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Welcome, Wumindjika & G’day
Over the last week we have seen an amazing amount of community spirit
and involvement as one town after another succumbs to the ravages of
either flash flooding or an excruciating wait for the waters to arrive.
Whether it be in the HCCC area or beyond Shire council workers,
emergency services - Police, SES and CFA members, along with the local
communities have all rallied to fill sandbags, move stock, assess
damaged roads and infrastructure as well as rescue any residents
unfortunate enough to get trapped by rising flood waters.
Andrew Crisp, Victoria's Emergency Management Commissioner, has
indicated that these intense rains and floods could last another 6-8 weeks
so take care out there. As Victorians we are more familiar with bushfire
disasters rather than floods as our garden state is the most bushfire prone
region in the world, followed by California and Greece. However, with La
Nina impacting our weather for a third year, we're in for a wet summer.

Feedback? editor@tgn.org.au
or to subscribe on-line go to
www.highlands.org.au
The Granite News is an open but
moderated community forum.
Readers are encouraged to
contribute articles and we also
encourage you to air your views on
things that interest or concern you within
our community.
We certainly welcome feedback from you,
positive or otherwise on anything that is
published in
The Granite News

"Forget about what you can't do
and focus on what you can do:
forget about yesterday and
focus on tomorrow."
Henri Bader
a 91 year old Australian
macadamian farmer

Thanks to Justus Hagen for the amazing photos of Ruffy being inundated
last week - one is of the Ruffy township and the other of the Weibye River!
Read on for another great issue... Pauline
And Kenny Koala...was going for a ride on the Soilkee tractor

For those readers who are affected...

Can you work out the names of 3 more
Victorian towns or suburbs?

The Victorian Government is supporting primary producers across
Victoria affected by the devastating floods to get back in business, with
an initial package of support to help kickstart their relief effort.

Lady's name + TOWN
Bonnie's boyfriend
A bird that talks

The following links will take you to relevant information for flood funding
assistance
Agriculture Victoria and Rural Finance:
https://www.ruralfinance.com.au/industry-programs/victorianfloods-october-2022-primary-producer-support

Yea Wetlands flood damage

Agriculture Victoria Recovery After Flood - Farm recovery after
flood resources | Floods | Emergency management | Farm
management | Agriculture Victoria
or contact Kirstie - kirstiel@gbcma.vic.gov.au

Details
see p.6

Details
see p.3

See p.5

It's
Back!

NB: Fully
vaccinated
attendees are
appreciated at all
events.

What's On - October & November 2022

Thursday 27th
Oct. @ 5.30pm

SECRET MEN'S BUSINESS
at Caveat Church
All people in the district are welcome, pink note ($5) donation towards BBQ, BYO & chat

Friday 28th
October @
10.30am

LONGWOOD EAST ROADSIDE WALK
meet at 331 Gap Rd Longwood East
Bringing the community and agencies together to reflect on past bushfires and discover
the unique ecology of the area.
RSVPs by Tuesday 25th Oct 0407 604012

Sunday 30th
Oct. @ 10am

HIGHLANDS RAMBLERS
at Highlands Hall
Everyone is welcome to come rambling and discover our local district
Enquiries: Andrew Shaw 0437 249038 or Robyn Lingard 0409 528235

Tuesday 1st
Nov. 8.309.30am

CUSTOM YOGA is BACK with Ingrid
$20 per class BYO mat & blanket

at the Tablelands Community Centre
Enquiries? Ingrid ingstar.7@gmail.com

Friday 4th Nov.
@ 6pm

FIRST FRIDAY of the MONTH BBQ
at the Tablelands Community Centre
It's time to out the FUN back into Friday nights!
Enquiries: 0427 690970 or tccruffy@gmail.com

Sat. 5th & Sun
6th Nov. 10-4

DARREN GILBERT's OPEN STUDIO @ YEA BUTTER FACTORY
Open first weekend each month - 13 Rattray St, Yea - discover some stunning artwork!

Friday 11th
Nov. @ 6.30pm

DRINKS on the DECK
at Highlands Community Hall
Starts at 6.30pm, bring food to share for a meal together and catch up with friends old and
new. All welcome, especially new faces. Gold coin to cover power.
Enquiries? - contact Paula 0419 551882

Saturday 12th
Nov. @ 7.30pm

RUFFY HALL RESTORATION - TRIVIA NIGHT
at Ruffy Hall
Come along and support the Ruffy Hall Restoration Project, as well as having great fun!
Enquiries? Bill Eddy on 5790 4264 or j.eddy29@bigpond.com

Monday 14th
Nov. @ 11am

HIGHLANDS SPINNING CLUB
The Highlands Spinning Club will get together in 2022 at the same place - 450 Caveat Dropmore Rd, the same time 11am with the same good company! BYO lunch and great
tea & coffee will be provided.
Enquiries? - contact Jan 5790 4361

Friday 18th
Nov. @ 7.30pm

HUGHES CREEK CATCHMENT COLLABORATIVE MEETING at Terip Rec Reserve
All welcome.
Enquiries? Justus 0427 524473

Every Second
Wednesday
10-30-12.30

MURRINDINDI MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE
at Highlands Community Hall
The Mobile Library visits the TGN area, based at the Highlands Hall every fortnight. Why
not pop in??
YAY! The Mobile Library will be in Highlands - Nov. 2nd, 16th & 30th

Every Monday
@ 10am

QI GONG
Returning for 2022, everyone is welcome.

at the Tablelands Community Centre
Contact Vivien 0405 612 400

THANK YOU HCCC from Sacred Heart PS Yea
Last Monday at the HCCC meeting held at the Highlands Hall,
3 local children - Blake, Chloe and Millie popped in to say
Thank You for all the lovely free trees that the HCCC gave
their school - Sacred Heart in Yea. It was an unexpected and
very pleasant surprise for all concerned.
The message inside the card reads Dear Landcare,
We would like to thank you for the generous donation of plants and trees.
They have been carefully planted, mulched and have their own watering system.
We are super excited on how they are going to grow and make a beautiful place for us and the
animals.
From all of us at Sacred Heart Primary School

IMPORTANT DATES FOR DIARIES
Christmas is only 63 days away and as the HCCC
area likes to celebrate this festive occasion the first
two of several celebrations are planned.
So put these dates in your diaries now!
HIGHLANDS COMMUNITY
END OF YEAR BBQ
FRIDAY 9TH DECEMBER 2022
DETAILS TO FOLLOW
and
TERIP CHRISTMAS PARTY
SATURDAY 3RD DECEMBER
from 6.30pm
Merry Christmas everyone!

YOGA - coming back to Ruffy
YOGA Tuesdays
NEW weekly class
1st November 2022
8.30am -9.30am
$20
Tablelands Community Centre
Nolans Rd Ruffy
Classes will be tailored to suit
students’ level of practice and
will be a fun easy class for all
ages.
BYO - Mat and warm blanket,
pillow and props if you have any
that you like to use.

Letter to the Editor - Just for the record
The Hughes Creek at the Boathole peaked at 2.0 to 2.1m on Thursday 13th October 2022. This level flood
was very common in the 1970s, with the biggest flood being in 1973 (I think from memory) and this totally
covered our pump shed. A flood level of more than 1.6m higher than last weeks. The shed was totally
submerged again in 1981 and resurfaced some days later completely undamaged and is still in use today.
It is difficult to know the exact height as flood water is not clear and we could not see the shed roof on
either occasion. In today’s type climate, I would summarise last week’s flood as a once in a decade type
flood. Unfortunately for many other areas, this event was much more severe.
The current bridge has never had much water flow over it, although it came very close in 2010, flood
height of approx. 2.4m. The previous wooden bridge was washed off the bearers in 1973 and a crane was
used some months later to refit it. I cannot recall exactly when the old wooden bridge was replaced, but
when the new bridge was built, concrete pylons were driven in and excess length was cut off and offcuts
dropped in the creek, which are still visible today in low water levels. The steel beams came from the
temporary San Remo steel bridge used when the current concrete bridge was being constructed.
Photo: A couple of hours before peak flood
level last week. Note the tree on the left,
which is hard against the bridge foundations
and will probably at some time in the future
do significant damage.
This is a shire boundary bridge and neither
Shire is interested in doing anything.
Randal Threlfall

Free biosecurity learning modules
for farmers
Farmers across Victoria will benefit from a series of
free online learning modules, helping them protect
their animals from diseases and biosecurity threats.
Agriculture Victoria Animal Disease Program
Coordinator, Scott McDonald, said this high-value
training will better equip farmers, livestock
producers, small landholders, industry workers and
farm visitors with the knowledge and skills they
need to ensure a safe and disease-free
environment for livestock.
“These in-demand online modules explore the
impacts that emergency animal diseases would
have on our farming industry and how the risks can
be reduced,” he said.
“Biosecurity is everyone’s responsibility and
implementing good practices on your property and
ensuring visitors follow those practices is key to
preventing serious consequences for our animals,
trade and economy.
“We hope to give farmers confidence and
assurance that they are doing everything
necessary and required to protect their animals, our
state and country from serious diseases such as
foot-and-mouth disease and lumpy skin disease.”
Continued on p. 5...

RUFFY HALL RESTORATION PROJECT
FUNDRAISER - FAMILY TRIVIA NIGHT
You are invited to put together a team and join us at the Ruffy Hall on
Saturday 12th of November for a fun night of trivia challenges and friendly competition. There will be
great prizes and the famous hot Ruffy Supper to conclude the evening.
Arrive at 7.30 pm to relax, settle your team in and get ready for the quiz questions to start at 8pm sharp.
BYO drinks and snacks for your table
Please bring cash for the entry fee of $10 and coins for the fabulous wine raffle, drawn on the night.
Thanks again for your support for this valuable community asset.
Sharron Batt

Paterson’s Curse be gone!
HCCC is now looking for expressions of interest from all
landowners to join in with the Landcare group in its
annual helicopter spraying for Paterson’s Curse. There
is still time to spray so contact Neil ASAP.
Each landowner will be subsidised 50% for the cost of
the weedicide, to a maximum of 3 loads. This year we
will be using a larger Helicopter and
the Load price is $1450.00 plus
GST. This covers 26 Hectares
Contact Neil van Buuren to book
your property for this particularly
important community event and
help us to control the spread of this
noxious weed.
Phone: 0417 503 472
Email hughes.creek.fac@gmail.com.au

Biosecurity Learning Modules for Farmers (continued from p.4)
Available through Agriculture Victoria’s website, the three learning modules have been released:
foot and mouth disease awareness, lumpy skin disease awareness and Come clean, stay clean, go
clean – when visiting farms. Each module should take approximately 15 minutes to complete.
Foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) and lumpy skin disease are not currently present in Australia, however there
are emerging threats with outbreaks in neighbouring countries.
Modelling by the Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences (ABARES) in 2013
reported a large multi-state outbreak of FMD could cost Australia $80 billion over 10 years.
“Foot-and-mouth disease is considered one of Australia’s greatest biosecurity risks, so it is vital livestock
owners or people working with livestock take the appropriate biosecurity actions now,” Mr McDonald said.
“Our agricultural sector is stronger than ever and we would like to keep it that way, so we encourage everyone
to jump online and complete the series of useful learning modules.”
For further information about the online learning modules, please visit
agriculture.vic.gov.au/support-and-resources/elearning/biosecurity-courses OR
Contact Vanessa vanessa@hccclandcare.net.au

Open Gardens on again
The Rotary Club of Yea is again hosting an
Open Garden weekend on
Sat & Sun 5 & 6 November, 10am – 5pm.
This is an opportunity to view five rural
gardens ($8 each) and three town gardens
($5 each) or $40 weekend pass (a saving
of $15). Tickets at Trybooking
https://www.trybooking.com/CAKFD or
pay at each garden gate (cash only).
Details and maps at www.yearotary.org.au
or Facebook or contact 0408 935 733.
Rotary BBQ will be at the rural property
Kingsmere Park at 389 Murrindindi Rd and
there will also be toilets at this location.
Also on the same weekend, Open Gardens
Victoria has Candlebark garden open for the
separate cost of $10.
Visit Try booking or the Victorian Open
Gardens website
www.opengardensvictoria.org.au/coming
-open-gardens for further details.

Beautiful Pure bred Border Collie pups

2022 - Greater Glider
Vulnerable to Endangered

STOP logging old growth
forests

The Granite News is usually created on the lands of the Taungurung clans - First people of the Rivers and Mountains.
We thank the Taungurung ancestors and elders who, for millennia, have cared for this country on which we now live, work, play
and grow.
May the current generations of Taungurung, landowners and residents continue this important custodianship into the future.

