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Welcome, Wumindjika and G’day

DON’T FORGET there is an EXCELLENT opportunity to advertise...

TGN has 2 advertising spaces on the back page now available at a pro-rata
rate for the rest of 2022. For just $187 you can either advertise your
business of altruistically support this wonderful local news sheet.

Contact editor@tgn.org.au for more details.

Until the next issue of TGN ... Pauline

And Kenny Koala ... was overseeing in the sale of Margaret’s single beds

HCCC News

Whiteheads Creek Bioblitz

If you’re wondering what this means, The Whiteheads Creek Bioblitz is an
innovative citizen project aiming to discover the plants and wildlife of
Whiteheads Creek.

It is important we know what is there when considering the creek in the
future, and the plants and wildlife that call it home.

Mostly, Whiteheads Creek flows through our town, largely ignored until it
floods. Yet it is known to provide habitat for at least 64 species of birds as
well as Platypus, Goannas and probably many more.

To start the Bioblitz, we are pleased to announce two exciting guest
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Landcare

Feedback? - editor@tgn.org.au

or to subscribe on-line go to
https://www.hccclandcare.net.au

The Granite News is an open but
moderated community forum.
Readers are encouraged to
contribute articles and we also
encourage you to air your views
on things that interest or concern
you within our community.
We certainly welcome feedback
from you, positive or otherwise
on anything that is published in
The Granite News

“HOME is where dog hair is a
condiment.”
Especially for Ruby dog

speakers.

Geoff Williams of the Australian Platypus
Conservancy has been asked by Seymour
Urban Landcare to share his knowledge of
this amazing monotreme on Sunday 5 June
at 1.30pm at Chittick Place, Pollard Street,
Seymour.

Geoff will highlight the features that make the platypus so special, explain
its conservation needs and how to go about helping these animals. He’ll
then give some hints on how to spot platypus in the wild and outline the

Let’s
laugh

possibilities of becoming involved in ‘citizen science’ programs to monitor
local populations.

The second speaker is Alison Pouliot, who is well known for her
fascinating presentations on Fungi. This talk is on Saturday 11 June at
10.00AM, at Chittick Place, Pollard Street, Seymour. There will be Fungi
on view and also a trip outside to see Fungi in the wild.

These talks are sure to delight anyone with an interest in wildlife and the
creek that flows through Seymour town.
Bookings can be made by phoning 0428 339 989, or emailing

janethhagen@gmail.com

This week, a new intermittent
column. Some words not only roll
around your mouth when you say
them, but just sound satisfying
too. Try this one for size...

Boondoggle

NOUN— an unnecessary,
wasteful or fraudulent project

VERB—to spend money or time
on unnecessary, wasteful or
fraudulent projects
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Community Notices

WHAT’S ON — May - June 2022 NB: COVID—double vacced will apply to all events

Friday 20th May MURRINDINDI FILM SOCIETY at Yea Council Chambers
@ 6.45pm The award winning Australian film Shine will commence this year’s film season. Enquiries? Jill 57972480
Friday 20th May HUGHES CREEK CATCHMENT COLLABORATIVE MEETING at Highlands Hall
@ 7pm The next meeting will commence at 7.00pm. All welcome. Enquiries? - Justus 0427 524473
Saturday 21st May ELECTION 2022 - Don’t forget to vote! at Tablelands Community Centre, Ruffy
8am - 6pm If you’re not one of the 2.5 million Australians who have voted see pages 3 & 4 for more information.
Sunday 22nd May HIGHLANDS BLACK MARKET 1ol at 94 Old Highlands Rd
@ @ 10am Bring along your excess produce, buy local and | “‘\\G““a,. otner. Enquiries? - Clare 0428 969366
N4
Sunday 22nd May PEST & ANIMAL PLANT FORUM at Yarck Hall
1-3.30pm A number of experienced speakers on the control of deer, fox, rabbits, blackberries, cats & European
wasps. See p.5 for more details.
Thursday 26th May SECRET MEN’S BUSINESS at Caveat Church
@ 5.30pm All people in the district are welcome, pink note ($5) donation towards a BBQ, BYO and chat
Sunday 29th May HIGHLANDS RAMBLERS meeting at Highlands Hall
© @ 10am Everyone is welcome to come rambling and discover our local district.
e Enquires: Andrew Shaw 04372 49038 or Robyn Lingard 0409 528235
Saturday 4th & Sunday | DARREN GILBERT’s OPEN STUDIO Yea Butter Factory 13 Rattray St, Yea
5th June A unique studio experience at the historic Yea Butter Factory. www.monkeytaildesign.com
10-4
Sunday 5th June WHITEHEADS CREEK BIOBLITZ at Chittick Place, Pollard St, Seymour
@ 1.30pm Geoff Williams of the Australian Platypus Conservancy will share his knowledge of this amazing
monotreme. For bookings 0428 339 989 or janethhagen@gmail.com
Saturday 11th June WHITEHEADS CREEK BIOBLITZ at Chittick Place, Pollard St, Seymour
@ 10am Alison Pouliot is an expert on fungi and will enthuse all who attend this fascinating presentation.
. For bookings 0428 339 989 or janethhagen@gmail.com
Every Thursday YOUR SURYA YOGA CLASSES in 2022 at Highlands Community Hall
6—7.30pm Come along to Sandra’s yoga classes in Highlands. Bookings essential via website
WWW.yoursurya.com
Every second MURRINDINDI MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE at Highlands Community Hall
Wednesday 10.30-12.30 | The Mobile Library visits the TGN area, based at the Highlands Hall every fortnight. Why not pop in??
YAY! The Mobile Library will be in Highlands on May 18th and June 1st, 15th & 29th.
Every Monday ONE TO ONE WELL-BEING CENTRE-"~— “\\5‘ at Tablelands Community Centre
Qigong classes, Shiatsu Massage, Cous= ﬁss““““ L
@10am \\‘“° -gs or further info contact Vivien 5795 3349 or 0405 612400

After an hiatus of 2 years... it’s back - MUDBASH @ Mafeking Park!!

With the Queen’s Birthday weekend only 4 weeks away it’s time to get organised for a spot
of fundraising at this year’s Mudbash Meet. For many years now the Highlands-Caveat RFB
have rattled donation buckets and sold wood to the many Rovers who come along for a
great weekend of mud, mud and, did | mention, mud!! Community members are most
welcome to help out rattling a bucket for an hour or two over the long weekend. After all
many hands make light work!

e

CFA

For further information ring Pauline - 0408 246308. Thanks.
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HCCC Soil Carbon Project Update

Farmers within the Hughes creek catchment are concerned about the impact of Climate Change upon
their farming practices. Hughes Creek Catchment Collective (HCCC) would like to assist farmers in
understanding how measuring carbon within soils and CO, sequestration into the soil can improve soil

productivity.

HCCC set up demonstrations on 3 properties within the Strathbogie Ranges. From the information
collected over two years, the HCCC will host field days to inform local farmers about how to manage
their grazing practices to best utilise the carbon stored within the soil.

Last month Looking Glass used a SoilKee cultivator to shallow till and sow a winter pasture to
improve pasture quality and increase soil carbon, the event was open to all local farmers.

Details of the work was published in the Granite News over the last 2 weeks.

Further information will be made public as the crop grows and further soil tests are done next year.

Local Farm Partners

) i Collaborative
Callum & Les Lawson, Lawson’s Farm - Highlands e &
Cameron Stewart, Looking Glass — Highlands Local communities working together with the Goulburn Broken Catch
Management Authority &
ROb Hayesy Ta rcombe HEI"EfOFdS - Tarcombe the Australian Government's National Landcare Program
. to improve soil health.
Funding Partners Pt el oo b

Website: https://www.hcedlandcare.net.au/
Find us on YouTube - Hughes Creek Landcare

Goulburn Broken Catchment Management Authority’s,

from the Ground Up program through funding from
the Australian Government’s National Landcare

Program.

Further details
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rf30w2x5_1Q&t=3s

https://www.hccclandcare.net.au/

Email - vanessa@hccclandcare.net.au  or neil@hccclandcare.net.au

Tablelands Community Centre Polling Place
Election day is Saturday 21 May 2022

We are all in this together, make it convenient

"o
Come and cast your vote at the Tablelands Community Centre
27 Nolans Road Ruffy Open 8am closes 6pm sharp
Don’t forget to VOTE!

Polling booths are open
from 8am-6pm

Do it for local and bring some coins
Food and refreshments available including the democracy sausage
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Wondering what to do NEXT Saturday night...
If watching Saturday night footy on the teeve, or tuning in to wall-to-wall election results next Saturday
evening doesn’t appeal then maybe a walk in the woods might.

A walk in the woods and a chance to spot one of our seriously cute but threatened species - the Greater
Glider - Australia’s biggest gliding marsupial. | did this last Saturday in the Tallarook State Forest with some
very passionate and committed people. They are monitoring and recording details of the local population in
the hope that both their habitat, and the gliders themselves, can be protected.

Now spotting them can be a challenge, as they are solitary and don’t make any noise, but with torches
trained on the eucalyptus canopy the cry of ‘eye shine’ attracts everyone’s attention and a video camera
and mobile phone are utilised to record the GPS location and the
animal itself. With the competition of leaves and branches it might
only be one cute teddy bear ear, or a reflected eye or its metre long
prehensile tail curled around the branch that’s visible, but it’s still
exciting to see this beautiful creature in its natural home.

There were 3 verified and recorded sightings last night (sadly none |
saw decided to glide) taking the total number of Greater Gliders
sighted in the Tallarook Forest to just over 150 individuals.

This is gratifying as although the Greater Glider is rated as vulnerable
in the rest of Australia, in Victoria, it is endangered. Like the koala it
only eats gum leaves & those leaves are losing moisture as a result of the changing climate, which is leading

to dehydration in both species. The loss of their habitat by logging is also a serious concern.
RSVP now
If any readers want to see some of these gentle creatures for themselves there’s one more
night walk this coming weekend on Saturday 21 May, 7.30pm contact Paul on 0418 571572 or maybe check
out your own ‘backyards’ as they call the HCCC area home too. Ed.

Community talks about Climate Change

L]
2030Yea Community Energy & Yea Wetlands Discovery Centre won a Victorian Government SR

DELWP Community Mini grant to offer three community presentations at the Yea Wetlands
Discovery Centre promoting community awareness and adaptation to climate change.

On Friday May 27 Glen Morris and Lucinda Flynn will present the third and final talk —

Energy Efficient and Sustainable Communities.

Glen Morris is the General Director of Smart Energy Lab, Solarquip, and Solaris and road tests much of
Australia’s renewable hardware. Glen told us this week that he won his first electric car in 1970 in Wellington
NZ where he tried convincing his parents he could drive it to school! He will be joined by Lucinda Flynn who
runs Going Green Solutions. Lucinda has worked in the sustainability and energy efficiency industry for more
than 10 years. She will talk about all the things people anywhere can do to make their homes more energy
efficient and sustainable, no matter their budget. Both Lucinda and Glen are keen to have us consider:
“What’s the easiest behaviour change that will reduce the cost of electricity and tackle the challenge of
climate change?” (Glen) and “What are some of the ways we can rethink the way we do things in our
everyday lives to reduce our contribution to climate change?” (Lucinda)

Join in at the Yea Wetlands Discovery Centre as well as online, 6pm for drinks and nibbles with the talks from
6.30 - 8pm. Bookings are now open for the third and last presentation by Glen Morris and Lucinda Flynn at
www.trybooking.com/BXPOT. For more information call 5797 2663.

STOP PRESS : DEMOCRACY SAUSAGE at the Tablelands Community Centre, at Ruffy.

Areminder:

Voting for all divisions in Victoria is possible at Ruffy on Election Day. So for our local seats, Indi and McEwen
and all others as well. Open for voting 8am-6pm. And yes, sausages plus other goodies will be available
outside - Justus Hagen.
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Pest Plants & Animals Forum

L%

Home Creek
Spring Creek

Landcare
Group

Join the Home Creek - Spring Creek Landcare Group for a forum
where experts will speak about their experience with effectively
controlling pest plants and animals.

Presenters include:
= Barry Pearce: Pest animal controller- Member of SSAA and conservation pest
management volunteer to Parks Victoria and local councils

» Cameron Paterson: Blackberry Action Group Project Officer and private
weed control contractor

= Chris Cobern: Upper Goulbum Landcare Network Faciitator and Project
Officer for the King Parrot Catchment Fox Centrol Project

« Murrindindi Shire Council officer: Weeds, pest animals and animal control

When: Sunday 22"¢ May
Time: 1.00PM - 3.30PM
Where: Yarck Hall Supper Room
6583 Maroondah Hwy, Yarck

Gold coin donation please
To register contact Grant Scale on Mobile: 0438 399 972 or Email: warra) virtual.net.au

Property Security—even more thoughts

Other Camera |/ System features to consider:

Want to find out more about the magnificent wildlife -
like the platypus - that inhabit our HCCC waterways?
See p. 1 &2 for more information and put Sunday 5th
Juneinto the diaries.

Night vision - capture movement & video at night
and at what distance is needed.

Microphone - hear people talking or other
sounds.

Speaker - talk back to people, have a
pre-recorded message play, turn on sirens
Lights — have flood light turn on when movement

detected

Fixed Camera - only covers a set area.

PTZ Camera - (Pan / Tilt /| Zoom) Camera This can
rotate horizontally, tilt up & down, Zoom in &
out. You can control this from your phone or
computer once notified of activity, or the
in-built camera software can detect and
follow the movement of people or vehicles.

Camera outside in the weather: The “IP” rating
determines how dust/ water proof the
camera is. IP54 is the minimum for a good
rating, IP66 or 67 is excellent.

External Antenna Port - some cameras have an
external antenna connection, which allows
you to connect to a Yagi Antenna if mobile
reception is very poor. Most cameras get
better reception than your phone does.

Camera Software can have the following
features:
Sensitivity adjustment: Allows you to set the level at

which a movement notification is sent: people and
vehicles, larger animals, but not dogs and small animals,
grass or tree movement.

Recognize People and/or Vehicles: Some can recognise

people/ vehicles and this triggers a notification and
recording. (Facial recognition is available on some dearer
cameras.) (Number plate recognition on some).
Activation Control: you can set up areas within the view

of the camera only within which recording/notification is
trigger: These types of features can include: Privacy
Zones (e.g., neighbour's back yard-), Cross-line intrusion
(e.g., when someone/something crosses a line just inside
your gateway, not traffic on the other side of the gate-
way), Perimeter intrusion (e.g. draw a line around the
area, only inside of which movement will be detected),
object removal detection.

Notification Control: Options caninclude: Turn

notifications on or off manually as required via

app. Geo-fence (turns on when phone moves more
then a set distance away from camera, & off when phone
moves inside this distance.)




HABBIES HOWE BEEF

MATURE, WELL HUNG &
AVAILABLE
IGA SEYMOUR
GARY'S MEATS, PRAHRAN
MARKET
L&L MEATS, BENTLEIGH

SCOTCH AND FILLET
ST HELENA, MENTONE &
MERNDA

The Pond Professor

& Peter Graf

DESIGNS. CREATES & MAINTAINS BEAUTIFUL FONDS
*Fond Cleaning * Algae control
» Fittration Systems *VVater testing
* Fountains and Vvaterfalls * Design and construction
* Aguatic plants and fish + Consulting services

Phone: 0429 969 243
Email: info@pondprofessor.com
http://www.pondprofessor.com.au

Chris Sharman

Energy Efficiency & Solar Energy
Specialist

LAWSON

General earthworks & hole boring
Shed design, construction & removal
Metal fabrication & welding
Crane truck hire

Callum - 0437 182 223

lawsonbluetop@gmail.com

Acme - Air Conditioning |
Electrical
M: 0418 551 301
T: Office - 9785 7339
E: chris@acmeair.com.au

<

Brought to you by a
Yellow Footed Antechinus,
living on a roadside near you.

Products & Expertise in
- Animal Production

- Pasture/Crop Protection
- Fencing & Livestock Handling

A

PH: (03) 5792 1088
Image kindly donated by Ros Wathen

HELPING YOU GROW

Advertising space
available
If interested
contact Editor

editor@tgn.org.au

KOPANICA PASTORAL
EXCAVATIONS & CARTAGE

DAMS
EARTHWORKS
STOCK+WATER CARTAGE

& MORE
0429 804 235

MICHAEL.KOPANICA@GMAIL.COM

I
Murrindindi

Shire Council

Cr John Walsh
Koriella Ward
Murrindindi Shire Council
jwalsh@murrindindi.vic.gov.au

0437 835 586

Tablelands Community Centre N\ /
Upgraded facilities & PAT#N
7N
playground - .
Ideal for Private or Community 2 Al,l UETEAE Spr:.aylln.g N
. Spreading Needs. Specialising in
gatherings

Blackberries, Broadleaf, Thistles,

IR, WO Sno g Spreading lime/fertilizer & More

Very reasonable rates
Hosts 1°* Friday BBQs

Contact tccruffy@gmail.com
Ph 0404 833388

Call 0484108854
48 Magills Lane
Maindample 3723

Bl
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CF & HL HANDASYDE BUILDERS
Established 1978
NEW HOMES, EXTENSIONS,
RENOVATIONS, DOMESTIC, RURAL
ALL YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS.
Registered Building Practitioner
Call Colin for a quote
Telephone: 0419 502 782

PLUMBING SERVICES

License no. 105134

0438512299

ben@bencoplumbingservices.com.au |

RURAL FENCING 5
=

JARRAD =2
O 0409082257
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Donated by supporters of our
local koala population

Donation from
Supporters of the
SPOTTED PARDALOTE

HIGHLANDS COMMUNITY HALL

Meeting Room and/or Hall
available for hire

MEETINGS
FUNCTIONS
WORKSHOPS
PARTIES
WEDDINGS

Reasonable rates
Contact Paula Lade

0419 551 882

Echidnas
take care of their habitat

Donated by friends of the
Long Leafed Box Trees

Advertising space

0 elopD O A
available
If interested

contact Editor 5

editor@tgn.org.au

Sue 041 010 379
Neil 0417 503 472

Strathbogie Granite
Project
neiI.phiIIips@bigpond.com



mailto:tccruffy@gmail.com
mailto:chris@acmeair.com.au
mailto:jwalsh@murrindindi.vic.gov.au

