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Welcome, Wumindjika and G’day

By the time this issue of TGN lands in everyone’s email inboxes Victorians
will be able to travel from one end of the state to the other, gather in
small groups and not have to wear masks in an outdoor setting. Anyone
have a feeling of déja vu? As in Back to the Future circa 2019? The changes
will be most welcome but it’s up to everyone of us to do the ‘right’ thing
when it comes to QR Codes, etc and maintain this new normal into 2022
and beyond.

Although I have run previous articles that give a brief history of the HCCC
(Hughes Creek Catchment Collaborative) readers, new and old, may be
interested in the actual geographical area that the Hughes Creek
Catchment covers. Me too! So just recently | was delighted to discover
this map which gives an excellent illustration of the catchment area.
Although readership of TGN now extends way beyond these borders it’s
interesting to see where it all started. | hope that you find it useful too.
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To Melbourne 75km 0

Until the next issue of TGN, take care and stay safe, Pauline
And Kenny... was looking forward to the Open Gardens weekend in Yea.

Hughes Creek

Catchment
Collaborative
Landcare

Feedback? - editor@tgn.org.au

or to subscribe on-line go to
www.highlands.org.au

“In Sweden there is an over-arching

principle that everyone, regardless
of gender, has the right to work,
and support themselves and to live
without the fear of abuse or
violence.”  Margot Wallstrom
Swedish Foreign Minister 2014-2019

The Granite News is an open but
moderated community forum.
Readers are encouraged to
contribute articles and we also
encourage you to air your views
on things that interest or concern
you within our community.
We certainly welcome feedback
from you, positive or otherwise
on anything that is published in
The Granite News

HCCC News

Have you seen these?

Star picket extensions!!

They come in both metal and plastic and can be attached
to existing star pickets to increase the height of fencing.
As deer are particularly prevalent at the moment it might
be a good investment. Plastic extensions can
accommodate electrification of the fence and they are
relatively inexpensive to purchase from any agricultural
supplies merchant.

Let’s laugh

9/ CANT| BELIEVE THEY
lAMEIl/IIIE DOG AGAIN

The Atlas of Living Australia is the

most comprehensive database on

Australia’s biodiversity. Its trusted
data is hosted by the CSIRO.

www.ala.org.au

HCCC Membership so far
174 ... and counting
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Community Notices

WHAT’S ON — November NB: All may be subject to Covid variations until late Nov.

IMPORTANT NOTE >>>

ALTHOUGH THESE EVENTS ARE LISTED AS HAPPENING ALL ARE SUBJECT TO GOVT. RESTRICTIONS,
CHECK WITH THE NOMINATED ORGANISER PRIOR TO THE DATE FOR VIABLILITY AND ANY LIMITS.

., Friday 5th November

% @ 6pm

RUFFY FIRST FRIDAY of the MONTH BBQ
It’s time to put the FUN back into Friday nights!

at Tablelands Community Centre

Enquires: 0427 690970 or tccruffy@gmail.com

Saturday 6th & Sunday
7th November
10 - 4

DARREN GILBERT’s OPEN STUDIO 2742 Highlands Rd, Highlands
Darren’s studio, with his creative works is now open on first weekend each month. An inspirational
environment where both art and sculpture come to life in a beautiful scenic countryside of Highlands.

Saturday 6th & Sunday
7th November

YEA ROTARY OPEN GARDENS WEEKEND see last week’s TGN for more details
All attendees must be doubly vacced and there is a limit of 10 visitors at a time per garden.

Monday 8th November

HIGHLANDS SPINNING CLUB 450 Caveat-Dropmore Rd, Caveat

November @ 7pm

@ 11am The Highlands Spinning Club will get together in 2021 at the same place with the same good company!
BYO lunch and great tea & coffee will be provided. Enquiries? - contact Jan 5790 4361
Wednesday 10th RUFFARTZ AGM at Ruffy Hall, Nolans Rd, Ruffy

New committee members are most welcome. The meeting will be held in a COVID-safe environment.

ffArtz For more info email: ruffartzsecretary@gmail.com
Friday 12th November | DRINKS ON THE DECK at Highlands Community Hall
@ 6.30pm Starts at 6.30pm bring food to share for a meal together and catch up with friends old and new. All
welcome, especially new faces. Gold coin donation to cover power.
Thursday 18th Nov. HUGHES CREEK CATCHMENT COLLABORATIVE MEETING at TCC, Ruffy
@ 7.30pm A special meeting all about soil carbon, with Cassie & David. More details to come (see next TGN) but

everyone is welcome to attend. Enquiries? - contact Justus 0427 524473

Saturday 20th Nov.
@ 10-12.30

HIGHLANDS BLACK MARKET at 94 Old Highlands Rd
Come for the Black Market & stay for a great workshop & lunch. More details in next week’s TGN.
Enquiries? - Clare 0428 969366

Sunday 21st November

HIGHLANDS HALL - WORKING BEE at Highlands Community Hall

Wednesday 10.30-12.30

@ 9am Lots of jobs to do, everyone is welcome as many hands make light work. See article on p.3.
Enquiries? - contact Miranda 0408 969261
Thursday 25th Nov. SECRET MEN’S BUSINESS at Caveat Church
@ 5.30pm All people in the district are welcome, pink note ($5) donation towards a BBQ, BYO and chat.
Every second MURRINDINDI MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE at Highlands Community Hall

The Mobile Library visits the TGN area, based at the Highlands Hall every fortnight. Why not pop in??
YAY! The Mobile Library will be at Highlands on these dates - Nov. 3rd & 17th and Dec 1st & 15th

Every Monday

@ 10 am

ONE TO ONE WELL-BEING CENTRE EUROA
Qigong classes, Shiatsu Massage, Counselling and Psychotherapy.
For bookings or further info contact Vivien 5795 3349 0or 0405 612400

at Tablelands Community Centre

Ring Peter 0422 217904

Coronacast is an accurate podcast that helps to answer your questions about Covid 19. Listen for
free on

Coronavirus 24hr Hotline 1800 020 080

ABC listen app, Apple Podcasts or Google Podcasts



mailto:ruffartzsecretary@gmail.com
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/listen/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/coronacast/id1501500390
https://www.google.com/podcasts?feed=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWJjLm5ldC5hdS9yYWRpby9wcm9ncmFtcy9jb3JvbmFjYXN0L2ZlZWQvMTIwMTcyNDgvcG9kY2FzdC54bWw%3D

Highlands Community Hall
We are pleased to announce that
the following people have been
elected to the Highlands Hall
committee.

Chairperson: Gayle Arnold
Secretary: Miranda Yorston
Treasurer: Judy Cameron

Committee Members: Geraldine Edgley

Robyn Lingard

Paula Lade

Netta Lawson

Rick McAlpin

Steve McAlpin

Larry Taylor
If you have any bright ideas about how the community hall could
be a more vibrant focus in our community please contact one of
the committee members and share your thoughts. To all those
people who love Drinks on the Deck, rest assured it's continuing
exactly as it is and everyone is welcome :-)

HIGHLANDS HALL WORKING BEE

It's that time of the year. Spring is in the air and the grass is
definitely growing. It's time to clean up our wonderful hall, inside
and out and we need your help.

SUNDAY 21ST NOVEMBER 2021

9AM START

LUNCH PROVIDED

BRING YOUR TOOLS AND ENERGY AND
ENTHUSIASM

Jobs for Working Bee at Hall & CFA shed
Weeding

Pruning

Whipper Snipping

Mowing

Sign board needs repairing

Side door repair needs painting (we have the paint)
Guttering needs cleaning

Cleaning outside toilets

Cleaning inside hall

Sweeping & washing floors

Cleaning out cupboards

Cleaning windows

If you can't come on that day that's OK. Just let me know which
job you are happy to do and we'll put your name next to that job.
Let me know if you are coming so we can make sure there's plenty
to eat and drink.

miranda.yorston@gmail.com

Ph: 0408969261

Did you miss the webinar "Preparing your property for the
fire season" by CFA 24 Oct 2021? If you did then just copy this
link https://cfa-vic-gov-au.zoom.us/rec/share/
RpQRqe2HhLrUviaXZPmw4R88zuR1r-MvxYG51vpGTeSg9 TP-
Jaay2uGbELuhxct.n-WnDWCVgtm2jJ4v

to find out how you can get your property ready and safe for
summer 2021-2022.

Facts and Responsibility

The Macquarie Dictionary defines a fact as
‘something known to have happened, a truth
known by actual experience or observation.” When
it comes to the climate debate there are number of
indisputable facts.

1. The world is getting hotter, so much so that it is
not just changing the climate, we are actually facing
a climate crisis.

2. This crisis has been caused by human activity,
such as the overuse of fossil fuels, the exploitation
of resources generally and the abuse of the planet’s
biodiversity. Some might add that we simply have
too many people.

3. There are people, some in high places, some in
places of influence who actually deny these facts.
Once we excused them because they were
uninformed or ignorant; later as evidence built up
we called them simply foolish; today given the
undeniable evidence of climate change we are
entitled to call such deniers irresponsible.

4. There is another group of people who
acknowledge that the climate is warming, but
refuse to do anything about it because it may be
economically costly. These people advocate
carrying on as usual, leaving it to others to make
changes, trusting that down the line, ways will be
found to fix things. Their mantra is familiar, ‘She’ll
be right mate’. This group of people are not only
irresponsible, but morally irresponsible.

5. One fact often ignored in the climate debate, is
that it will be the poorer nations and poorer people
who will suffer most as the climate crisis deepens.

6. It is going to be our grandchildren who will
inherit a problematic climate.

We are the generations that caused this crisis and it
behoves us to carry the cost of dealing with it. That
is our moral responsibility.

Stuart A Reid - Highlands

WANTED

Cherry pickers on a casual basis from mid November.
Adrian Martin 03 57 904201

** WANTED **

Gardener with experience needed one or
two days a week.

Caveat area.

Please call : 0414 602 820
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How Climate Change will impact CFA operations - Part 2.

Climate Change Impact on Fire Risk and Emergency Services m

It’s clear that CFA will have to deal with more extreme, more frequent & longer fires seasons CFA
in future. This will have flow-on impacts on firefighter safety & the services we deliver unless

we adapt and respond to the changes. A recent report from AFAC (Australasian Fire & Emergency Service
Authorities Council) described many ways climate change is likely to impact fire and other emergency services
including:

. increasing exposure and vulnerabilities of communities to hazards, including multiple stressors and
shock at the same time (which can become disasters)

. increasing costs of disasters, impacts on infrastructure

. increasing pressure on resourcing, responders and
capabilities due to more frequent & severe weather events

. increasing health and safety risks for staff and volunteers,
including heat stress, fatigue and mental health

. increasing risk of emergency services being sued

. failure of building codes and land use planning to respond to
what’s needed to keep the community safe and happy

o supply chain vulnerabilities preventing emergency services from getting the equipment and support
when needed

. damage to ecosystems through more frequent incidents and the need to manage fire risk

Some of the ways CFA may need to adapt include:

. increasing our firefighting capability and capacity

. ensuring our members are equipped and safe to endure more extreme conditions

. inventing improved ways to deliver our services so we continue to effectively protect lives & properties
. increasing our focus on mitigating the risk through community actions and fuel management

Increasingly, both private and public sectors are looking for leadership, knowledge and advice regarding
climate change risk. Extract taken from the CFA’s magazine Brigade - Spring 2021

NEW PROGRAM in Agriculture

Study in the comfort of your own home or office via real time zoom sessions
Study an Agriculture stream that suits your interests and workplace
Equine Breeding Stream

Poultry Stream

© O O e o

Pork Stream
General Agriculture Stream

This is a nationally recognised qualification and training and is delivered with
Victorian and Commonwealth government funding for eligible individuals.

Start November 2021 or January 2022

CONTACT Jacinta Clark for more information on 0439174434




Highlands Ramblers final walk for 2020
Led by Andrew Shaw and ably assisted by son Angus, 9 others enjoyed the last
walk for 2021.

Discovering wild orchids and small wild flowers we rambled our way to (Thomas)
Pinniger’s unique tiny Cairn constructed on rock in c.1865.

Close by we sighted a large tree fern which had created its own environment
within the crevasse of a huge granite boulder. From here we scrambled to the top
of Rantin Robin Rocks where we enjoyed lunch overlooking panoramic views of
lime green pastures amongst the top of huge gum trees like the koalas do.

We look forward to resuming our rambling on Sunday 26" March 2022.

Anyone is welcome to join in.

Tablelands Community Centre BBQ

GOULBURN VALLEY A pause in time When: 5th November - 5:30 PM till 9 PM
SUIBIDE to ,g‘]"m and Where: Tablelands Community Centre

AWARENESS rg,ngrnbt-(v (Old Ruﬁy SChOO[)

Who: Open to everyone
GROUP 27 Nolans Road Ruffy

First Annual Catering: Sausages and dim sims

GOULBURN VALLEY PO O
Suicide Awareness Walk

It’s time to put the fun back into

sunday 21 November 2021 Friday nights with a community BBQ
at the Tablelands Community Centre. This
COVID regulations apply. catchup is long overdue and will be a chance to
Rail Trail Loop: Yea Railway Station to Two Bridges reconnect with old friends and acquaintances,
meet some new faces and taste the fabled BBQ

. - ‘ duce stigma, and dim sim.

support famnhes and friends in our Goulburn Valley community.
This event is being put on by the Tablelands
Community Centre, for the community -
everyone is welcome with space to spread out
around the centre. Sausages, bread and dim sims
will be provided, please BYO drinks, snacks and

For more information, to volunteer, & to register:

A www.gysag.org.au

n gvsaginc e 0417 907 278 other supplies.
The Community Centre is operating under a
If after reading this you need support, please ring COVID management plan fully vaccinated and
LIFELINE 131114 OR BEYOND BLUE 1300 22 46 36 we’ll be holding the event outdoors. RSVP is

essential for catering and COVID management
practices.

Please email tccruffy@gmail.com to confirm
your attendance or call Alex on 0430 530 319.

Rokery :;:, @ LARN@@ ¢ FOODWORKS

ily i by Cindy McLeish MP
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HABBIES HOWE BEEF

MATURE, WELL HUNG &
AVAILABLE
IGA SEYMOUR
GARY'S MEATS, PRAHRAN
MARKET

Chris Sharman
Energy Efficiency & Solar Energy
Specialist
Acme - Air Conditioning |

LAWSON

Electrical

L&L MEATS, BENTLEIGH

SCOTCH AND FILLET
ST HELENA, MENTONE &
MERNDA

info@pondprofessor.com.au | www.pondpr

AG Fencing &

Contracting Services

Grant Wheatley
All fence constructions,
Equipment maintenance & Pump
repairs, Blasting Service
“Not sure if we do it?”

Give us a call
0407 028 122

General earthworks & hole boring
Shed design, construction & removal
Metal fabrication & welding
Crane truck hire

Callum - 0437 182 223

lawsonbluetop@gmail.com

M: 0418 551 301
T: Office - 9785 7339
E: chris@acmeair.com.au

Brought to you by a
Yellow Footed Antechinus,
living on a roadside near you.
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EYMOUR

S TQUINE & RURAL
Supplying everything you need

Products & Expertise in

- Animal Production
- Pasture/Crop Protection
- Fencing & Livestock Handling

A

KOPANICA PASTORAL
EXCAVATIONS & CARTAGE

DAMS
EARTHWORKS
STOCK+WATER CARTAGE
& MORE

0429 804 235

PH: (03) 5792 1088
Image kindly donated by Ros Wathen

HELPING YOU GROW

MICHAEL.KOPANICA@GMAIL.COM

I
Murrindindi

Shire Council

Cr John Walsh

EDUCATION SPACE Kelly’s Hut

For Hire
The Tablelands Community | Poddy calf & lamb feeding
service

CF & HL HANDASYDE BUILDERS
Established 1978
NEW HOMES, EXTENSIONS,
RENOVATIONS, DOMESTIC, RURAL
ALL YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS.
Registered Building Practitioner
Call Colin for a quote
Telephone: 0419 502 782

PLUMBING SERVICES

License no. 105134

0438512299

ben@bencoplumbingservices.com.au |

RURAL FENCING 5
=

JARRAD =2
O 0409082257

I

Donated by supporters of our
local koala population

C Centre at Ruffy R ik g
. qule_lla Ward . Ideal for Meetings, Lectures or Arts available : A~
Murrindindi Shire Council & Crafts
jwalsh@murrindindi.vic.gov.au Fb@Kellys hut
Very Reasonable Rates
0437 835 586 Contact Melissa Macdowall 0409 000836
0404 833388
Donation from BoondaburraBnB@RUffy | HIGHLANDS COMMUNITY HALL Donated by friends of the
Supporters of the For 2 people. Cosy cottage, Long Leafed Box Trees
log fire. Meeting Room and/or Hall

GREATER GLIDER

= available for hire
1 MEETINGS
FUNCTIONS
WORKSHOPS
PARTIES
WEDDINGS

Reasonable rates
Contact Judy Cameron

Enquiries? Felicity 0413 483 450
5796 9247

Echidnas

take care of their habitat

do Castlla
Dosign & Gonstruclion

Pre-purchase Inspection & Owner Builder Assistance Available

® REGISTERED
+ Renovations i +Verandzhs

A GRADE

POWER & SOLAR
Solar Design & Installation
Experts in Off Grid Battery

Systems, Solar Grid Tied

+Homes + Deckings

ulding Practoner
» Extensions Will de Castella Carports

DBU 3369
YEA sosmcrs 0432 991992

and back up Generators.
Craig Andrew 0419889555

Strathbogie Grani
Project
neiI.phillips@bigpond.com
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