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Welcome, Wumindjika and G’day

Fingers crossed...that come 11.59pm on Tuesday night our lives might be a
little less restricted. Of course there are various scenarios that could play
out between now and then but according to current trend Wednesday is
looking good to return to some sort of ‘normal’ again, albeit normal with
masks. However for those TGN readers in NSW, and Sydney in particular,
hang in there and stay safe and well.

One thing that has become apparent in this new version of the world is
the way that things can change so quickly and flexibility is key. Therein lies
a problem with a weekly newsletter in that social events advertised for
the following weekend can go the way of the dodo if restrictions are
brought in between TGN’s publication and the event’s designated date.
The Highlands Ramblers walk last Sunday is the obvious one that springs
to mind here. Whilst some social events advertised in advance might be
able to be rescheduled eg: the Ruffy Community Action Group meeting
went from July 20th to August 4th due to the first round of restrictions,
others with shorter lead times cannot.

Probably common sense is best applied here and an assumption that
Government restrictions take priority over any social event, but if in doubt
then contact the nominated organiser to confirm the current situation.

Until the next issue of TGN, stay safe, warm and keep smiling, Pauline
And Kenny... was obliterating Terip Terip Tennis Club’s ball.

Ribbons of Remnant Roadsides Program

Up until last week when a letter landed in my mailbox | must admit that |
was unaware that the Old Highlands Rd, Highlands was in fact part of the
Ribbons of Remnant Roadsides program undertaken a couple of years ago
as a joint project between the Murrindindi Shire Council, Upper Goulburn
Landcare Network and Cittaslow—VYea.

Apparently there are 12 such roads around the Murrindindi Shire (Frees
Rd, Gobur is another) that have been assessed as having significant
biodiversity and conservation value due to the vegetation present or the
habitat that is provnded for local fauna.

As part of the program weed eradication
was conducted, hundreds of understorey
¥ plants planted out and signage erected.
21 I’'m not too sure if Strathbogie & Mitchell
Shires offer similar programs but it might
8 be worth enquiring. Janet Hagen can
also assist. hughescreek2@gmail.com

Hughes Creek
Catchment
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Landcare
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Feedback? - editor@tgn.org.au

or to subscribe on-line go to
www.highlands.org.au

“A friend is a gift you give yourself.”

Robert Louis Stevenson - Author
(1850—1894)

The Granite News is an open but
moderated community forum.
Readers are encouraged to
contribute articles and we also
encourage you to air your views
on things that interest or concern
you within our community.
We certainly welcome feedback
from you, positive or otherwise
on anything that is published in
The Granite News

Let’s my weekend away was
amazing guys, pictures don't
laugh doitjustice.

Still going up!!

The readership of The Granite News continued to increase again this
week with now 705 readers of this great weekly epistle. I’'m still
wondering though if we can increase our HCCC Membership to 200? Just
email editor@tgn.org.au to register, with no obligation or cost involved.

Did you know that 17% of global
emissions come from
households? 970,000 women
from around the world want to
change that-
www.1millionwomen.com.au

HCCC Membership so far

164 ... and counting




‘ Community Notices \

WHAT’S ON — July & August NB: All are subject to Covid variations!
Thursday 29th July SECRET MEN’S BUSINESS at Caveat Church
@ 5.30pm All people in the district are welcome, pink note ($5) donation towards a BBQ, BYO and chat
Monday 2nd August | TERIP TERIP TENNIS CLUB AGM at Terip Tennis Clubhouse
@ 7.30pm All welcome !
Wednesday 4th August | RUFFY COMMUNITY ACTION GROUP at Tablelands Community Centre
@ 7.30pm Important meeting to appoint a new leadership team. See article below on this page
o Friday 6th August RUFFY FIRST FRIDAY of the MONTH BBQ at Tablelands Community Centre
¢
@D @ 6pm It’s time to put the FUN back into Friday nights. See p.3 for your invite or tccruffy@gmail.com for more
/T\ details.
Monday 9th August | HIGHLANDS SPINNING CLUB
DA @ 11am The Highlands Spinning Club will get together in 2021 at the same place—450 Caveat-Dropmore Rd,

the same time 11am and with the same good company! BYO lunch and great tea & coffee will be

6l @ 9.30am

provided. Enquiries? - contact Jan 5790 4361

Tuesday 10th August | HIGHLANDS COMMUNITY HALL PUBLIC MEETING at Highlands Hall
@ 7pm See p. 5 for more information

Wednesday 11th August | TERIP TERIP MORNING TEA at Terip Community Centre

This enjoyable social event is open to all members of the community, come along and enjoy.

Friday 13th August
@ 6.30pm

DRINKS ON THE DECK
Starts at 6.30pm bring food to share for a meal together and catch up with friends old and new. All
welcome, especially new faces. Gold coin donation to cover power.

at Highlands Community Hall

Every second
Wednesday 10.30-12.30

MURRINDINDI MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE at Highlands Community Hall
The Mobile Library visits the TGN area, based at the Highlands Hall every fortnight. Why not pop in??
YAY! The Mobile Library will be at Highlands on these dates—July 28th and August 11th & 25th.

interested in taking

If you would like to

place and time.

We are holding a meeting to appoint a new leadership team for the Ruffy Community Action Group. If you are
CENTRE @ 7.30pm

0413 483 450 for a chat.
Please Note—Due to Lockdown #5 this meeting has been postponed until Wednesday 4th August—same

Every Monday ONE TO ONE WELL-BEING CENTRE EUROA at Tablelands Community Centre
Qigong classes, Shiatsu Massage, Counselling and Psychotherapy.
@10am For bookings or further info contact Vivien 5795 3349 or 0405 612400
DON’T FORGET...

on one of the roles please come along on Tuesday 20 July - TABLELANDS COMMUNITY
(opp. Ruffy Store)
discuss any of the positions please call Rob Jamieson on 0401993 681 or Felicity Sloman

to answer your questi

Coronavirus 24hr Hotline
1800 020 080

Coronacast is an accurate podcast that helps

Mt Bernard Geology Walk

This walk led by Neil Phillips has been rescheduled to Spring
and hopefully we will be out of lock down and vaccinated.
ons about Covid 19.
The walk is restricted to a group of 20 per day, so will be on
consecutive Saturdays of 11™ and 18" September 2021.
Bookings essential through Kevin Whithear, Avenel Natural
Conservation Group kgwhithear@gmail.com

Listen for free on
ABC listen app, Apple
Podcasts or Google
Podcasts



https://www.abc.net.au/radio/listen/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/coronacast/id1501500390
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/coronacast/id1501500390
https://www.google.com/podcasts?feed=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWJjLm5ldC5hdS9yYWRpby9wcm9ncmFtcy9jb3JvbmFjYXN0L2ZlZWQvMTIwMTcyNDgvcG9kY2FzdC54bWw%3D
https://www.google.com/podcasts?feed=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWJjLm5ldC5hdS9yYWRpby9wcm9ncmFtcy9jb3JvbmFjYXN0L2ZlZWQvMTIwMTcyNDgvcG9kY2FzdC54bWw%3D
mailto:kgwhithear@gmail.com

YOU'RE INVITED TO THE Have you seen any koalas lately?
This little chap was recently spotted at the
Highlands end of the plateau, thank you

First Friday of the Month BBQs Robyn, and the question was asked -

It’s time to bring back the fun into Friday nights! Are we seeing less koalas now in the HCCC
area than say 5-10 years ago?

i ?
Come along to the Tablelands Community Centre for a catch up What do readers think

with friends old and new

EVERYONE WELCOME

FOOD AVAILABLE FROM 6:00 PM

See you on the 6th August!

Any citizen science observations would be

And then the first Friday of each month after most appreciated - editor@tgn.org.au
Thanks.

Visit tccruffy@gmail.com for more information

Growing regenerative agriculture - pathways and potential for scaling

Date: Friday 30 July 2021

Time: 12:30pm - 1:30pm

Host: Centre for Resources, Energy and Environmental Law (CREEL)
Location: Webinar

Cost: Free

There is a surge of interest in regenerative agriculture as a way of addressing multiple crises relating to climate
change, soil and biodiversity. Adopting regenerative farming approaches has the potential to reduce GHG emissions
and generate significant environmental and social co-benefits. But what’s the potential for scaling up regenerative
agriculture at a national or global scale and how can we achieve it? Our panel of experts and practitioners will
explore the potential to scale up regenerative agriculture, the pathways and challenges to scaling up and the
policies and government support needed. The discussion will be moderated by Professor Rod Keenan from the
University of Melbourne.

This event is the second seminar of the Sustainable Food System project funded by Melbourne Sustainable Society
Institute and is co-hosted by Centre for Resources, Energy and Environmental Law, the Faculty of Veterinary and
Agricultural Sciences and the Scaling Regenerative Agriculture project funded by Melbourne Sustainable Society

Institute.

Clink on the link below to book and get more information.

https://events.unimelb.edu.au/CREEL/event/11045-growing-regenerative-agriculture-pathways-and



https://events.unimelb.edu.au/CREEL/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fevents.unimelb.edu.au%2FCREEL%2Fevent%2F11045-growing-regenerative-agriculture-pathways-and&data=04%7C01%7Ckarenb%40gbcma.vic.gov.au%7Cf0c8c0949ccc488baead08d94b0588c5%7C547f84da995c423a927aa74

ENHANCING FARM DAMS

Farm dams are an important asset in many farming systems, providing drinking water for livestock or
water storage for irrigation operations. Appropriate management of these waterbodies can lead to
improved productivity and profitability, as well as benefits to biodiversity conservation.

In many agricultural landscapes natural wetlands are rare and, if present, highly degraded. Over
decades of agricultural activity, many wetlands have been drained either on purpose or inadvertently
when gullies and waterways erode. Natural chains-of-ponds along wet gullies and creek lines are now
uncommon and few wetland areas are spared from the impact of livestock.

While natural wetlands are now in short supply, thousands of farm dams dot the landscape and, with
appropriate management, can help restore biodiversity by providing much needed wetland habitats
for native wildlife.

Benefits to farm profitability

Enhancing farm dams by excluding or reducing stock accesses has many benefits to livestock and the
other productivity services.

. Improving the quality of drinking water for your livestock.

. Improving the level of nutrient & mineral absorption by livestock through increased hydration.
. Reducing the risk of exposure to parasites such as liver fluke.

. Reducing erosion and sedimentation of the dam.

. Extending the life of the dam as an asset on your farm.

. Reducing the amount of time and money spent on dredging out sediments from dams.

. Reducing or preventing livestock becoming bogged.

. Increasing natural pest control by encouraging various species of invertebrates such as

dragonflies, as well as frogs and birds.

Benefits to biodiversity

Well managed farm dams can provide habitat for small native fish (including threatened species such
as the Southern Pygmy Perch), which are often rare or absent from many landscapes. These
populations can be small reserves for fish species and, in wet weather events, become source
populations for the wider systems.

Quality farm dams can be critical habitat for a diversity of
frog species including threatened species such as Sloane’s
Froglet and Southern Bell Frog. Farm dams with good
areas of fringing vegetation and/or shallow areas can
provide quality habitat for wetland birds including the
threatened Australasian Bittern and the migratory
Latham’s Snipe.

Additional habitat, such as trees, shrubs and tall grass
around the dam, can also benefit many terrestrial species.
8 One of these is the threatened Diamond Firetail, which
prefers to breed near water points.

Originally published by Sustainable Farms—ANU www.sustainablefarms.org.au Part 2 to come.




What Freedom?

There is a lot of talk these days about freedom of speech,
freedom of religion and our human rights. Talk about
freedom of speech often ends up to be an excuse to
abuse and bully others. Freedom of religion can simply be
a cover for discrimination and narrow moralism. When it
comes to our human rights we can refuse to be
vaccinated against Covid 19, but what are the ethics
behind our refusal? Do we have genuine health concerns,
oris it just ignorance or good old apathy? As for refusing
to wear masks when gazetted by the health advice, is this
merely a case of being pig headed, or a refusal to think of
anybody else than ourselves?

The word ‘freedom’ is frequently bandied about as some
marvellous ideal, something that should be obvious to all.
When it comes to ultimate freedom however, it is instead
a form of ultimate selfishness. It is putting ‘I’ at the
centre of everything regardless of how it effects anyone
else. This is why extreme capitalism is morally
problematic. Freedom and human rights are not in
themselves ethical categories; to be genuine they need
an ethical under pinning. Freedom by itself, is really a
sterile category.

| certainly do not wish to underestimate the importance
of freedom in human relations and in society generally; |
would not wish to live under the CCP. | certainly want to
be part of those who advocate for the human rights of
those who are oppressed politically or economically.
They are all essential in the search for social justice. There
is however, no true freedom until all are free and that can
only become a reality when our search for freedom is
freedom to be for others.

Stuart A Reid - Highlands

Living with Wombats

As any farmer or resident in rural areas will testify,

wombats will ignore fencing! They will either push

through or burrow underneath it.

A heavy flap (think of a wombat version of a catflap)

placed in the fence, aligned with the wombat’s trail, is the
- best option to keep the

fence intact.

The wombat will be able

-J to push through the

heavy flap while other

animals will not have the

strength.  Good luck.

HIGHLANDS COMMUNITY HALL
Notice is given of a

PUBLIC MEETING

to be held at the Highlands Hall on
Tuesday 10™ August commencing at 7.00pm to
nominate persons as the Committee of
Management for the Highlands Community Hall
for a term of three years.

The current committee’s term will expire on
23" August 2021.

All positions will be declared open and
nominations will be accepted prior to or on the
night.

Further information, nomination forms and
nominee declaration forms may be obtained by
contacting the Secretary, Judy Cameron on
5796 9247.

Please note: Although all positions will be
declared open we will have a definite vacancy for
a Chairperson. This should be a very rewarding
position to lead and support the Hall Committee.

A Date for YOUR Diary

TERIP TERIP Tennis Club AGM

Monday August 2 @7.30pm
At clubhouse - all welcome

What can we do with E-Waste?

Is E-Waste even word?

Yes it is and it covers all those wonderful techy
gadgets like iPads, video games, mobile phones as
well as TVs, fridges, etc. As many of these items
contain hazardous materials such as lead, mercury
& arsenic putting them in Council collected recycle
bins is not an option.

So what can we do with our E-Waste?

If it is still working and safe then selling, donating
or giving it away to someone to reuse is a better
option.

If it has definitely reached its use by date then
recycling it at special E-Waste disposal points will
ensure that all the plastic, glass and special metals
that make up E-Waste can be given a new life.

Good news all 3
Councils—Mitchell,
Murrindindi and
Strathbogie now have
E-Waste drop off points at
all their Resource
Recovery Centres.

Why not make use of
them?




HABBIES HOWE BEEF

MATURE, WELL HUNG &
AVAILABLE
IGA SEYMOUR
GARY'S MEATS, PRAHRAN
MARKET

Chris Sharman
Energy Efficiency & Solar Energy
Specialist
Acme - Air Conditioning |

LAWSON

Electrical

L&L MEATS, BENTLEIGH

SCOTCH AND FILLET
ST HELENA, MENTONE &
MERNDA

info@pondprofessor.com.au | www.pondpr

AG Fencing &

Contracting Services

Grant Wheatley
All fence constructions,
Equipment maintenance & Pump
repairs, Blasting Service
“Not sure if we do it?”

Give us a call
0407 028 122

General earthworks & hole boring
Shed design, construction & removal
Metal fabrication & welding
Crane truck hire

Callum - 0437 182 223

lawsonbluetop@gmail.com

M: 0418 551 301
T: Office - 9785 7339
E: chris@acmeair.com.au

Brought to you by a
Yellow Footed Antechinus,
living on a roadside near you.
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EYMOUR

S TQUINE & RURAL
Supplying everything you need

Products & Expertise in

- Animal Production
- Pasture/Crop Protection
- Fencing & Livestock Handling

A

KOPANICA PASTORAL
EXCAVATIONS & CARTAGE

DAMS
EARTHWORKS
STOCK+WATER CARTAGE
& MORE

0429 804 235

PH: (03) 5792 1088
Image kindly donated by Ros Wathen

HELPING YOU GROW

MICHAEL.KOPANICA@GMAIL.COM

I
Murrindindi

Shire Council

Cr John Walsh

EDUCATION SPACE Kelly’s Hut

For Hire
The Tablelands Community | Poddy calf & lamb feeding
service

CF & HL HANDASYDE BUILDERS
Established 1978
NEW HOMES, EXTENSIONS,
RENOVATIONS, DOMESTIC, RURAL
ALL YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS.
Registered Building Practitioner
Call Colin for a quote
Telephone: 0419 502 782

PLUMBING SERVICES

License no. 105134

0438512299

ben@bencoplumbingservices.com.au |

RURAL FENCING 5
=

JARRAD =2
O 0409082257

I

Donated by supporters of our
local koala population

C Centre at Ruffy R ik g
. qule_lla Ward . Ideal for Meetings, Lectures or Arts available : A~
Murrindindi Shire Council & Crafts
jwalsh@murrindindi.vic.gov.au Fb@Kellys hut
Very Reasonable Rates
0437 835 586 Contact Melissa Macdowall 0409 000836
0404 833388
Donation from BoondaburraBnB@RUffy | HIGHLANDS COMMUNITY HALL Donated by friends of the
Supporters of the For 2 people. Cosy cottage, Long Leafed Box Trees
log fire. Meeting Room and/or Hall

GREATER GLIDER

= available for hire
1 MEETINGS
FUNCTIONS
WORKSHOPS
PARTIES
WEDDINGS

Reasonable rates
Contact Judy Cameron

Enquiries? Felicity 0413 483 450
5796 9247

Echidnas

take care of their habitat

do Castlla
Dosign & Gonstruclion

Pre-purchase Inspection & Owner Builder Assistance Available

® REGISTERED
+ Renovations i +Verandzhs

A GRADE

POWER & SOLAR
Solar Design & Installation
Experts in Off Grid Battery

Systems, Solar Grid Tied

+Homes + Deckings

ulding Practoner
» Extensions Will de Castella Carports

DBU 3369
YEA sosmcrs 0432 991992

and back up Generators.
Craig Andrew 0419889555

Strathbogie Grani
Project
neiI.phillips@bigpond.com



mailto:chris@acmeair.com.au
mailto:jwalsh@murrindindi.vic.gov.au

