t like wet 
leaves so water the ground 
not the plant give your tomatoes a long slow water once a 
week. 
When fruit first emerges sprinkle another 2 tablespoons of 
Sulphate of potash around plant. 
As your tomato grows remove leaves close to the ground. 
When your plant is tall and full of fruit sprinkle about a third 
of a handful of the Sulphate of potash around. 
Good luck and stay tuned for the next challenge. 
  
Still plenty of seedlings left so not too late to get involved 
in the fun 
Order your free seedlings at tccruffy@gmail.com or phone 
0427 690 970 

Important Message from the Hughes 
Creek Catchment Collaborative (HCCC)  

We need community support to control 
the spread of Blackberries 

Its summer and it is time to think about 
Blackberries.  

Please help us to get rid of this noxious 
weed 

With the wet spring and warmer months, the blackberries 
are growing in profusion. The problem can be worse along 
creeks and riverbanks. Large Blackberry infestation can 
harbour rabbit warrens with rabbits also being pest       
animals. 

The problem is awfully bad on Highlands Road up to      
Fernside Road next to the Buckland Creek. 

If you identify a problem area, please contact HCCC or the 
local shire for further action. 

HCCC is again subsiding the costs for chemicals for        
Blackberry spraying. Each landowner will be subsidised 
50% for the cost of the weedicide, and wetting agent. 

Contact Neil van Buuren with your requirements ASAP 
 
This subsidy is for all properties in the Hughes Creek   
Catchment which covers Whiteheads Creek, Highlands, 
Caveat, Terip, Ruffy and Tarcombe. 

HCCC also have a range for sprayers that can be hired for a 
small donation to Landcare. (This helps pay for the   
maintenance of the units) 

Contact Neil van Buuren for further information 

Phone: 0417 503 472 

Email:  hughes.creek.fac@gmail.com.au 

 

Blackberry (Rubus            

fruticosus) is a Weed of  

National  Significance.  It is 

regarded as one of the 

worst weeds in Australia 

because of its invasiveness, 

potential for spread, and 

economic & environmental 

impacts. 

Legislation 

Blackberry is declared noxious in all states and territories 

except the Northern Territory. Landowners are required 

to control it. Check with your local council or state/

territory government agency about its requirements for 

blackberry control.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If any readers know of any younger residents who 

fit the above criteria advise them of this opportunity 

The RuffArtz Committee wish to advise that the 2020 
AGM will be held at 7pm at the Ruffy Hall, Nolan's Rd 
Ruffy on Tuesday 17 November 2020. New committee 
members most welcome. Meeting will be held in a COVID-
safe environment. More info: ruffartztickets@gmail.com  

mailto:tccruffy@gmail.com
mailto:tccruffy@gmail.com
mailto:ruffartztickets@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi3v8aGuKTfAhVITn0KHadKCewQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.homedepot.com%2Fp%2FSweet-Berry-Selections-Black-Satin-Thornless-Blackberry-Fruit-Bearing-Potted-Plant


From Terror to Therapy Dog to Tour Guide 

The Granite News readership has long since broadened beyond the HCCC area and many readers will know of 
Ron Litjens from Flowerdale and Yea through his Focus on Fauna website. He is also a talented photographer 
with some of his stunning photos featuring in this year’s wildlife articles. (In my “day job” I am incredibly lucky 
to be able to work with Ron and Mac and thoroughly enjoy their company. Despite the second last sentence 
they are truly gentlemen—both of them.  Ed.) 

His reputation had been established well before we got to Yea four years ago – ‘Mac’, a Border Collie X, the ‘Terror of  
Raglan Street’. Mac was a well known figure in the west of town, turning over rubbish bins, dodging traffic on High Street 
and running away when approached. The loudspeakers at the local school often rang out ‘THAT dog is back’, as Mac         
attempted to steal lunches from the school bags hanging outside the classrooms. 

In December 2016 my wife was diagnosed with a disease that required radical surgery. At about the same time Mac’s   
owner decided that he could no longer look after him and asked a friend of ours to find him a new home. The day my wife 
came back from hospital we were presented with Mac, a lead, a bowl and a dog bed. Our  protests that we had never 
looked after a dog before was met with the response ‘Try it for a couple of days’. That’s all it took… 

The visit to the council to transfer the dog ownership was met with disbelief. I had just to mention the words ‘Mac from 
Yea’ and the council staff knew exactly whom we were looking to adopt. They showed us his rap sheet. It was impressive. 

Mac took to life at the Butter Factory like a duck to water. He was never far from our sides. No ball or stick was safe. He 
seemed to instinctively know when my wife had just had chemo. Maybe it was the smell of the chemicals but whatever it 
was he would spend days afterward resting his head or laying a paw on her. A gentle presence. His addition to our      
household at that time was nothing short of serendipitous. 

I spend a lot of time in the Yea Wetlands photographing things. It requires time and a lot of patience and I have a dog that, 
when I stop to photograph, and that could be for an hour or more, will just lay down 
and go to sleep. His presence on the many wetlands tours has earned him a            
custom-made, wetlands-branded dog coat and his own name badge. I don’t need to 
win over the tour participants. Mac does that for me. 

My wife passed away last year and with her she took a piece of Mac, or maybe I am 
just projecting. It took Mac months to stop looking for her and laying on her 
clothes. He has seemed to physically deteriorate quite quickly. At first he refused to 
go upstairs to our apartment on the first floor but now has got to the stage that he 
physically can’t go up the stairs. So we have set up an apartment to live in on the 
ground floor (you can do that in a building as big as the Butter Factory). 

Today Mac limps around the place. The arthritis is really setting in. I reckon he is 
now about 14 years old. He will still chase a ball or a stick. By day he sits at my side 
as I photograph Kingfishers in the wetlands. By night we still do our walks – two 
greying, grumpy old males prowling around the town late at night. Watch out Yea. 

Ron and Mac    

STRATHBOGIE SHIRE COUNCIL 
 UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE ALL MEETINGS CONDUCTED BY STRATHBOGIE SHIRE COUNCIL WILL BE CONDUCTED             
VIRTUALLY, AND LIVE STREAMED THROUGH OUR WEBSITE https://www.strathbogie.vic.gov.au  DUE TO THE SOCIAL 
DISTANCING RESTRICTIONS IMPOSED DURING TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC, MEETINGS ARE CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH ADVICE FROM THE STATE GOVERNMENT. 
  

STATUTORY MEETING OF STRATHBOGIE SHIRE COUNCIL                                                                                                                             
The Statutory Meeting of Strathbogie Shire Council is to be held, virtually, on Tuesday 17 November 2020 from 6.00 p.m.                        . 

This meeting will include: 
o   Swearing in of Councillors / Declaration of Office 
o   Election of Mayor for the forthcoming year 
o   Determination / Election of Deputy Mayor for the forthcoming year 
o   Fixing of the Annual Allowance for Councillors and Annual Allowance for the Mayor 
o   Provision of a Mayoral Motor Vehicle 
o   Council Meeting Timetable for Forthcoming Year 
o   Councillor Committees / Boards Representation – 2020/2021  

The meeting will be live streamed through Council's website:  www.strathbogie.vic.gv.au 
The agenda for this meeting will be available on Council's website by close of business the Friday prior to the meeting. 
Julie Salomon 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

http://www.strathbogie.vic.gov.au/
http://www.strathbogie.vic.gv.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

        FRANZ KLOFT  

  MECHANICAL REPAIRS 

Repairs & service of vehicles            

Tyres, Windscreens, Exhausts, 

Batteries, Wheel alignment,   

Brakes, Automatic transmission 

& we do  New car servicing 
Phone 5795 2910                       FREE 

38 Railway Street, Euroa      QUOTES 

CF & HL HANDASYDE BUILDERS 

Established 1978 

NEW HOMES, EXTENSIONS, 

RENOVATIONS, DOMESTIC, RURAL 

ALL YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS. 

Registered Building Practitioner 

Call Colin for a quote 

Telephone: 0419 502 782 

AG Fencing  &  
Contracting Services 

Grant Wheatley                   
All fence constructions,  

Equipment maintenance & Pump 
repairs, Blasting Service 

 “Not sure if we do it?”  
Give us a call   

0407 028 122 

EDUCATION SPACE  
For Hire 

The Tablelands Community 

Centre at Ruffy 

Ideal for Meetings, Lectures or Arts 

& Crafts 

Very Reasonable Rates 

Contact Melissa Macdowall 

0404 833388 

Chris Sharman     

Energy Efficiency & Solar Energy 

Specialist  

Acme – Air Conditioning |      

Electrical | Solar  

M: 0418 551 301   

T: Office - 9785 7339 

E: chris@acmeair.com.au 

IT Professional in the      

Highlands 

Can help with all problems with 

your mobile phone, I Pad,  box 

computer or any 

email issues     

Happy to travel 

John Rogers 0478 221311 

Donation from  
Supporters of the  

RAKALI 

 

Seymour Equine & 

Rural 

Supplying everything you need with products & 

expertise in                                                 * Animal 

production 

* Pasture/Crop production 

* Fencing & livestock handling systems  

 Your ONE stop shop 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

ROGAINING 

Kelly’s Hut   

Poddy calf & 

lamb feeding 

service      

available 

Fb@Kellys hut 

0409 000836 

 

 

Thompson Sound 
PtyLtd  

 

Sound PA Systems for      
Special Events 

Stephen 0409 672 602 

www.thompsonsound.com.au  

HABBIES HOWE BEEF 

MATURE, WELL HUNG & 
AVAILABLE                           

IGA SEYMOUR                   
GARY’S MEATS, PRAHRAN    

MARKET                                 
L&L MEATS, BENTLEIGH   

 SCOTCH AND FILLET              
ST HELENA, MENTONE & 

MERNDA 

Solar Design & Installation 
Experts in Off Grid Battery 
Systems, Solar Grid Tied 
and back up Generators.       

Craig Andrew 0419889555 

bluetopbiz.com.au 
efficiency, sustainability, innovation 

presentations, reports, 
marketing, training, 
risk management, 

web design & maintenance. 
energy management, grant apps, 

solar modelling 
 
 
 
 

Sue 0411 010 379 
Neil 0417 503 472 

Advertising space 

available    

Contact Editor for 

details 

editor@tgn.org.au 

mailto:chris@acmeair.com.au
http://www.thompsonsound.com.au

