
Welcome, Wumindjika and G’day 

I’m currently reading a book by Australian social researcher, Hugh        
Mackay called ‘Australia Reimagined  -  Towards a more compassionate, 
less anxious society’. As the title suggests it’s not exactly a light read, but 
it is an interesting one.                                                                                             
One of the early chapters lists 7 changes that have been reshaping our 
society in recent years and as a result of these changes Mackay suggests 
that we are less likely to be involved with our neighbourhood or local 
communities.                                                                                                              
Whilst this may well be a feature of Australia’s urban areas if the crowds 
who turn up to Drinks on the Deck and Secret Men’s Business each month 
or the audiences at the quarterly Ruffartz offerings are anything to go by, 
our little part of the country is swimming against the tide.                                
And for those of you who would really like to get into training for the 
1500m freestyle, why not come along to our local community’s FREE lunch 
on February 20th at noon! It’s an acknowledgment that 2020 was a year 
we are pleased has become history, but to paraphrase Elton John, “We’re 
still standing!” and that’s something to celebrate. RSVPs by Friday 12th 
Feb. are essential for catering so contact Justus NOW. (see below & p.3) 

Until the next issue of TGN stay safe and keep smiling, Pauline    

And Kenny…was looking forward to visiting Darren’s open studio. 

“It is not the strongest of the       

species that survive, nor the most 

intelligent, but the one most        

responsive to change.” 

Charles Darwin (1809—1882) 

Naturalist 

The Granite News is an open but 
moderated community forum.  

Readers are encouraged to  
contribute articles and we also  

encourage you to air your views 
on things that interest or concern 

you within our community.   
We certainly welcome feedback 
from you, positive or otherwise 
on anything that is published in  

The Granite News 

Feedback? - editor@tgn.org.au        

or to subscribe on-line go to         

www.highlands.org.au 

Let’s 

laugh    

 

 

 

HCCC Membership so far    

163  … and counting                                                                                                                 

            7th Feb. 2021 

  Volume  15 

Issue 4 

Did you know?                                           
In the north of WA a private 

company is building a solar and 
wind farm 8 times the size of 
Canberra!    This is our future. 

Dad always told me there’s no such thing as a FREE lunch 

He lied ! 

Come along to the HCCC’s FREE Lunch on                                           
Saturday 20th February @ the Ruffy Hall @ noon 

All food and drink provided but please  -  due to the latest 
Covid considerations  -  BYO glass, plate & cutlery. 

Guest speaker will be Shane Monk a Taungurung clan 
member who will enlighten us as to the indigenous        

history of our local area, as well as the practice of slow 
burning techniques. 

RSVPS are ESSENTIAL for catering purposes and must be 
lodged with Justus by Friday 12th February (see p.3) 

Please note: Thursday evening is the deadline for inclusion in the following 

week’s TGN although this will depend on space and time constraints—thanks 

HCCC News 

Post Covid  -  Post Carbon 



Community Notices & Classifieds 

CALENDAR of EVENTS  —  February / March 

Monday 8th February   

@ 11am 

HIGHLANDS SPINNING CLUB                                                                                                                                         

The Highlands Spinning Club will get together in 2021 at the same place—450 Caveat-Dropmore Rd, 

the same time 11am and with the same good company! BYO lunch and great tea & coffee will be        

provided.                               .                                                                                  Enquiries? - contact Jan  5790 4361                                               

Friday 12th February @ 

6.30pm 

DRINKS ON THE DECK                                                        at Highlands Community Hall  

Starts at 6.30pm bring food to share for a meal together and catch up with friends old and new. All  

welcome, especially new faces. Gold coin donation to cover power.                     Contact Judy 5796 9247  

Friday 12th February 

@7.30pm 

HUGHES CREEK CATCHMENT COLLABORATIVE MEETING   at Whiteheads Creek Hall 

Everyone is welcome to attend.                                                              Enquiries? - contact Justus 0458 904268 

Saturday 20th February  

10am to noon 

HIGHLANDS BLACK MARKET                                                     at 94 Old Highlands Rd 

Bring along your excess produce, buy local and learn from each other.     Enquiries? -  Clare 0428 969366                                               

Saturday 20th February 

@ Noon 

HCCC  -  FREE LUNCH for ALL!                                                               at Ruffy Hall 
Everyone is invited to celebrate and Rekindle, Reunite and Reconnect with our community. Everything 
is supplied, so come along and enjoy!                                    RSVPs are essential contact Justus 0458 904268 

Thursday 25th February 

@ 5.30pm 

SECRET MEN’S BUSINESS                                                                at Caveat Church 

All people in the district are welcome, pink note ($5) donation towards a BBQ, BYO and chat. 

Saturday 27th February 

2  - 8pm 

LONGWOOD BEER, WINE & CIDER FESTIVAL               at Longwood Recreation Reserve 

For the love of ale!!       Tickets  -  Presale $25, At the Gate $30 (U18s=FREE) 

www.longwoodfortheloveofale.com.au 

Saturday 6th & Sunday 

7th March                         

10  -  4 

DARREN GILBERT’s OPEN STUDIO                                    2742 Highlands Rd, Highlands 

Darren’s studio, with his creative works is now open on first weekend each month.  An inspirational  

environment where both art and sculpture come to life in a beautiful scenic countryside of Highlands.  

March 3rd (Yea) & 4th 

(Shepparton)  9.30-3  

INCREASING SOIL WATER HOLDING CAPACITY          Venues @ Yea & Shepparton TBA 
These workshops are being supported by Landcare and GBCMA and presented by Walter Jehne from 
Regenerate Earth. Due to Covid,  numbers are limited, see p.4 for further details or Kirstie 0437 310840 

Every second         
Wednesday 10.30-12.30 

MURRINDINDI MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE                        at Highlands Community Hall 
The Mobile Library visits the TGN area, based at the Highlands Hall every fortnight. Why not pop in??                        
YAY!  The Mobile Library will be back on the following dates— Feb . 10th & 24th, March 10th & 24th. 

Every Monday 

@ 10 am 

QIGONG AT RUFFY                                                  at Tablelands Community Centre Ruffy 
Vivien Watmough looks forward to welcoming you to the benefits of this ancient well-being practice. 
For bookings and enquiries please call Vivien on 57953349 or email: vivienwatmough@gmail.com  

Every Thursday               
@ 7.30 (sharp) - 9pm 

SWING DANCE CLASSES  -  Free!                                        at Euroa Uniting Church Hall 
Swing dances feature the jazzy Big Band music of the 1930s and 40s, and they are definitely all about 
having fun!!                                                                                                                           Enquiries?  Ray 0467 951559 

It’s the 21stC equivalent of that bad penny… 
Covid just keeps coming back and it appears that inconvenience and flexibility 

are going to be something we will have to live with, at least in the short term. 

As a result of this fluidity the CFA keep updating their protocols for training 

and access to fire sheds and fire vehicles. Whilst most CFA members probably 

receive these email updates there is a helpful link for everyone on the CFA’s 

website re your Bushfire Safety Plan and Covid –19.    Why not check it out? 

 Your Bushfire Safety Plan and COVID-19 - Country Fire Authority (cfa.vic.gov.au)   

Coronacast is an accurate podcast that 
helps to answer your questions about 
coronavirus or COVID19. Listen for free 
on   ABC listen app, Apple Podcasts or 
Google Podcasts.    

Coronavirus 24hr Hotline   1800 020 080                                                                                                                              

https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/your-bushfire-safety-plan-and-covid-19
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/your-bushfire-safety-plan-and-covid-19
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/listen/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/coronacast/id1501500390
https://www.google.com/podcasts?feed=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWJjLm5ldC5hdS9yYWRpby9wcm9ncmFtcy9jb3JvbmFjYXN0L2ZlZWQvMTIwMTcyNDgvcG9kY2FzdC54bWw%3D


Chooks for SALE 
Isa browns $27 
Bond blacks  $30 
Hylines $25 
 
Contact  Enola 
0427 969274 
 
Kobyboyn Rd  
Whiteheads Creek 

 
 
 
                                                         

RATES REMINDER 
Ratepayers who elected to pay their rates in full 
are reminded that payment is due by 15 February 

2021. Ratepayers paying by instalment are            
reminded that the 3rd instalment is due by              

28 February 2021. 
 

For those who may be facing financial difficulties in 
paying their rates, please get in touch with Council 
at an early stage as we can explore options to help 

you meet your rate payment commitments. 
 

For further information, including payment options, 
visit our website at murrindindi.vic.gov.au or give us a 

call on 5772 0333. 

RSVPs are essential and are now being taken               
contact Justus 0458 904268 or email     

jjmhagen@yahoo.com.au      By Friday 12th February! 

                    Rekindle   

              Reunite 

            Reconnect  

        Our Community 

February 20th 2021 - 12 noon 
onwards      

**Free Lunch**   (All food & drink supplied!) 
 

Meet your neighbours & Landcare Members all 
family members are welcome! 

Venue - Ruffy Hall 
 

HCCC meetings occur each month, everyone is welcome 

to attend. They are held in each of the different HCCC 

communities and the next one is this coming Friday 12th 

February @ Whiteheads Creek Hall commencing 7.30pm. 

Here are some dates for your diaries if you would like to 

come along and participate in the Landcare directions for 

our local area and its environment. 

Thursday 18th March                       Friday 16th April 

Thursday 20th May                           Friday 18th June 

Thursday 15th July                            Friday 20th August 

Venues will be advised closer to the dates the alternating 

nature of the roster should offer weekend residents the 

opportunity to attend. Enquires? Justus 0458 904268 

Even   MORE  HCCC News 

 
 
 

ARTSACTION – TRAINING COURSE FOR          
CREATIVES 

 
ArtsACTION is a free upskilling and professional            
development program for creatives – and it’s running in 
Murrindindi Shire.  
 
ArtsACTION supports creatives to get into action, work 
collaboratively, and refine innovative methods for      
success. It will assist with activating career pathways, 
broadening networks, and building market reach.  
 
The Program offers a six-part email resource pack, 
Zoom workshops, and access to a growing network. 
FREE to participate, it is delivered entirely online from    
1 December 2020 to 
30 June 2021.  
 
If you are an      
emerging or           
professional artist, 
an arts worker,     
involved in            
community arts or 
work in any creative 
industry field, 
ArtsACTION is for 
you.  
 
If you are looking to grow your career, build your      
business, step up your organisation or connect with 
other creatives across Victoria and beyond, ArtsACTION 
is definitely for you!  
 
For more information, please visit popupart.com.au/
artsaction 



 

 

 

Don’t Forget! 

If you would you 
like to support, 
or continue to       
support, Granite 
News in 2021 
why not take out 
an ad on the 
back page  -  at 
the incredibly 
reasonable price 
of  

$250 per annum 

       that’s just 

$6.50 per issue, 
please just email 

editor@tgn.org.au  

to find out more. 
 

Thanks! 

We are but passers by... 

Here on the Highlands, in front of our home, stands this 
grand old Messmate gum tree.  

In 1836, Major Mitchell        
travelled west of here. Before 
that, in 1824, Hume and Hovell 
passed by on the eastern edge 
of this large, granitic              
tableland.  

Early settlers are remembered 
by the hills, creeks, and       
sections of land that carry 
their names. Some                  
descendants still farm here.  

Long before this recent         
history, the Taungurung called 
this tableland  -  "Mother".  

I wonder how many               
generations have passed by?  

This land, with views across 
the vast Yea valley, is a special place. 

Clare Daly  -  Highlands                                                                     
Do any other readers have special trees or locations on their properties 
that they would like to share? Please email details, a story even and a 
photo to   editor@tgn.org.au   NB: please keep photo sizes small, Ed. 

 

February is Ovarian Cancer 
Awareness Month    

 

 

 

 

Every year 1,600 women are diagnosed with 
this disease and 1,070 women die from OC.  

Unlike breast & cervical cancers there is NO 
early detection test, so the best way of     
detecting the disease is to know the signs 

* Abdominal bloating or increased               
abdominal size 

* Urinary changes such as frequency or      
urgency 

* Appetite loss, feeling full quickly or          
indigestion 

Having a family history of breast or ovarian 
cancer may also mean that you are at a  
higher risk of developing OC.   

Like to know more? 
www.ovariancancer.net.au 



 

 

        FRANZ KLOFT  

  MECHANICAL REPAIRS 

Repairs & service of vehicles            

Tyres, Windscreens, Exhausts, 

Batteries, Wheel alignment,   

Brakes, Automatic transmission 

& we do  New car servicing 
Phone 5795 2910                       FREE 

38 Railway Street, Euroa      QUOTES 

CF & HL HANDASYDE BUILDERS 

Established 1978 

NEW HOMES, EXTENSIONS, 

RENOVATIONS, DOMESTIC, RURAL 

ALL YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS. 

Registered Building Practitioner 

Call Colin for a quote 

Telephone: 0419 502 782 

AG Fencing  &  
Contracting Services 

Grant Wheatley                   
All fence constructions,  

Equipment maintenance & Pump 
repairs, Blasting Service 

 “Not sure if we do it?”  
Give us a call   

0407 028 122 

EDUCATION SPACE  
For Hire 

The Tablelands Community 

Centre at Ruffy 

Ideal for Meetings, Lectures or Arts 

& Crafts 

Very Reasonable Rates 

Contact Melissa Macdowall 

0404 833388 

Chris Sharman     

Energy Efficiency & Solar Energy 

Specialist  

Acme – Air Conditioning |      

Electrical | Solar  

M: 0418 551 301   

T: Office - 9785 7339 

E: chris@acmeair.com.au 

IT Professional in the      

Highlands                                                                

Can help with all problems with 

your mobile phone, I Pad,  box 

computer or any 

email issues     

Happy to travel 

John Rogers 0478 221311 

Donation from  
Supporters of the  

GREATER GLIDER 

 

Seymour Equine & 

Rural 

Supplying everything you need with products & 

expertise in                                                 * Animal 

production 

* Pasture/Crop production 

* Fencing & livestock handling systems  

 Your ONE stop shop 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

Kelly’s Hut   

Poddy calf & lamb feeding 

service      

available 

Fb@Kellys hut 

0409 000836 

 

 

Thompson Sound 
PtyLtd  

 

Sound PA Systems for      
Special Events 

Stephen 0409 672 602 

www.thompsonsound.com.au  

HABBIES HOWE BEEF 

MATURE, WELL HUNG & 
AVAILABLE                           

IGA SEYMOUR                   
GARY’S MEATS, PRAHRAN    

MARKET                                 
L&L MEATS, BENTLEIGH   

 SCOTCH AND FILLET              
ST HELENA, MENTONE & 

MERNDA 

Solar Design & Installation 
Experts in Off Grid Battery 
Systems, Solar Grid Tied 
and back up Generators.       

Craig Andrew 0419889555 

 

Advertising space 

available    

Contact Editor for 

details 

editor@tgn.org.au 

Advertising space 

available    

Contact Editor for 

details 

editor@tgn.org.au 

mailto:chris@acmeair.com.au
http://www.thompsonsound.com.au

