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Welcome, Wumindjika and G’day

Another Sunday evening is upon us which means that it’s time for the
weekly Granite News and what week it has been. Our world has certainly
changed in the last week, let alone the last month but whether our
previous lifestyles are irretrievable and/or sustainable only time will tell.

In the meantime I’ve been taking Sandy’s suggestion from the last issue
seriously and have bought some winter vegetable seeds. I’'ve also cleaned
out a pile of pots, planted the bulbs within them elsewhere, and look
forward to harvesting, what | hope will be, a bumper crop.

Pots are definitely the way to go at my place
as we have competition from the rabbits and &
roos if any food sources are planted in the |
ground, and now there’s deer to contend
with too. Nothing like a few freeloaders
making short work of the vege soup
supplies.

Hopefully, by now the overwhelming
majority of Victorians, where possible and
practical, are self-isolating for the benefit of
not only themselves, but their wider
communities, because the sooner we can
lower the ‘new cases’ rate the better and
healthier for us all.

Until next issue, Pauline
And Kenny? [s still self-isolating, he’ll be back again soon....

Information on Emergency Relief Packages for Victorians

Emergency relief packages are available to support people who:

Are in mandatory self-isolation (because they have COVID-19, are
suspected of having COVID-19 or have come into close contact with
people who have COVID-19 or have recently travelled overseas) AND

Who have little or no food, AND

Have no network of family and friends to support them.

Each eligible household will receive a two-week supply of essential goods.
Food packages will include items such as long-life milk, pasta, cereal, canned
vegetables and sugar. Personal care packages will also be distributed to eligible
households and include soap, toothpaste and deodorant. Additional items may
also be provided depending on the needs of the household, such as nappies or
baby formula.

For more information about the support services people can call the corona-
virus hotline on 1800 675 398 or visit the website: dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus.

Murrindindi Shire Council has activated its Pandemic Plan and details
are to be found on p.3. For TGN readers in the Mitchell and Strathbogie
Shires please consult those Council’s websites as to the current
measures that are in place for residents. For readers in other areas,
check out your own local council’s websites for up-to-date information.
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Feedback? - editor@tgn.org.au

or to subscribe on-line go to
www.highlands.org.au

“Why stress out about what you
can’t change? Why stress out
about what you can change?”

The 14th Dalai Lama

(born1935...)

The Granite News is an open but
moderated community forum.
Readers are encouraged to
contribute articles and we also
encourage you to air your views
on things that interest or concern
you within our community.
We certainly welcome feedback
from you, positive or otherwise
on anything that is published in
The Granite News

Let’s Laugh!

Mending, buttons, zips, hems. Soft
furnishings (cushions) personalised
painting smocks. Bags—library,

shopping, craft.

Marj Leigh
57904298




‘ Community Notices & Classifieds \

Wednesday 10.30-12.30

CALENDAR of EVENTS — April
Friday 3rd April WASPS of the Upper Goulburn ™ at Yea Butter Factory
@ 7.30pm Yea River Catchment Landcare Grou oo ﬂs ‘\“\ ‘““\\0“ by Ron Litjens. See p.4 for more info.
Saturday 4th April | MEMORIAL GATHERING fo, - ops a8 eres™ at Ruffy
@ 1.30pm Phone 03 57904205 for more detai
Friday 10th April DRINKS ON THE DECK at Highlands Community Hall
. @ 6.30pm Starts at 6.30pm bring food to share fo d catch up with friends old and new. All
ﬁ% welcome, especially new faces. Gold coi on to cover power.
Friday 17th April HIGHLANDS HALL BLUES NIGHT at Highlands Community Hall
@ 6.30pm Come along for an excellent evening of jaz “sm“\\ﬁﬂ port the hall.
Enquiries? Judy 57969247
Monday 20th April HIGHLANDS SPINNING CLUB
@ 11am The Highlands Spinning Club will get together in 2020 at the same nlace—450 Caveat-Dropmore Rd,
Y"{f; the same time 11am and v Postponed until further notice sreat tea & coffee will be
= provided. Enquiries? - contact Jan 5790 4361
Every second MURRINDINDI MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE at Highlands Community Hall

The Mobile Library visits the TGN area, based at the Highlands Hall every fortnight. Why not pop in??
Please note the Mobile Library Service is temporarily suspended until further notice!!

@ 7-30 (sharp) - 9pm

Every Monday QIGONG AT RUFFY - —*T=hlelands Community Centre Ruffy
@10am Vivien Watmough looks forw,__PoStnoned until further noticeé  his ancient well-being practice.
For bookings and enquiries please call Vivien on 57953349 or email: vivienwatmough@gmail.com
Every Thursday SWING DANCE CLASSES - Free! at Euroa Uniting Church Hall

Swing dances feature the jazzy Big Band music of the 1930s and 40s, and they are definitely all about
having fun!! Enquiries? Ray 0467 951559

you (for free).

COVID-19 Local Community Connections

Hello. If you are self-isolating due to the COVID-19 virus, we can

help with: news’ Coronacast is an accurate podcast that

Picking up shopping helps to answer your questions about corona-
virus or COVID19. The latest news and research is

Posting mail broken down to help you understand how the

Urgent supplies or medicines

A friendly phone call.
Just call (insert name here) on ##¥***%¥*% gr text ¥ *#kdrkik
and someone from our small group will do their best to help

Even if you are just feeling anxious about the virus and what
you need to do, please give us a call or text.

Please take every precaution and spread only kindness.
Avoid physical contact (1.5m distance) and wash your hands

regularly for 20 seconds (sing Happy Birthday twice).

Why not set up one of these connections in your local area?

In these times of instant social media and ‘fake

world is living through an epidemic.

Listen for free on ABC listen app, Apple Podcasts
or Google Podcasts.

wow!!

What a feast of culture, sport & entertainment ~ why would we want to live anywhere else??



tel:0357904205
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/listen/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/coronacast/id1501500390
https://www.google.com/podcasts?feed=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWJjLm5ldC5hdS9yYWRpby9wcm9ncmFtcy9jb3JvbmFjYXN0L2ZlZWQvMTIwMTcyNDgvcG9kY2FzdC54bWw%3D

I
Murrindindi

Shire Council

LAV

Coronavirus (COVID-19) is changing how we operate. We have activated our Pandemic Plan so we can continue to deliver
critical services to the community, while we also take steps to reduce the risk of COVID-19 infection in our Shire.
At the time of writing (26 March), we have stopped some services and changed how we deliver a number of others.
CLOSED

Customer Service Centres (including closure to services we normally host for other agencies, including VicRoads

in Alexandra and the Centrelink Access Point in Kinglake)

Libraries (including the Mobile van)

Visitor Information Centres

Playgrounds and outdoor gym equipment

All public toilet facilities
OPEN
While a number of our buildings are closed, we are still providing a range of services to our community. These include

Customer Services, including payments via electronic means or by credit card over the phone

Libraries - 'book butler' service

Public health and sanitation services

Community safety services

Kerbside waste collection

Resource and Recovery Centres (no cash payments accepted; the 'Scrap Shacks' are closed)
To access our services, you can

Find information online 24/7 at murrindindi.vic.gov.au

Submit a customer request online

Email us at customer@murrindindi.vic.gov.au

Call us on 5772 0333

MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH AND IMMUNISATION

Maternal and Child Health Services (MCH) are open, with some changes to the methods of delivery. You can contact our
MCH team during business hours on 5772 0333 for information. We have suspended our First Time Parent groups and our
Parent Education groups.

Please remember the 24 hour MCH Line is always available on 132 229.

FAMILY DAY CARE
Council's Family Day Care program is operating as usual at this stage, however we have suspended our Supported Play-
group program and our PEEP program.

YOUTH SERVICES

We have also suspended Youth FReeZA events and the Youth Leadership Program, but will be looking at other ways to
deliver these in the coming weeks.

BUSINESS SUPPORT

If you are a business and need advice about support available at this time, please visit our website.

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST

During the course of the COVID-19 Pandemic, Council may be asked by the State Government to coordinate assistance to
community members to the Shire. We are not sure what this will look like yet, but it may include support to deliver food
and other essential goods to the homes of quarantined or isolated people.

If this eventuates we may need assistance from volunteers living in the local area and from local Registered Class 2 food
businesses. Check out our website for links to a survey where you can register your interest and details.

COVID-19 UPDATES AND ADVICE

We know there is a lot of information out there about Coronavirus. You can stay up to date on what is happening in our
Shire by checking out our website, following our Facebook page or tuning in to our daily radio updates on UGFM (Monday
to Saturday at 8.30am and Wednesdays 9.05am)

If you are looking for the latest information on closures and restrictions in force by the State and Federal Government
please visit the DHHS website.

If you are looking for the most reliable health advice and information or if you think you or a family member might have
been exposed to Coronavirus, you should follow advice on the DHHS website at www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus

Get in touch with Council on 57720333 or customer@murrindindi.vic.gov.au



mailto:customer@murrindindi.vic.gov.au
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This info-graphic cleverly illustrates why washing our hands is SO important just now, thanks Sean.

A new graph for another week.... ol Sy ke
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with some excellent modelling illustrating the reason

behind the importance of social distancing. i
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Just think of the old school assemblies when lining up ' DS SL this pownk
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arms distance apart was an integral part of every
ceremony, but the social distance for today is double
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arms distance or 1.5m away from each other. 0 i
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Data source: University of Sydney Chart: ABC News Story Lab




RUFFY RURAL FIRE BRIGADE

Royal Children’s Hospital
FUNDRAISING AUCTIONS

The 2020 Good Friday Ruffy CFA Seafood Lunch is cancelled !

We are not even permitted to ‘door-knock’ or ‘tin rattle’
to raise funds for the Royal Children’s Hospital.

BUT, we have a target to beat !

So, we are auctioning a tandem-trailer load of split firewood
each month for April, May, June & July.
Bidding opens 1st day of each month & closes midnight last day of month

You can place your bids by phone, SMS message, email or in person to
Ruffy Rural Fire Brigade Treasurer—Don Cook

Mobile: 0408 929 818 —Email: mavdon50@gmail.com

Progressive Auction totals will be notified to current bidders,
posted on the Ruffy Facebook page and at the Ruffy fire-shed
Or just call Cookie for a bidding update!

ALL funds raised from these Auctions will go to the
Royal Children’s Hospital
Good Friday Appeal

Delivery is included to the
Ruffy /Highlands/Tablelands

RuftfrtZ

We regret to inform you that the upcoming RuffArt presentation of ‘Canyon Callers’ has been cancelled.

The RuffArtz Committee advises that in response to the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic & new Government regulation,
we have regretfully cancelled the ‘Canyon Callers’ show, originally scheduled for 23 May at the Ruffy Hall. Season pass
holders will be advised by email over the coming weeks about possible rescheduling. Meanwhile, the Ruzzartz
Committee encourage you to support electronic formats of the Arts & we hope that live entertainment will return soon.

A message from the RuffArtz Committee:




HABBIES HOWE BEEF

MATURE, WELL HUNG & efficiency, sustainability, innovation
AVAILABLE
IGA SEYMOUR

GARY'S MAE::EE,TPRAHRAN L AW S o N

LaL MEATS: BENTLEIGH General earthworks & hole boring

Shed design, construction & removal

SCOTCH AND FILLET Metal fabrication &_welding
ST HELENA, MENTONE & Crane truck hire

Registered Building Practitioner
Neil 0417 503 472 Call Colin for a quote
MERNDA Callum - 0437 182 223 ©! Telephone: 0419 502 782
lawsonbluetop@gmail.com
ﬁm FRANZ KLOFT
rl I y 4 MECHANICAL REPAIRS

/\_’_,*
SEYMOUR EQUINE g RURAL
produce store Supplying everything you need

special events | venue hire Products & Expertise in

bluetopbiz.com.au

CF & HL HANDASYDE BUILDERS
Established 1978
NEW HOMES, EXTENSIONS,
RENOVATIONS, DOMESTIC, RURAL
ALL YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS.

Repairs & service of vehicles

PLUMBING SERVICES

Tyres, Windscreens, Exhausts,

Batteries, Wheel alighment,

first friday night bbgs | ‘Tour de Ruff' sAnimal Production ) o License no. 105134
monthly long table lunches - Pasture/Crop Protection Brakes, Automatic transmission

and more - Fencing & Livestock Handling

e & we do New car servicing 043851 2299

035790 4387 0429 904 209 PH: (03) 5792 1088 Phone 5795 2510 FREE
or store@ruffy.com.au 38 Railway Street, Euroa QUOTES

B HELEINGIYOUIGROVY ben@bencoplumbingservices.com.au |

AG Fencing & KOPANICA PASTORAL Thompson Sound
contracting services | EXCAVATIONS & CARTAGE
Grant Wheatley RS ECRTSCAST
Allfence constructions, DAMS
RN EARTHWORKS sound PA Systems fo
“Not sure if we do it?” STOCK+WATER CARTAGE Special Events
Give us a call & MORE Stephen 0409 672 602
0407 028 122 0429 804 23’ www.thompsonsound.com.au
MICHAEL.KOPANICA@GMAIL.COM
IT Professional in the EDUCATION SPACE ck 644[4%&
Highlands For Hire

Pttt Al rel . The Tablelands Community @§ g‘g

A ki Insi

e, D, B Centre at Ruffy Rgl@ Inszgﬁt DESIGNING & BUILDING WITH YOU

Ideal for Meetings, Lectures or Arts [ [- Pre-purchase Inspection & Owner Builder Assistance Available
s Natural Healing -—

computer or any
+Homes ® +Deckings

mail i ilding Practitioner
ematissues 0425 794 838 +Renovations Eauﬂggﬂn +Verandahs
Very Reasonable Rates 7 The Semi Circle Yea Extensions Will de Castell Carports
Happy to travel : : lhesds  °
Contact Melissa Macdowall www.reikiinsight.com - T
John Rogers 0478 221311 0404 833388 R &0
Donation from Chris Sharman HIGHLANDS COMMUNITY HALL I}
Supporters of the . 0~0
E Effi & Solar E .
RAKALT nergy Emciency & solarEnergy Meeting Room and/or Hall SEYMOUR & DISTRICT J}5g
Specialist available for hire POAD v
Acme - Air Conditioning | DA
MEETINGS
Electrical FUNCTIONS AND AR =W -
R » OVA s, )
M: 0418 551 301 P HOES y Y
T: Office - 9785 7339 WEDDINGS AL adplcls oy a 4w
E: chris@acmeair.com.au e Sl 0'0
Contact Judy Cameron ark Kelly 0428 547 798 | Andrew Shaw 04
5796 9247 ellbell25@bigpond.co

[DKO] CONSTRUCTIONS A GRADE
POWER & SOLAR
Solar Design & Installation
0477 640 590 Experts in Off Grid Battery
Systems, Solar Grid Tied
and back up Generators.
Craig Andrew 0419889555

Building « Carpentry « Construction

Strathbogie Granite
Project

neil.phillips@bigpond.com
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