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Welcome, Wumindjika and G’day

What a pleasant change from a month ago with the cooler weather, low
cloud and most welcome rain. It really doesn’t seem like February at all.

However the month of February sees the annual Platypus and Rakali
count happen around the countryside and the numbers logged give an
idea of the health of the rivers and creeks where these delightful
creatures inhabit.

Both need clean water, free from toxins and excessive nutrients, as well
as banks that are not too steep, but soft enough to excavate a burrow in.

The amount of cover provided by vegetation along the banks, eucalypts
and acacias in particular, along with shrubs and low-growing plants over-
hanging the water, also enhance a platypus/rakali’s environment.

An ideal depth of 1-3 metres is preferred although 1-6 metres is fine and
the bottom of the watercourse needs to be composed of relatively course
inorganic materials such as gravel, pebbles and large rocks. This assists the
platypus in its foraging for aquatic insects and other invertebrates.

These wonderful and unique creatures are a joy and we are very lucky that
they inhabit waterways throughout the HCCC region. Maybe you’ve seen
some nearby? Hope so. Until next week, Pauline
And Kenny? Was still enjoying another part of the Wetlands

Hughes Creek
Catchment
Collaborative

Landcare

N

Feedback? - editor@tgn.org.au

or to subscribe on-line go to
www.highlands.org.au

“Nature gives you the face you

have at 20, but it’s up to you to

merit the face you have at 50.”
Coco Chanel (1883-1971)
French fashion designer

The Granite News is an open but
moderated community forum.
Readers are encouraged to
contribute articles and we also
encourage you to air your views
on things that interest or concern
you within our community.
We certainly welcome feedback
from you, positive or otherwise
on anything that is published in
The Granite News

HCCC News

Hughes Creek Catchment Collaborative NEXT Meeting
The first HCCC Landcare meeting is on this Friday, 21st February, at
7.30pm

T

It will be held in conjunction with the Grand
Opening event of the new Tarcombe Shearing
Shed aka NEW Sheep Wellness Centre.

A guided tour will be the highlight of the
evening. Please bring

your own chair and o“
check out this wonder o
of modern engineering.

Enquiries?
Contact Justus jjmhagen@yahoo.com.au

NB: ‘Tarcombe’ on Tarcombe-Ruffy Rd.

Vintage timber oval dining table,
seats 6, chairs not included, table
on castors. $100 to take away.

Ring 0408 246308 for more info.

http://www.firesticks.org.au/

cultural-burning-benefits-the-
totemic-echidna-at-wattleridge-
indigenous-protected-area/

An interesting article about
firestick farming, thanks to John
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Community Notices & Classifieds

CALENDAR of EVENTS — February & March

Saturday 22nd February | RUFFARTZ is back in 2020 with “The ROYAL HI JINX” at Ruffy Public Hall
@ 8pm Season tickets are now available from the ticket secretary Kelly Molloy on 0407 017090 or at
B’ug;ﬂftz, ruffartztickets@gmail.com For further details about this amazing musical evening see last week’s TGN
Thursday 27th February | SECRET MEN’S BUSINESS at Caveat Church
@ 5.30pm All people in the district are welcome, pink note ($5) donation towards a BBQ, BYO and chat
Friday 28th February | PLATYPUS & RAKALI COUNT at Yea Wetlands
7-8.30pm Join in the annual count of these unique Australian creatures. See p.3 for more details
Saturday 7th & Sunday | DARREN GILBERT’s OPEN STUDIO 2742 Highlands Rd, Highlands
8th March Darren’s studio, with his creative works is now open on first weekend each month. An inspirational
10-4 environment where both art and sculpture come to life in a beautiful scenic countryside of Highlands.

Saturday 7th March WILDERNESS .v. RICHMOND UNION over 60s Cricket Match at Ruffy Rec Reserve
10.30 for 11am start It’s BACK! The cricket game to end all cricket games is on again. See p.4 for all the details & be there!

Monday 9th March | HIGHLANDS SPINNING CLUB
@ 11am The Highlands Spinning Club will get together in 2020 at the same place—450 Caveat-Dropmore Rd,
the same time 11am and with the same good company! BYO lunch and great tea & coffee will be

provided. Enquiries? - contact Jan 5790 4361

Friday 13th March DRINKS ON THE DECK at Highlands Community Hall
- @ 6.30pm Starts at 6.30pm bring food to share for a meal together and catch up with friends old and new. All
agg welcome, especially new faces. Gold coin donation to cover power.

CASSEROLE DINNER Fundraising for Gobur Grave Resftorations at Ruffy Hall
Come along and support this great cause. $25 per head with kids under 12 Free! BYO Drinks.

Enquiries? Geoff 57904282 or Millie 57734287

Saturday 14th & Sunday | UGLN FARM CHEMICAL USERS COURSE at Taggerty Hub
15th March 10-4 Subsidised farm chemicals course for the eradication of pest plants & animals. See previous TGNs.

Friday 20th March A FILM NIGHT to remember - 2040 - deftails to follow at Highlands Community Hall
@ 7pm An entertaining & uplifting film directed by Damon Gameau, a ‘conversation’ with his 4 yr old daughter

Sunday 29th March UGLN FARM CHEMICAL COURSE - 1080 Endorsement at Yea CMA meeting room
9am - 3pm Tea, coffee & light refreshments provided BYO lunch. Enquiries? - contact Cat Thomas 0418 655474

Every second MURRINDINDI MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE at Highlands Community Hall
Wednesday 10.30-12.30 | The Mobile Library visits the TGN area, based at the Highlands Hall every fortnight. Why not pop in??
Term 1 dates for 2020 - Feb. 26th, March 11th & 25th and April 8th.

Every Monday QIGONG AT RUFFY at Tablelands Community Centre Ruffy
Vivien Watmough looks forward to welcoming you to the benefits of this ancient well-being practice.
@ 10am . . - N ’
For bookings and enquiries please call Vivien on 57953349 or email: vivienwatmough@gmail.com
Every Thursday SWING DANCE CLASSES - Free! at Euroa Uniting Church Hall
@ 7.30 (sharp) - 9pm | Swing dances feature the jazzy Big Band music of the 1930s and 40s, and they are definitely all about

having fun!! Enquiries? Ray 0467 951559

Proudly supported by Yea & District

Community Bank® Branch and Over $220,000 back in to the community

Alexandra agency

() Bendigo Bank

and proudly supporting the Granite News!

66 High Street, Yea VIC 3717 | 5797 2188 | Find us on Facebook
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The Royal Hi-Jinx @ Ruffy - 22/2/20

See you there THIS Saturday night!

PLATYPUS & RAKALI COUNT

Friday 28 February 2020

Cummins Reserve Carpark, Yea Wetlands
Goulburn Valley Highway

Confronting Nonsense

| often find myself lost for words when someone makes
aracist or sexist remark or espouses some dangerous
opinion or conspiracy theory. When | get over the shock
that a person could hold such views, | never seem to
have the appropriate reply, until it is too late.
Sometimes | have been confronting, but | tend to sus-
pect | would just end up in a pointless argument.

While social media has some benefits, it does seem to
facilitate the circulation of prejudice, ignorance and false
information. With it, we seem to be losing the art of
creative discussion. Can you really have a proper dia-
logue on Twitter? Hardly, it simply trivialises thinking.

Whether we are doing it on line or face to face how do
we deal constructively with prejudice and ‘bullsh*t’ and
still respect the other person? | believe we all have a
responsibility to call out prejudice and ignorance, and
feel disappointed with myself when I fail to do so.
Consequently, | have been working on some strategies.
It would be good to hear of other options.

For instance, when someone makes a prejudicial, sexist,
or racist remark, we could simply ask, ‘What were you
thinking when you said that?’ In this way, there is at
least the possibility of some further discussion.

When someone makes comments that are clearly false
and full of bias, one way of replying could be, ‘How did
you come to that position? Where did you get your infor-
mation from?’ | sometimes wish reporters would ask
similar questions when interviewing politicians.

Facing up to the climate denier or sceptic, perhaps it is
now time to ask them to give evidence for their opinion
that there is no climate crisis. What do you think?

Stuart Reid

Highlands

Yea Wetlands
ot Vs

7:00pm for a 7:30pm start
7:30-8:30 pm Fauna Count

RSVP ASAP to be a part of this special night -57972663

Important DATE for your DIARY
ARTRIDGE Stan & Dawn

Memorial gathering 4 April 2020, 1.30pm (after
lunch), Ruffy. Ph 03 57904205

Fire awareness for all ....

Weekend project #3 - Enclose the sub-floor with a metal mesh. Flammable items are often stored
underneath the house. If this area is not enclosed these items will catch, often due to ember attack, and pose

CFA

a threat to every room in the house. The exposed underside of timber floors can
be protected with a lightweight, non-combustible layer.

* Reprinted from The Conversation, by Douglas Brown, Western Sydney Uni.
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TRAINING FOR YOUR FUTURE

BSB42015 Certificate IV

Leadership &
Management

Training

BOOK NOW

Who should undertake this qualification?

Perfect for emerging leaders &/or those aspiring to be
promoted to a supervisory position in any business or
industry.

What Will I learn?

Essential skills & knowledge to enable you to:

Build your team’s effectiveness & communication
Promote innovation within your team

Mentor & build effective workplace relationships
Implement an operational plan & a model of
continuous improvement

* Implement & monitor WHS to meet legislation
requirements

Training includes DISC accredited profiling.

Delivered over 12 months via both face to face
intensive workshops in Euroa & online webinars

to enable learners greater flexibilty.

Contact Robyn
for more information

0407 358 191 o g Binney Street Luroa

IT’S BACK!"" Cricket thatis.....

The Wilderness .V. Richmond Union Over
60s.

(NB: The Wilderness is a combined Ruffy
Highlands Caveat Tarcombe Terrip side)

Where? Ruffy Recreation Reserve
When? Saturday 7" March 2020

What time? 10.30 am for a 11.00 start
What format? 40 over game of 2 * 20
over innings.

What’s to eat?> Lunch will be provided.
BYO refreshments and possibly a BBQ at
Ruffy following.

If you are interested in
playing, please contact
me on 0427 969259
Scott McKay

This is it!! The cricket game of the season,
forget the 20/20 Big Bash or even the Ashes
this will be THE game to talk about for
years to come, be there or be a part of it Ed

Letter to the Editor

Dear Black Marketeers!

The first Black Market for 2020 was February 22nd 10am-12pm
(note the earlier Summer time).

We have discovered that we might not hear you knocking on the
door, so please just come on up ... or we'll see you outside.

If you have any produce to swap or sell ... that would be great. If
you don't, you are more than welcome just come fora chatand a

cuppa.
March 28th Black Market - Bee-Keeping :-)

A few people have expressed interest in learning more about
bee-keeping.

Brian Bowring, who ran the pruning / grafting [ espalier
demonstration, has offered to come to the March Black Market
with his "bee mentor", Andrew Janiak, to run a free 2 hour
information and session for us. There will be honey to buy and
they will be able to tell you more about courses that are available
if you would like to take it further. For more information about
the permaculture/apiculture group that Andrew belongs to and
writes for ... http://www.naturalbeekeeping.org.au

Please reply or give me a call on 0428969366 by the 29th of
February if this is of interest, so I can give Brian and Andrew an
idea of numbers and for me to cater for morning tea.

Regards
Clare (and Vitto) . v
0428969366 - 4

Pioneer Grave Restorations
- Gobur Cemetery

0‘* \

Satuay, 4 Mareh 2020
Ruffy Hall 6 pm

e Ll 22 S50

6’773%257

The casualties and destruction so far from the
eastern states and ACT are sobering statistics—
33 lives lost

3,000 homes destroyed
1 billion animals killed (at least)

and 12 billion hectares burnt
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I6A SEYMOUR / CF & HL HANDASYDE BUILDERS
Established 1978

GARY'S MEATS, PRAHRAN L AW N
MARKET NEW HOMES, EXTENSIONS,

L&L MEATS' BENTLEIGH General earthworks & hole boring RENOVATIONS, DOMESTIC, RURAL
Shed design, construction & removal ﬁ.- It-llﬂ ALL YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS.
SCOTCH AND FILLET Metal fabrication & welding Registered Building Practitioner

3 :
ST HELENA, MENTONE & rane truck hire SUSAN & PETER KRICKIC Call Colin for a quote

MERNDA Callum - 0437 182 223 0421 407 721 (03) 5796 9192 Telephone: 0419 502 782
lawsonbluetop@gmail.com

; FRANZ KLOFT
7 ™~ MECHANICAL REPAIRS
SWP Repairs & service of vehicles
prOduce store Supplying everything you need P PLUMBING SERVICES

Tyres, Windscreens, Exhausts,

special events | venue hire BroductelEiEXpe tizelin ) i
Batteries, Wheel alighment,

first friday night bbgs | ‘Tour de Ruff’ | L 4
monthly long table lunches - Pasture/Crop Protection Brakes, Automatic transmission License nd. 105134
and more - Fencing & Livestock Handling .
ki & we do New car servicing 0438512299 ‘
035790 4387 0429 904 209 @ PH: (03) 5792 1088 ::;n§|579553910t i o SEETEE . |
or store@ruffy.com.au allway sStreet, turoa ‘
o SEEREETEN aROd ben@bencoplumbingservices.com.au 1

AG Fencing & KOPANICA PASTORAL Thompson Sound
Contracting services | EXCAVATIONS & CARTAGE

Grant Wheatley & s o e e o

S >~ —— =

All fence constructions, DAM S
Equipment maintenance & Pump .
repairs, Blasting Service ART HW@ Ks Sound P,.A Systems for
“Not sure if we do it?” STOCK+WATER CARTAGE Special Events
Give us acall & MORE Stephen 0409 672 602

0407 028 122

0429 804 23’ www.thompsonsound.com.au

MICHAEL.KOPANICA@GMAIL.COM

IT Professional in the EDUCATION SPACE A 6 il
Highlands For Hire @ ; 6 ,
) . The Tablelands Community W (dj
SIS UR S e S S oL ff [ /i “DESIGNING & BUILDING WITH YOU”
your mobile phone, | Pad, box R 1 B Rgl@ nSl t
ter or any Ideal for Meetings, Lectures or Arts W [ 7_[ [ Pre-purchase Inspection & Owner Builder Assistance Available
compu :
email issues : ] & Crafts dtui’d eda lng Hores @ REGTERED +Deditg
) 0425 794 838 *Renovations > o + Verandehs
Pyl e oo WildeCasel Giors
Happy to travel q . ! il de Castella '
Contact Melissa Macdowall www.reikiinsight.com - PR
John Rogers 0478 221311 0404 833388 A 10
s D°"°:'°" f';°Th Chris Sharman HIGHLANDS COMMUNITY HALL (4K 0 F RBE
upporters of the - 0
RAKALT Energy Efficiency & Solar Energy T T T I 1“
Specialist available for hire ROAD
. Acme - Air Conditioning | MEETINGS DA
Electrical FUNCTIONS AND AR =
. WORKSHOPS R R OVA -
M: 0418 551 301 PARTIES W0 orns 9. 0 ’ /
T: Office - 9785 7339 WEDDINGS p /
E: chris@acmeair.com.au Reasonable rates : wATER )
Contact Judy Cameron ark Kelly 0428 547 798 | Andrew Shaw 04
5796 9247 ellbell25@bigpond.co

KeIIy S Hut

[DKO|] CONSTRUCTIONS A GRAD
. . POWER & SOLAR
Bulding « Carpentry « Construction | SRS sign & Installation
Experts in Off Grid Battery Strathbog.ie Granite
0477 640 590 - Project

Systems, Solar Grid Tied
and back up Generators.
Craig Andrew 0419889555

neil.phillips@bigpond.com
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