
Welcome, Wumindjika and G’day 

WOW!  Antarctica has certainly arrived in the HCCC area with a mega drop 
in temperatures over the last week and snow being a feature along the 
top of the Tablelands at the end of the week.  
 
If this cold blast is an indication of the looming winter ahead then it’s not 
only going to be a great ski season it might be time to stock up on the fire-
wood and look at ways our homes can be more efficient in retaining heat. 
Did you know that the average Victorian home has gaps and cracks in it 
that are the equivalent of a 1 square metre 
hole that is permanently open!  
 
Given the current stratospheric increase in 
gas prices it might also be time to shop 
around for a new provider. A phone call 
doesn’t cost that much and might be worth it. 
 
Until the next issue of TGN …  Pauline  
And Kenny Koala …was looking up at the Eureka Tower 

The Granite News is an open but 
moderated community forum.  

Readers are encouraged to  
contribute articles and we also  

encourage you to air your views 
on things that interest or concern 

you within our community.   
We certainly welcome feedback 
from you, positive or otherwise 
on anything that is published in  

The Granite News 

Archimedes  (287BC -212BC)        

was a  

Feedback? - editor@tgn.org.au        

or to subscribe on-line go to         

https://www.hccclandcare.net.au 

Let’s laugh 
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THANK YOU 

 I would like to extend a huge thank you to all the people who 
offered help etc, after my recent medical episode. It came without 
warning! The symptoms for heart attack are sometimes sneaky! 
When the ambos arrived, I felt somewhat guilty for taking them 
away from more “important” tasks, as I felt OK. 
How wrong can you be! as I learnt later. 
  
Having had firsthand experience, I now have the greatest respect 
and admiration for ambos and paramedics. Anyone who criticises 
them should take a long hard look at themselves and ask, “Would I 
do that job ?” 
 
The ambos came from ALEXANDRA, arrived here (Caveat) just on 
lunch time. At 9:00pm. A head popped round the corner at         
Goulburn Valley Hospital in Shepparton and said “G’day”. It was the 
same crew. To me it seemed more than an 8-hour day. 
 
The medico at BENDIGO HEALTH said I was fortunate as no damage 
had been done! 
The moral of this story is - Do not be complacent when your life is 
at risk!  
It is the only one you have, there’s no second   
helping. Once again, a great big thank you. 
 
John Sporry 

“My name is Edward Mabo, but my island 

name is Koiki. My family has occupied the 

land here for hundreds of years before 

Captain Cook was born. They are now 

trying to say I cannot own it. The present 

Queensland Government is a friendly 

enemy of the black people as they like to 

give you the bible and take away your 

land. We should stop calling  them boss. 

We must be proud to live in our own 

palm leaf houses like our fathers before 

us.”    Eddie Koiki Mabo (1936  -  1992)         

3rd June 2022 was the 30th Anniversary 

of the Mabo . V. Queensland legislation 

that overturned the idea of terra nullius. 

Month Highlands Ruffy 

May  60.5 mm 68 mm 

2022 Total   290.2 mm 342 mm  

May        

Rain Days 

12 Days 10 Days 



Community Notices 

WHAT’S ON  —  June 2022      NB:  Fully vaccinated attendees are appreciated at all events 

Monday 6th June          
@ 11am 

HIGHLANDS SPINNING CLUB                                                                                                                                         

The Highlands Spinning Club will get together in 2022 at the same place—450 Caveat-Dropmore Rd, 

the same time 11am and with the same good company! BYO lunch and great tea & coffee will be       

provided.                               .                                                                                  Enquiries? - contact Jan  5790 4361                                               

Friday 10th June            
@ 6.30pm 

DRINKS ON THE DECK                                                        at Highlands Community Hall  

Starts at 6.30pm bring food to share for a meal together and catch up with friends old and new. All  

welcome, especially new faces. Gold coin donation to cover power.                  Contact Paula 0419 551882 

Friday 10th—Monday 
13th June 

ANNUAL ROVER SCOUT MUDBASH 2022                       at Mafeking Rover Park, Caveat 

After a 2 year hiatus, Mudbash returns to Caveat. If you haven’t experienced this Scout extravaganza, 

why not swing past and check it out. Sunday is Open Day for the public. 

Saturday 11th June        
@ 10am 

WHITEHEADS CREEK BIOBLITZ                               at Chittick Place, Pollard St, Seymour 

Alison Pouliot is an expert on fungi and will enthuse all who attend this fascinating presentation.                       

.                                                          For bookings 0428 339 989 or janethhagen@gmail.com 

Thursday 16th June       
@ 7pm 

HUGHES CREEK CATCHMENT COLLABORATIVE MEETING                 at Terip Terip                        

The next meeting will commence at 7pm. All welcome.  Enquiries? - Justus 0427 524473                                               

Saturday 18th June       
@ 12 –2pm 

HIGHLANDS BLACK MARKET                                                     at 94 Old Highlands Rd 

Bring along your excess produce, buy local and learn from each other.     Enquiries? -  Clare 0428 969366                                               

Sunday 26th June          
@ 10am 

HIGHLANDS RAMBLERS                                                           meeting at Highlands Hall 

Everyone is welcome to come rambling and discover our local district.                                                    

.                                                              Enquires:   Andrew Shaw  04372 49038  or  Robyn Lingard  0409 528235      

Thursday 30th June      
@ 5.30pm 

SECRET MEN’S BUSINESS                                                                 at Caveat Church 

All people in the district are welcome, pink note ($5) donation towards a BBQ, BYO and chat 

Every second         
Wednesday 10.30-12.30 

MURRINDINDI MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE                        at Highlands Community Hall 
The Mobile Library visits the TGN area, based at the Highlands Hall every fortnight. Why not pop in??                        
YAY!  The Mobile Library will be in Highlands on June 15th & 29th and July 13th & 27th.  

Every Monday 

@ 10 am 

ONE TO ONE WELL-BEING CENTRE EUROA                  at Tablelands Community Centre       

Qigong classes, Shiatsu Massage, Counselling and Psychotherapy. 

                                                                    For bookings or further info contact Vivien 5795 3349 0r 0405 612400 

After an hiatus of 2 years… it’s back  -  MUDBASH @ Mafeking Park!!                                  
The Queen’s Birthday weekend will be here before we know it and volunteers are sought to 

assist with the Highlands-Caveat RFB’s fundraising efforts on that weekend. Community       

members are most welcome to help out rattling a bucket at the following times, many thanks                          

Sunday 12th June            from 9am  -  noon                                

For further information ring Pauline  -  0408 246308.  

Your Surya Yoga Classes                                                                                                                      
Sadly Sandra’s Your Surya Yoga Classes will no longer be a feature of Thursday evenings at 

the Highlands Hall. However if anyone would like to continue, or join in, with Sandra’s yoga 

classes on-line contact her on   yoga@yoursurya.com        or book a place via the website 

www.yousurya.com 

mailto:janethhagen@gmail.com


VOLUNTEER AWARDS 

Long serving Ruffy Hall Committee members 
Bill Eddy and Henry Noye will be presented 
with well deserved volunteer awards at a 
morning tea in the Yarck Hall on Thursday 
9th of June at 10.30am. 
 
Community members, family and friends are 
most welcome to attend. 
Please let me know your numbers and I will 
pass them on to DWELP who are organising 
the event, thanks. 
 
Sharron Telephone: 5790 4329 
Email: sharronbatt@gmail.com 

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY is 
5th June!      aka TODAY! 

World Environment Day was first held in 
1973 and is led by the United Nations        
Environment Program. The 2022 theme is 
Only One Earth with a focus on everyone 
being encouraged to make sustainable     
living their default position.                                
#OnlyOneEarth calls for collective,          
transformative action on a global scale to 
celebrate, protect and restore our plant.  

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 
  

Strathbogie Shire Council is seeking 
Expressions of Interest from           
community members 
Theatre Chairs (vintage) Seats are in 
banks of six (6). 
Must collect and transfer chairs from 
Euroa Community Cinema 
EOI closes on Friday 17 June 2022 
Please email procurement.strathbogie@eprocure.com.au 

It’s getting closer… and now for some 
essential details 
Ruffy Xmas Dinner in July 
Saturday 30th July  
 

Join us in the Ruffy Hall for a 
magnificent home cooked Xmas dinner. 
All proceeds to the Ruffy Hall Restoration    
Project. 
 

$45 per person for a 3 course, home cooked, 

traditional Xmas dinner with all the trimmings.  

This includes a complimentary pre dinner drink. 

The evening will include an Art Auction               

featuring the work of local artists as a          

fundraiser for the Hall. BYO drinks 

Bookings are essential. Telephone Bill or Henry 
or email       j.eddy29@bigpond.com  

Bill 5790 4264,  
Henry 5790 4246 

 

mailto:sharronbatt@gmail.com
mailto:procurement.strathbogie@eprocure.com.au
mailto:j.eddy29@bigpond.com


Regenerative Farming—some excellent resources for those upcoming winter nights  

Regenerative Farming Resources  
From Donna & Jim Winter Irving  May 2022 
 

Books  
Holistic Management - A Commonsense revolution to restore our environment  -  Allan Savory & 

Jody Butterfield  
Holistic Management Handbook                      Allan Savory & Jody Butterfield  
Call of the Reed Warbler                                     Charles Massey  
Silent Spring                                                            Rachel Carson 
Dirt to Soil                                                                Gabe Brown  
Dark Emu                                                                  Bruce Pascoe 
The Biggest Estate on Earth                               Bill Gammage  
Why you should give a f#ck about farming   Gabrielle Chan  
Rusted Off                                                                 Gabrielle Chan  
Nourishment                                                            Fred Provza  
Spiritual Ecology                                                    Llewellyn Vaughan-Lee 
Permaculture                                                           David Holmgren 
Mill Post,  a Broard Scale Permaculture         David Watson  
One Size fits None                                                  Stephanie Anderson 
The Untrained Environmentalist                       John Fenton  
Who's Minding the Farm                                     Patrice Newell 
The Secret Life of Trees                                       Colin Tudge 
The Secret Network of Nature                           Peter Wohlleben 
Man's Search for Meaning                                  Viktor Fronkl 
For the Love of Soil                                               Nicole Masters 
The Way of Ignorance                                          Wendell Berry 
Beyond the Brink                                                   Peter Andrews 
Back from the Brink                                              Peter Andrews  
 

 
People , Podcasts & Websites  
Nutrisoil  
Walter Jehne  
Dr Christine Jones 
Charlie Arnott - The Regenerative Journey Podcast 
Farming Secrets - farming secrets.com  
Southern Cross University  
Soil Learning Centre - Regen Ray Podcast  
Inside Outside Management- insideoutsidemgt.com.au 
Joel Selatin - Polyface Farm  polyfacefarms.com  
Savory Institute - savoury.global 
Land to Market Australia - landtomarket.com.au 
Natural Sequence Farming - tarwynparktraining.com.au 
Holistic Management International - holistic management.org 
RCS Australia - www.rcsaustralia.com 
Goulburn Broken CMA  Soil health - newsletter  
 
Why not see what your local library has in stock for loan or, if purchase is preferred, on-line Booktopia 
might be an option or Collins Booksellers in Shepparton 5822 2679 can order in and mail out. 



Continued from >>>> International Union for Conservation of Nature as 

Extinct, Threatened with extinction, or Near-threatened.  Why not join in  

with the next ABBC week 17 –23 Oct. 2022. It’s only takes 20 minutes. 

  

   

Letter to the Editor                                                                                                                                            
Dear Editor,                                                                                                                                                                                                
I was very interested to read the couple of letters in the latest TGN 
in reference to the recent highly disturbing Stock and Land article 
about a mooted windfarm in the Hughes Creek area.                                                                               
I had noted in that article the fact that the relevant state                
government department – the Department of Environment, Land, 
Water, and Planning - had received no application for such a project. 

In relation to the issue of the proposed wind turbines’ height being over 200 meters and compared to the 
heights of various tall Melbourne landmark buildings quoted by architect John Curtis, readers might also be 
interested to know that the highest point of the top of the Sydney Harbour Bridge is only 134 meters above the 
water.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
As all would be aware, this latter feature has a huge impact on the cityscape as it dominates the entire inner 
Sydney and Harbour area. It also carries a regulation flashing red light visible at night for aviation purposes, 
something one would imagine would also be regulation for wind turbines of the height suggested, adding to 
the extremely negative effect on the beauty (and tourism potential) of the local landscape. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Lisa Stephens 

Participation in Aussie Backyard 

Bird Count grows 
Last year, a total of 228 community members 

in Murrindindi Shire took part in the Aussie 

Backyard Bird Count (ABBC) – a 37% increase 

over the last four years. Murrindindi Shire 

Council has been participating in the ABBC 

since 2015. Each year, participation has grown 

and last year’s count saw 15,549 birds and 146 

different species recorded during a one-week 

period. 

The Sulphur-crested Cockatoo was the most 

commonly listed species within the Shire, 

with 60% of participants reporting a sighting. 

This was followed closely by the Australian 

Magpie and the Crimson Rosella.  

There were three bird species recorded with 

a classification of Near-threatened (Brown 

Treecreeper, Nankeen Night-Heron, Azure 

Kingfisher), three with a classification of   

Vulnerable (White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Australa-

sian Shoveler, Musk Duck), and two with a 

classification of Endangered (Freckled Duck, 

Little Egret) in Victoria. There were also 23 

native bird species recorded only once, with 

four of these species classified as threatened 

in Victoria. 

European colonisation has significantly     

impacted the conservation status of many 

Australia birds. Approximately 234 species of 

Australia birds are now classified by the…       

Continued <<<< 



 

 

Brought to you by a              

Yellow Footed Antechinus, 

living on a roadside near you.   

 

 

 

Image kindly donated by Ros Wathen  

CF & HL HANDASYDE BUILDERS 

Established 1978 

NEW HOMES, EXTENSIONS, 

RENOVATIONS, DOMESTIC, RURAL 

ALL YOUR BUILDING REQUIREMENTS. 

Registered Building Practitioner 

Call Colin for a quote 

Telephone: 0419 502 782 

Tablelands Community Centre 
Upgraded facilities &             

playground 
Ideal for Private or Community 

gatherings 
Meetings, Workshops 
Very reasonable rates 
Hosts 1st Friday BBQs 

Contact tccruffy@gmail.com 
Ph  0404 833 388 

Chris Sharman     

Energy Efficiency & Solar Energy 

Specialist  

Acme – Air Conditioning |      

Electrical | Solar  

M: 0418 551 301   

T: Office - 9785 7339 

E: chris@acmeair.com.au 

Donated by supporters of our 

local koala population  

Donation from  
Supporters of the  

SPOTTED PARDALOTE 

 

 

 

 

Echidnas                     

take care of their habitat       

 

Seymour Equine & 

Rural 

Supplying everything you need with products & 

expertise in                                                 * Animal 

production 

* Pasture/Crop production 

* Fencing & livestock handling systems  

 Your ONE stop shop 

 

Donated by friends of the  

Long Leafed Box Trees 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

Advertising space 

available  

If interested  

contact Editor 

editor@tgn.org.au 

 

HABBIES HOWE BEEF 

MATURE, WELL HUNG & 
AVAILABLE                           

IGA SEYMOUR                   
GARY’S MEATS, PRAHRAN    

MARKET                                 
L&L MEATS, BENTLEIGH   

 SCOTCH AND FILLET              
ST HELENA, MENTONE & 

MERNDA 

 

 
 
 
 

  

        

Cr John Walsh              
Koriella Ward               

Murrindindi Shire Council             
jwalsh@murrindindi.vic.gov.au  

0437 835 586 

 

 

Online & by appointment 

Avenel  -  0428 308 793 
www.nomadart.com.au

 

mailto:tccruffy@gmail.com
mailto:chris@acmeair.com.au
mailto:jwalsh@murrindindi.vic.gov.au
http://www.nomadart.com.au/

